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INTRODUCTION 

I n  1974, t he  Nevada Div i s ion  of Water Resources and s e v e r a l  l o c a l ,  
c i t y  and county  e n t i t i e s  i n  Clark County, Nevada, reques ted  t h a t  a f l o o d  
hazard ana lys i s  s t u d y  be  prepared cover ing  Las Vegas Wash and t r i b u t a r i e s  
i n  Las Vegas Valley.  The s tudy  was i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  S o i l  Conservation 
S e r v i c e  i n  1975,  and i s  scheduled f o r  completion i n  1977. 

SCS carries o u t  f l o o d  hazard a n a l y s e s  and o the r  related f lood  p l a i n  
s t u d i e s  under a J o i n t  Coordination Agreement with t h e  S t a t e  agency re- 
spons ib l e  f o r  f lood  p l a i n  management a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  Nevada, t h i s  agency 
is t h e  Nevada Div i s ion  of Water Resources. The o b j e c t i v e  of t he  study 
was t o  provide t e c h n i c a i  in format ion  f o r  use i n  the developmer,t of loc i i l  
f l ood  p l a i n  management r e g u l a t i o n s  w i t h i n  the  flood p l a i n  areas affectel=- 
by Las Vegas Wash and i t s  p r i n c i p a l  t r i b u t a r i e s .  

An impor t an t  component of the s tudy  i s  the  development 3f a compre- 
hens ive  f l o o d  h i s t o r y  fo r  t h e  s t u d y  area which 3 e f i n e s  areas where f l o o d s  
have occurred ,  a n  approximation of magnitude, alid o t h e r  data r e l a t i n g  t o  
dates,  times, and d u r a t i o n s .  During development of t h i s  data f c  Las 
Vegas Wash, it was determined t h a t  the  research s3xld 3e expanded t o  a l l  
of C l a r k  County because the  historical  f lood  p a t t e r c a  h v e  r e l e m n c e  t o  
a l l  t h e  county c o m m n i t i e s  as  w e l l  as k s  Vegas 72.- -ey. 

The f l o o d  h i s t o r y  yesearch  is based upon an assembly of newspaper 
accounts  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  1935, whick is  t h e  first year  t h a t  newspaper pub- 
l i c a t i o n  appeared i ~ .  s a t 3 e r n  Nevads. Mic-ofilm newspaper f i l e s  were 
reviewed I n  riexspa?er affbcrs and ir. t he  Nevada S t a t e  Library i r i  Carson 
,Awy. i lcutine c i i x a t c l c g i z a i  accoun t s  were o r i t t e d  , a d  x i y  those  wti- 
cles d e s c r i b i i q  scne tyse SI^ floociicg or r e soc rce  damge were reviewee 
and assernbied. Where pcss<>;e, =he v a l i 6 i t y  sf many accounts xas chscked 
and cycss-checked ' w i t h  azy i-ecords: observa t ions!  or reaorts ti%% may 
Pave Seen coa?ileci by o 2 e r  Federa l ,  S t a t e  and l o c a i  agencies .  

P-- + 

This  f lood  h i s t o r y  5egins  i n  1905, bu t  i t  is  kriown t h a t  some f lo3d-  
i n g  obse rva t ions  were m d e  back t o  i896. These early accounts were de- 
s c r i b e d  i n  R a i n f a l l  and Floods i n  Las Vegas, Nevada, au thor  unknown, 
p r i n t e d  i n  1955. The r e p o r t  was qdoted i n  t h e  pub l i ca t ion  Las Vegas 
Master Drainage P lan ,  by VTIJ Engineers ,  ias Vegas, 1963. An ex tens ive  
search of l ibrar ies ,  F e d e r a l ,  State. and local agency f i les .  and t h e  

1 "  

f i l e s  of VTN fa i leZ. to  IccEte t h i s  document. 

The f o l l o w i n g  table ? r e s e n t s  a slmmary of t h e  f lood  events  by month 
and year t h a t  are descr ibed  s e p a r a t e l y  i n  the CHRONOLOGY. 

1 
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CHRONOLOGY 

H i s t o r y  of Flooding, Clark County, Nevada, 1905-75 

Las  Vegas Age - J u l y  15, 1905, #15, Volume I 

The f i rs t  storm of the  summer made i t s  appearance i n  the  

heavens Thursday af ternoon.  A l l  n i g h t  long thunder r o l l e d  and 

l i g h t n i n g  f lashed ,  bu t  not u n t i l  F r iday  morning d i d  t h e  clouds 

open and drench t h e  parched face of  t h e  d e s e r t .  These storms 

are common to  a l l  western d e s e r t  s e c t i o n s  and appear a t  unex- 

pec t ed  i n t e r v a l s  throughout t h e  summer. 

Las  Vegas Age - March 24, 1906, #12, Volume I1 

Southbound t r a i n s  were s t a l l e d  dur ing  Wednesday and Thurs- 

day on account of a 300-foot washout near  S t .  George, and num- 

erous smaller washouts n o r t h  and south  from Ca l i en te  f o r  50 

m i l e s .  

gage across  the washout imprac t icable .  

Excess of water made the  t r a n s f e r  of passengers  and bag- 

From Modena nor th  and east  throughout Nevada and Utah, t he  

Many ent i re  country, inc luding  r a i l r o a d  tracks, i s  under snow. 

t r a i n s  are snowbound i n  Northern Nevada and Utah. 

Telegraph wires are down and service by way of Las  Vegas 

has  been in t e r rup ted .  

At S a l t  Lake, Tuesday, the  s torm assumed the  propor t ions  

Buildings w e r e  demolished, wires d i sp laced  and of a cyclone. 

t ra f f ic  sus,pended . 
To the South, i n  Southern C a l i f o r n i a  and v i c i n i t y ,  heavy 

rainstorms have been i n  p rogres s ,  numerous small washouts have 
3 



occurred,  and the  s o f t  ea r th  a l l o w s  the wind to  topple  over 

the te legraph poles .  

Wednesday, washouts occurred i n  the Cajon P a s s  and the 

S a l t  Lake's Los Angeles Limited w a s  s en t  e a s t  by way of San 

Francisco.  

A t  Las  Vegas the bulk of the  storm was wind. 

Las Vegas Age - March 31, 1906, #13,  Volume 11 

From Hoya, 20 miles  above Moapa, t o  Minta - a d i s t a n c e  of 

70 m i l e s  - the t r acks  of the  S a l t  Lake Railroad s u f f e r e d  se r -  

ious  damage from the  storms of the  early week. 

s t a r t e d  t h e i r  work of havoc Saturday n igh t  and continued u n t i l  

Tuesday. Bridges, f i l l s ,  and long sec t ions  of t r a c k  and grade 

'were swept away. 

been a s c e r t a i n e d ,  bu t  i t  i s  considerable .  

The f loods  

The exact  mileage of missing t r a c k  has  no t  

Construct ion t r a i n s  and crews were pul led  o f f  t h e  Las  Veg 

and Tonopah Monday and rushed forward t o  the scene of  d i s a s t e r  

with car loads  of t i e s  and o ther  material. More than 350 men 

have been sen t  out from Las  Vegas, and from S a l t  Lake many mor 

have been sen t  t o  commence r e p a i r s  a t  the  o ther  end of t he  was 

outs .  

The most  sanguine of t he  r a i l r o a d  employees h e r e  s a y  i t  

w i l l  b e  t e n  days more before the  l i n e  i s  open t o  slow t r a i n s .  

From o the r  and r e l i a b l e  sources comes the information t h a t  20 

and even 30 days may t r a n s p i r e  be fo re  t r a f f i c  can be  resumed. 

The l i m i t e d  t r a i n s  have been e n t i r e l y  suspended, wh i l e  the  l o c  

come nor th  as f a r  as Las  Vegas and then r e t u r n  south.  
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The most s e r i o u s  washouts are in  the Meadow Val ley  Wash, 

between Moapa and Ca l i en te ,  where the stream p a r a l l e l s  the  

t racks  through a narrow d e f i l e .  

I t  i s  r epor t ed  t h a t  t h e  c a r  of Superintendent  Van Hausen, 

.who went forward t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  was l o s t  i n  t he  f lood ,  and 

he was compelled t o  make h i s  way on f o o t  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  t o  C a l -  

i en t e .  

The s torm was unusual ly  severe ,  and t h e  heavy r a i n s  were 

augmented by the  mel t ing  snows i n  t h e  mountains. 

A provis ion  and material t r a i n  c a r r i e d  a d d i t i o n a l  workmen 

to  the  f r o n t  each day. 

L a s  Vegas A p e  - August 25,  1906, 84 ,  Volume 11 

Very heavy ra ins torms  dur ing  l a s t  FrFday (17th), Saturday 

(18th) and Sunday (19th) .  The h e a v i e s t  downpour was during 

Saturday n i g h t  and Sunday, when upwards of an Tnch fell. 

S a l t  Lake t r a c k  (of t h e  LV&T Rai l road)  t o  the  north between 

Cana and Kyle was badly washed and t r a f f i c  between Las  Vegas 

and Cal ien te  w a s  suspended from Monday morning till Thursday. 

The grade of t he  LV&T between Las Vegas and Rose Well was badly 

washed a t  several p o i n t s .  Residents  of t h e  o ld  town r e p o r t  

t h a t  during Saturday n i g h t ,  t he  water rushed through the streets 

i n  t o r r e n t s .  This  w a s  a p a r t  of the f l o o d  from the  w e s t  t h a t  

washed the LV&T t r a c k s .  

Las  Vegas Age - March 2 ,  1907, #9, Volume I11 

The 

The S a l t  Lake Rai l road  h a s  been o u t  of connnission f o r  a 

week, caused b y  a b i g  washout above Moapa, i n  Meadow Valley 
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Wash. Again the  r i v e r  has c l a i m e d  i t s  own and ousted t h e  

r a i l r o a d  from i t s  bed. The s t o r y  w i l l  be repeated as long a s  

the S a l t  Lake runs through the  r i v e r  channel. Temporary r e p a i r s  

w i l l  permit  t r a i n s  t o  pass  through Monday or  Tuesday. 

Las  Vegas Age - March 2 3 ,  1907, #12, -Volume 111 

Rain and mel t ing  snow i n  Meadow Valley Canyon washed out 

s e c t i o n s  of  the S a l t  Lake Rai l road i n  t h a t  area.  It w a s  assumed 

t h a t  t r a i n s  would no t  be running on i t  before  Apr i l  15th.  

Las Vegas Age - August 15,  1908, #33 ,  Volume I V  

A s e r i o u s  .washout occurred Sunday (August 9 ,  1908) on the 

Las Vegas and Tonopah Rai l road  about 10 miles west of Indian 

Springs.  T r a f f i c  on t h e  LV&T was i n t e r r u p t e d  f o r  nea r ly  48 

hours. About one m i l e  of t he  roadway was washed e n t i r e l y  away 

by a rush  of water which cane from a cloudburst  i n  t he  mountain 

near by. N o  acc iden t s  t o  t r a i n s  occurred. 

Las Vegas Age - August 21 ,  1909, # 3 4 ,  Volume V 

Tuesday evening (August 1 7 )  t h e  country t o  the northwest 

of Vegas was v i s i t e d  by a heavy downpour of r a i n .  The g r e a t e s t  

damage occurred about 14 m i l e s  from Vegas on the  LV&T r a i l r o a d ,  

about 30 feet  of  t r a c k  be ing  undermined. 

with a s l i g h t  washout near  S tewar t  s i d i n g ,  5 m i l e s  no r th  of C i t y .  

The main l i n e  escaped 

-. Las  Vegas A g e  - January 8 ,  1910, #2, Volume V I  

Heavy f lood  damage t o  the Meadow V a l l e y  Wash a rea  was in -  

f l i c t e d  by t o r r e n t i a l  r a i n s  and me l t ing  snow during the f i r s t  

week of 1910. The narrow v a l l e y  w a s  unable t o  ca r ry  the  flood 
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water i n  t h e  usua l  channels,  and ranches,  houses,  ba rns ,  and i n  

some cases, whole ranches were overwhelmed. The t r a c k  of t h e  

S a l t  Lake r a i l r o a d  on which was spent about one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  

i n  bui ld ing  s u b s t a n t i a l  b r idges  and p u t t i n g  i n  expensive r i p - r a p  

work a f t e r  t he  washouts of t h r e e  years ago, was p r a c t i c a l l y  a 

wreck f o r  a d i s t a n c e  o f n e a r l y  one hundred m i l e s .  

r a i l r o a d  t ies ,  g r e a t  br idge  timbers, po r t ions  of houses,  and 

wreckage of every conceivable kind w a s  c a r r i e d  f o r  many m i l e s  

by t h e  flood. 

t o  t h e  t rucks  was seen a t  a d i s t ance  of over ten  m i l e s  from the  

r a i l r o a d  near  Logan. F i f t e e n  m i l e s  w e s t  of Ca l i en te ,  an e n t i r e  

t r a i n  (car ry ing  merchandise) ,engine and a l l ,  was overwhelned and 

washed away wi th  the except ion of the caboose. The crew escaped 

by taking t o  the  h i l l s .  

Thousands of 

Tra ins  were engulfed and a f l a t  car s t i l l  a t t a c h e d  

I n  the  Muddy Val ley,  t h e  flood was the  g r e a t e s t  known i n  

recent years, bu t  a s i d e  from the  loss of fknces and a por t ion  of 

t h e  growing crops ,  i t  w a s  thought t h a t  the  l o s s  was n o t  g rea t .  

Near Logan, t h e  r i v e r  r a n  a turbulen t  stream nea r ly  a m i l e  and 

a h a l f  i n  width.  

S ta te  Experimental Farm su f fe red  the loss  of fences  and crops ,  

be ing  i n  p l a c e s ,  under f i v e  f e e t  of water. 

A t  Calappa about 60 hogs were drowned. The 

The damage i n  t h e  

lower p o r t i o n  of t he  v a l l e y  w a s  less severe  than about Logan,as 

the  v a l l e y  widens considerably as i t  approaches t h e  Virgin.  

Rai l roads  were p r a c t i c a l l y  o b l i t e r a t e d  down through the  va l l ey .  

The house of  John Avere t t  near  Logan, which had never before  
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been reached by the f loods ,  was surrounded by water 18 inches 

deep. 

damaged. 

ranch near  Logan r e p o r t s  the l o s s  of fences and s i x t y  a c r e s  of 

growing g ra in .  F i f t y  ac re s  of  asparagus were flooded and covered 

by s i l t .  

Las  Vegas Age - January 1 5 ,  1910, # 3 ,  Volume V I  

Also, t h e  Huntsman Ranch above Moapa was s a i d  t o  be badly 

S. H. Wells, manager of the Moapa Improvement Company's 

On January 3 ,  a f lood  h i t  the  Virgin River area. The home 

of H, P ,  Iverson,  15 miles up the  r i v e r  from Bunkervi l le ,  had 

been washed away; a l s o ,  h i s  new wagon, granary with a hundred 

bushels of wheat, hay s t acks  and co r ra l .  The hay s t a c k s  and 

c o r r a l  of Samuel Reber, S r . ,  were a l s o  washed away, as w e l l  as 

Joseph Metzer 's  land. The dam and head works o f  t h e  d i t c h  and 

some f a r m s  a t  Mesquite had been swept down the r i v e r .  

Bunkervi l le ,  t he  dam and a number of m i l e s  of the d i t c h  had been 

washed away as w e l l  as some farming land. 

t h e  water d i t c h  w a s  l oca t ed ,  t h e  banks are from 10 t o  20 f e e t  

high. No l i v e s  were repor ted  l o s t .  

Las Vegas Age - January 28 ,  1911, # 5 ,  Volume V I 1  

In 

Some p laces  where 

The temporary l i n e  of t he  S a l t  Lake r a i l r o a d  through t h e  

Meadow V a l l e y  m s h  was considerably damaged by floods fo l lowing  

the  severe  r a i n s  Tuesday (January 24) and Wednesday (January 25) .  

The damage was n o t  severe i n  any one p l ace ,  bu t  the  lir,e s u f f e r e d  

washouts i n  numerous p laces  on the  temporary work p u t  i n  after 

the  f lood  of a year ago. I n  some p laces ,  the  t r ack  i s  s i d e -  

swiped f o r  a cons iderable  d i s t ance ,  t h i s  damage being eas i ly  
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r e p a i r e d ,  The t r a c k  i n  some p laces  i s  undermined f o r  a f e w  f e e t  

on ly ,  and i n  o ther  p l a c e s ,  s e v e r a l  hundred f e e t  i n  length  are 

washed out.  

Las Vegas Age - Saturday,  March 11, 1911,  #ll, Volume V I 1  - 
It i s  t o  be r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  owing t o  t h e  r e c e n t  washout, 

the  t r i p  to Vegas by t h e  S a l t  Lake R a i l r o a d ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

t r a i n  had t o  be abandoned. 

Las Vegas Age - March 18, 1911, #12, ? d u n e  V I 1  

Snowstorms , ra ins torms  and washouts have played havoc with 

The road the  r a i l r o a d s  i n  Nevada and C a l i f o r n i a  t h e  p a s t  week. 

between Las Vegas and S a l t  Lake through t h e  Meadow Valley Wash 

i s  aga in  out of commission and rumor has i t  t h a t  the  o ld  road 

w i l l  be  abandoned and work on the  high l i n e  rushed t o  completion. 

An examination of the  damage caused by l a s t  week's f lood  

showed t h a t  from Caliente t o  Boyd, a d i s t a v c e  of 14 m i l e s ,  i t  

w i l l  be f u l l y  as easy t o  complete the  new high l i n e  and connect 

i t  w i t h  the o ld  track as i t  would be t o  make temporary r e p a i r s  

on t h e  o l d  l i n e .  

On March 8,  overland t r a i n  number one bound f o r  Los Angeles, 

was caught a t  Ca l i en te  by a downpour, and could n o t  proceed 

through the Meadow Val ley  Wash. 

L a s  Vegas Age - August 3 ,  1912 ,  1/31, Volume VI11 

Friday (August 2) a t  f o u r  o ' c lock  an engine and four  c a r s  

of the LV&T Rai l road r a n  i n t o  a l a n d s l i d e  a t  Rose Well, a sho r t  

d i s t a n c e  below Bading. 

b i g  washouts t h a t  t o r e  out  a cons iderable  p o r t i o n  of t he  t r ack  

The l a n d s l i d e  w a s  caused by one of th ree  
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between Bading and Rose W e l l .  

occurred dur ing  the r a i n s  of F r iday  morning, which were p a r t i c -  

u l a r l y  heavy i n  the  a f f e c t e d  d i s t r i c t .  

escaped i n j u r y  except C.  E .  M. Beall, the fireman, who was caught 

under the  engine,  and badly b ru i sed  and scalded. 

were pronounced not  f a t a l  a t  a h o s p i t a l  i n  L a s  Vegas. 

Las Vegas Age - February 21,  1914, #8, Volume X 

The .washouts a r e  believed t o  have 

A l l  persons on the  t r a i n  

These i n j u r i e s  

The S a l t  Lake r a i l r o a d  was p r a c t i c a l l y  out  of commission 

a s  the r e s u l t d  the  storms. Afton Canyon, Cajon Pass, Meadow 

Valley Wash, bes ides  numerous l o c a l i t i e s  i n  southern Ca l i fo rn ia  

were badly damaged, and i t  w a s  s e v e r a l  days before t r a i n s  were 

again running on schedule.  

Las Vegas Age - February 2 8 ,  1914, #9, Volume X 

A f lood  through t h e  Meadow Valley Wash and Moapa V a l l e y  

began t o  assume s e r i o u s  p ropor t ions  Saturday morning (February 

21) and was a t  i t s  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  Sunday morning (February 22) .  

The l a r g e s t  damage w a s  done a t  Logan. The S ta te  Experiment 

Farm l o s t  i t s  fences  as i n  t h e  former b i g  f lood (1910) and a 

considerable  amount o f  i t s  area was covered with s i l t  and sand, 

damaging growing crops and orchards . 
Company's p rope r ty  w a s  cons iderably  damaged i n  the same manner, 

the levee which w a s  cons t ruc t ed  a t  a c o s t  of $3,000, breaking 

and covering t h e  asparagus and g r a i n  f i e l d s  with s i l t .  

loose s o i l  was washed from t h e  f i e l d s  which had been prepared 

f o r  p l an t ing  of cantaloupe.  The Moapa Valley branch r a i l r o a d  

The Moapa Improvement 

Much 
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s u f f e r e d  very l i t t l e ,  one fill having been washed out  f o r  a 

width of about  10 feet  and 3 o r  4 f e e t  deep. 

L a s  Vegas _. Age - July 25, 1914, #30, Volume X 

Tuesday ( Ju ly  2 1 ) ,  s h o r t l y  before  noon, a c loudburs t  s t r u c k  

t h e  mountains a few mi les  south of Owens s id ing  on t h e  Las  Vegas 

and Tonopah Rai l road.  The t r ack  was damaged from sidewashes f o r  

a cons ide rab le  d i s t a n c e  between m i l e  27 and m i l e  32 ,  and i n  some 

places t h e  roadbed was e n t i r e l y  gone. The same storm caused a 

washout on t h e  B&G, t he  opera t ion  of which was j u s t  taken over 

by t h e  LV&T Rai l road ,  doing some damage near Springdale.  

L a s  Vegas Age - January 29, 1916, #5, Volume X I 1  

On Wednesday, January 1 9 ,  1916, a l a rge  f lood  swept t he  

town of Logan, bu t  d id  no g r e a t  amount of damage. 

ment Company l o s t  a f e w  acres $of grain, as did M r .  Jorgensen. 

H. B. M i l l s  w a s  t he  h e a v i e s t  l o se r  with 20 acres  of melon land 

covered wi th  sand. 

Moapa Improve- 

Las Vegas Age - October 7 ,  1916, i141, Volume E 

Considerable damage had been i n f l i c t e d  on proper ty  n e a r  

t he  Rio  Virgin.  The r i v e r  had r i s e n  t o  the  h ighes t  p o i n t  ' remem- 

bered  t o  t h a t  date .  It w a s  repor ted  t h a t  t he re  w a s  a s i x t y  f o o t  

gap i n  the  approach t o  t h e  b r idge  near  St. Thomas, b u t  t h e  steel  

span w a s  s t i l l  i n t a c t .  

L a s  Vegas Age - May 1 2 ,  1917 ,  #19, Volume XI11 

The southern p o r t i o n  of  the county suf fered  cons iderable  

of a deluge in t he  storm of Tuesday (May 8), although i n  the  Vegas 
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V a l l e y ,  t he  r a i n f a l l  was comparatively s l i g h t .  I n  Eldorado 

Canyon, the  f a l l  was heavy doing some small damage to  t h e  roads .  

About Goodsprings the  r a i n  was accompanied with s leet  and h a i l  

and assumed almost t h e  proport ions of a cloudburst ,  Some damage 

was done i n  t h e  town where good s ized  r i v e r s  f i l l e d  the  g u l l i e s ,  

drowned chickens and c u t  through gardens. 

Goodsprings and Jean was damaged i n  some places  where i t  c ros sed  

water courses .  On t h e  road from Jean t o  L a s  Vegas, t h e r e  w a s  

some damage, t h e r e  being numerous small washouts on the  o ld  

shoo-fly r a i l r o a d  grade no r th  of  E r i e .  

Las Vegas A g e  - August 4 ,  1 9 1 7 ,  # 3 1 ,  Volume XI11 

The road between 

A storm dur ing  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of the week ending August 4 ,  

damaged a l a r g e  acreage of land on the Moapa Indian Reservat ion.  

The f lood  came down t h e  Moapa River i n  g rea t  volume, covering 

a l f a l f a  f i e l d s  wi th  s i l t  and ru in ing  a l a rge  po r t ion  of the  

cantaloupes and o the r  crops. 

Las Vegas A g e  - March 1 6 ,  1918, #ll, Volume X I V  

Owing t o  t h e  heavy r a i n s  i n  the mountains on the 8 t h  of 

March, when t h e  down-pour reached a lmos t  the proport ions of a 

cloudburst  f o r  t he  per iod of e i g h t  hours,  the v a l l e y  of the  R i o  

Virgin experienced a severe flood. 

the f lood  ‘was a t  i t s  peak. 

t o  the  amount of $1,200 or $1,500 was done to  ranches,  cons ider -  

able land be ing  washed away by the  to r r en t .  

Newell L e a v i t t ,  Henry Leav i t t  and W. C ,  Bowman were among t h e  

On the  9th and 10th of March 

A t  Bunkervil le and Mesquite, damage 

I n  Bunkervi l le ,  
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s u f f e r e r s .  A t  Mesquite, W i l l  Hughes and Joe L e a v i t t  l o s t  some 

land. There was some damage i n  p l aces ,  t o  roads ;  t h e  running 

water removing the  e a r t h  and leaving the  rocks t o  p r o j e c t .  

L a s  Vegas Age - Saturday, J u l y  19 ,  1919,  1/29, Volume XV 

J u p i t e r  Pluvious pa id  Clark  County a b r i e f  v i s i t  on Thurs- 

day evening. 

Thursday evening's s torm w a s  a howling success.  It opened 

s h o r t l y  after nine o 'c lock w i t h  a rush of no isy  wind which seem- 

ed to- be at tempting t o  tear t h e  world up by the r o o t s .  How the 

r a i n  d i d  come down - a p e r f e c t  t o r r e n t  - i n  drops as b i g  as a 

Satsuma Plum. 

A f t e r  f i f t e e n  o r  twenty minutes of t h e  real s t u f f ,  th ings  

calmed down a b i t ,  bu t  u n t i l  t h e  small hours  of t he  morning, the  

cool ,  r e f r e s h i n g  downpour continued i n  moderation. The t o t a l  

r a i n f a l l  f o r  t he  storm amounted t o  1.10 inches.  

So far as w e  have been able t o  l e a r n ,  no damage w a s  done 

t o  property.  

of unimportant washouts, and i n  some p laces  the  county roads 

a r e  damaged by t h e  running waters. 

L a s  Vegas Age - J u l y  24, 1920, 1/30, Volume X V I  

The S a l t  Lake Route su f fe red  s l i g h t  de l ay  by reason 

Fr iday  af te rnoon ( J u l y  23) a heavy r a i n  storm having t h e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a c loudburs t ,  f e l l  i n  t h e  Moapa Val ley  area. 

Many acres of cantaloupes were swept away and t h e  boarding 

house a t  the  Gypsum works w a s  destroyed. 
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Las  Vegas Ape - August 2 7 ,  1921 ,  1/35 ,  Volume X V I I  

To r ren t i a l  r a i n s  f e l l  on var ious  sec t ions  of southern 

Nevada during t h e  .week o f  August 2 1  through August 26. 

though Las Vegas escaped the  downpour, the  Moapa and Virgin 

V a l l e y s  received t h e i r  share .  

f i n e d  m o s t l y  t o  roads.  

l a r g e  volume of water which c o l l e c t e d ,  from the  g r e a t  drainage 

bas in  of the r i v e r ,  t he  water being h igher  than f o r  s eve ra l  

years  a t  Bunkervi l le .  R. E .  Savage, res identengineer  of the  

S t a t e  Highway Department was i n  Bunkervi l le  Wednesday (August 

24). H e  repor ted  t h a t  the r i v e r  had d ive r t ed  i t s  channel a t  

t h e  s i t e  of  the b r idge  near Bunkerv i l le ,  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  was no 

Even 

Damage i n  Moapa V a l l e y  was con- 

The Rio Virgin Valley w a s  swept by a 

water passing under the  s tee l  spans r e c e n t l y  e r e c t e d ,  a t  g rea t  

c o s t  by the highway commission and Clark County. 

w a s  flowing under t h e  t res t le -work  approach t o  t h e  br idge.  

Savage a l s o  r epor t ed  t h a t  t h e  h e a v i e s t  r a i n  on record  f e l l  a t  

Bunkervil le and Mesquite. 

Thomas was impassable f o r  t h e  t i m e  being by the water c u t t i n g  

away the  approach on the  e a s t  s i d e ,  bu t  the steel  spans were 

undamaged. 

Las Vegas Ape - January 7 ,  1 9 2 2 ,  81, Volume X V I I I  

A l l  the  water 

M r .  

The b r idge  across  t h e  Virgin near S t .  

On Monday (January 2 ) , a  l a r g e  amount of water came down 

the  Meadow Valley Wash. 

from Clover Canyon, near the  Kiernan ranch,  caused considerable  

damage t o  Union P a c i f i c  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  near Ca l i en te .  The t r a c k  

This  water r e in fo rced  by f lood  waters 
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was washed o u t  i n  a cons iderable  number of p l aces ,  both above 

and below C a l i e n t e ,  and s e v e r a l  t r a i n s  were caught between the  

washouts. 

m i l e  east of Ca l i en te  t o  a po in t  1 2  m i l e s  east ,  there  being a 

number of s m a l l  washouts and two very bad ones caused by a change 

i n  the channel of the  r iver.  

washouts near Carp, one a t  Kiernan's ranch where the Clover 

Canyon comes i n  and one p l a c e  about one m i l e  west of Boyd. 

Las Vegas Age - August 1 9 ,  1922,  #33, Volume X V I I I  

The most s e r i o u s  damage extends from a poin t  one 

Below Cal ien te ,  t h e r e  are t h r e e  

The r a i n s  of Wednesday (August 16) and Thursday (August 17) 

caused cons iderable  damage t o  por t ions  of the  Moapa Valley. The 

rush  0-f water f r o m  Arrow Canyon i n t o  the upper end of t h e  Val ley 

came in g r e a t  volume, augmented by the flow from s i d e  canyons em- 

p ty i ag  i n t o  t h e  va l l ey .  Roads were almost o b l i t e r a t e d  i n  many 

p laces .  Bridges were swept away and much damage t o  crops and 

bu i ld ings  w a s  wrought. I n  Overton, the water swept through the 

houses of W. L. Jones and J. I, Earl, being over the top of the  

wheels of a Ford car  i n  the yard of the l a t te r .  It a l s o  flowed 

i n t o  the  drug s t o r e  and i n t o  many o ther  houses. An adobe house 

on the W. L. Jones place i n  which was s to red  farm machinery, 

was crumbled and swept away. Considerable damage was a l s o  re- 

por ted  a t  t h e  Wiser ranch a t  which place a concrete  dam was 

broken away, A t  Kaolin,  there w a s  a l s o  considerable  damage done, 

bu t  S t ,  Thomas escaped. 
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L a s  Vegas Age - J u l y  14, 1923,  #28, Volume X I X  

The heated t e r m  w a s  broken during the pas t  week by some 

Fdeal storms and a s m a l l  r a i n f a l l  over the country i n  general  

on Wednesday. The r a i n ,  although l e s s  than .1 of an inch,  

was of cons iderable  b e n e f i t  i n  cooling and pur i fy ing  the a i r .  

The dus t  w a s  p a r t i a l l y  l a i d  and some b e n e f i t s  t o  the roads r e -  

su l t ed .  

Sunday af te rnoon a cloudburst  i n  the mountains southwest 

of Las Vegas s e n t  a l a r g e  volume of water through s e v e r a l  of 

t h e  ranches and d id  cons iderable  damage t o  property i n  i t s  path.  

The road between L a s  Vegas and Searchl ight  was made impassable 

and t r a v e l  was suspended u n t i l  Monday. 

Las Vegas Age - J u l y  28, 1923, #30, Volume X I X  

A t o r r e n t i a l  downpour i n  Las  Vegas accompanied by h a i l ,  

wind, and l i g h t n i n g ,  caused considerable  damage t o  proper ty  

Monday af te rnoon ( J u l y  23) between four  and f i v e  o 'c lock.  Dur- 

ing  the  storm, which l a s t e d  about one hour, t h e  r a i n  gauge of 

the loca l  weather s t a t i o n  r e g i s t e r e d  1.98 inches of p r e c i p i t a -  

t i o n ,  b u t  i t  w a s  es t imated  t h a t  t he  r a i n f a l l  was 50 percent  

g rea t e r  than  t h e  gauge r e g i s t e r e d  due t o  high winds. The storm 

'was q u i t e  l o c a l  and centered i n  L a s  Vegas. 

out on t h e  S t .  Thomas road,  t he re  w a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  no r a i n .  East 

and south of  t h e  c i t y ,  the  storm w a s  confined t o  the  r a d i u s  of 

a few m i l e s .  

The storm f i r s t  came out  of the  south,  then veered t o  the  .west 

and no r th .  

S i x  o r  seven miles  

West, t he  downpour d i d  no t  extend beyond Tule. 

Some h a i l  came with t h e  f i n a l  b u r s t  of t he  storm, ' 
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but  t h e  h a i l  s tones  were not  l a r g e  enough t o  break windows ex- 

cep t  i n  a few cases .  Damage t o  property w a s  ex tens ive  as desc r ib -  

ed i n  the  fo l lowing  paragraphs. 

The Clark  Building was s t r u c k  by l i g h t n i n g ,  with damage 

est imated a t  about f i v e  hundred d o l l a r s .  

A small co t t age  on Eighth S t r e e t  was r o l l e d  over twice and 

then s h a t t e r e d  by t h e  wind. 

A t  Ladd's Resor t ,  a bath house w a s  blown i n t o  t h e  pool and 

wind blowing through an open door on the  garage caused i t  t o  

c o l l a p s e  t h e  garage with damage t o  t h e  Resort es t imated  a t  s e v e r a l  

thousand d o l l a r s .  

The west w a l l  of the  Oasis Confectionafy. f e l l  outward and 

damage was es t imated  a t  between f o u r  hundred and f i v e  hundred 

d o l l a r s  . 
The east w a l l  of t he  bu i ld ing  owned by W i l l  Beckley and 

occupied by B a l l  Brothers Grocery co l lapsed  wi th  t h e  s i d e  w a l l  

f a l l i n g  outward and t h e  roof p o r t i o n  being unsupported, crashed 

down upon s t o c k  and f i x t u r e s .  Loss was es t imated  a t  between 

$1,500 and $2,000 i n  add i t ion  t o  the  c o s t  of sa lvaging  and 

moving merchandise, and the l o s s  of bus iness .  

The Union P a c i f i c  Rai l road s u f f e r e d  t h e  h e a v i e s t  monetary 

loss. The roof of  the  grea t  shop b u i l d i n g  cons t ruc ted  of two 

inch planks w a s  s h a t t e r e d  by l i g h t n i n g  i n  two p laces  and g r e a t  

ho le s  remain where t h e  s h a t t e r e d  timbers were s t r i p p e d  o f f .  

Fragments off t he  roof were s t rewn over a l a r g e  area of t h e  r a i l -  
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way yards. The west end wall of the shop bu i ld ing  was demolished. 

The east w a l l  of the  round house was blown i n , r e s u l t i n g  i n  con- 

s ide rab le  damage. The,power house w a s  f looded and t h e  engine 

p i t s  f i l l e d  with water. The b ig  p o l e s  c a r r y i n g  the  t ransformers  

and power l i n e s  were thrown down. There was some damage t o  the  

shop machinery, bu t  t h i s  w a s  small. The loss  t o  the  r a i l r o a d  

probably w i l l  n o t  exceed f i f t e e n  o r  twenty thousand d o l l a r s .  

The I c e  P lan t  of t he  P. F. E. su f f e red  s m a l l  damage t o  t h e i r  

platforms and power l i n e s ,  amounting t o  probably one hundred 

d o l l a r s  . 
The Standard O i l  P l a n t  was s l i g h t l y  damaged, es t imated-  a t  

f i f t y  d o l l a r s .  

Some damage was s u f f e r e d  a t  the  G r i f f i t h  Bui lding,  where 

the  Post  Off ice  i s  loca ted .  

f r o n t  of the  Pos tOf f i cewas  blown i n .  

was broken allowing a deluge of water t o  drench the  upper f l o o r  

and run down i n t o  the  Pos t  Office and the  stores below. 

The l a r g e  p l a t e  g l a s s  window i n  the  

A s k y l i g h t  i n  t h e  roof 

The concrete  coping on the  f r o r t o f  t he  l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g  f e l l  

outward and most of t h e  p l a s t e r i n g  of t h e  l i b r a r y  room f e l l  f rom 

the  c e i l i n g .  

I. C.  Johnson's warehouse had the  end blown i n .  

The warehouse of t h e  Edward W .  C l a r k  Forwarding Company was 

wracked u n t i l  i t  had a l ean ing  toward one s i d e  and end, bu t  i t  

did not  co l lapse .  

The s l i d i n g  door a t  the west entrance t o  the  express  o f f i c e  
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was t o r n  from i t s  f a s t en ings .  

The Troy Steam Laundry s u f f e r e d  broken g lass  and a thorough 

drenching. 

Severa l  hundred f e e t  of the  h igh  board fence on the  F i f t h  

Street  s i d e  of the  Fairgrounds w a s  blown down. 

The Las  Vegas Brick and P l a s t e r  Company su f fe red  some damage 

due t o  water flowing through t h e i r  yard and undermining p i l e s  of 

b r i c k .  

Many cellars i n  the  bus iness  p o r t i o n  of Las Vegas were 

f looded doing some damage t o  s t o r e d  goods. Cellars under many 

r e s idences  a l s o  were p a r t i a l l y  f i l l e d  wi th  water. 

Although many of t h e  streets were running r i v e r s  of water, 

i n  some cases  over t h e  s idewalks,  t h e  C i t y  suf fe red  bu t  s l i g h t  

damage t o  s t reets ,  

I n  s e v e r a l  po r t ions  of town, shade trees were uprooted and 

bea ten  down. Some of t he  f i n e  umbrella t r e e s  were s p l i t  and 

broken. Streets and yards were s t rewn with broken branches. 

The Arrowhead T r a i l  Highway w a s  s l i g h t l y  damaged i n  some 

places, but  t r a v e l  w a s  delayed only  a f e w  hours. 

The o f f i c e s  of A. A .  Hinman, T. M. C a r r o l l  and the  Las 

Vegas Age, i n  the  Overland Bui ld ing ,  were drenched wi th  water.  

The Age s u f f e r e d  but  s l i g h t  damage. The contents  of  M r .  C a r r o l l ' s  

o f f i c e  were w e l l  soaked by water which poured through the  c e i l i n g ,  

but h i s  loss was small. M r .  Hinman s u f f e r e d  damage t o  the amount 

of approximately $500 from the  drenching of h i s  l a w  l i b r a r y ,  
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f i l i n g  cases and desks. 

The water w a s  forced through p r a c t i c a l l y  every roof  i n  Las 

Vegas t o  a g rea t e r  o r  lesser degree,  l eav ing  many d isco lored  

c e i l i n g s ,  but  not r e s u l t i n g  i n  any s u b s t a n t i a l  damage. 

L a s  Vegas Age, August 8 ,  1925, #32,  Volume XXL 

During the week of August 2 through 7 ,  heavy downpours 

occurred i n  the Las Vegas v i c i n i t y .  

damage. 

of t he  f i r s t  summit, about 20 m i l e s  from Las Vegas. 

ton Park road a l s o  su f fe red  severe ly .  

Las  Vegas escaped without 

The Vegas-Searchlight road was badly washed t h i s  s i d e  

The Charles- 

Near the McGriff Ranch, 

eight miles  south of Vegas, t h e  downpour was unusual ly  heavy. 

L a s  Vegas Age, September 19 ,  1925, #38,  Volume XXI 

Tor ren t i a l  storms which reached cloudburst  p ropor t ions  i n  

some sec t ions  Friday morning (September 1 8 ) ,  wrought havoc t o  

the  Union P a c i f i c  Rai l road  l i n e s  i n  the  Meadow Valley Wash, dam- 

aged the Arrowhead T r a i l  Highway t o  a s l i g h t  e x t e n t  and caused 

more or  less damage t o  ranches and crops over a t e r r i t o r y  of 

considerable ex ten t .  

It  appears t h a t  the f i r s t  d e s t r u c t i o n  came from t h e  s t o r m  

which centered i n  t h e  Pahranagat Range, between Meadow Valley 

Wash and Pahranagat V a l l e y .  The w a t e r  from t h i s  storm roared 

down the  mountain canyons, t e a r i n g  out  s ec t ions  of t h e  r a i l -  

road where they poured i n t o  Meadow Val ley  Wash; i n  o t h e r  places  

covering the t racks  f o r  hundreds of feet wi th  a mass of sand and 

rocks from four  t o  t e n  f e e t  i n  depth. Following the  f i r s t  cloud- 
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b u r s t  with i t s  d e s t r u c t i o n  on the  main l i n e ,  another deluge 

occurred i n  the country between Cal ien te  and Pioche. 

r epor t ed  t h a t  some t h r e e  m i l e s  of the Pioche Branch of t h e  Union 

P a c i f i c  were destroyed.  This  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the Caliente- 

Pioche Highway had a l s o  s u f f e r e d  severely.  

escaped, f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w i th  b u t  l i g h t  damage. Small cu t s  were 

made i n  several p l aces ,  which were e a s i l y  repaired.  

Val ley s u f f e r e d  cons ide rab le  damage. The f lood  f a i l e d  t o  fol low 

the drainage c a n a l  and t h e  water was running through the  farms, 

b r ing ing  cons ide rab le  l o s s .  The Moapa V a l l e y  Branch of  t h e  Union 

P a c i f i c  l o s t  two b r idges ,  t he  f lood  taking out  the  p i l i n g  and 

running over t h e  top  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s .  

White S t a r  P l a n t  was s e r i o u s l y  damaged. 

road w a s  cons iderably  damaged. Two bridges were out  and t h e  ford  

a c r o s s  the  r iver  above Logandale was washed f i v e  feet  deeper than 

i t  was. 

be approximately $1,000. 

Val ley I r r i g a t i o n  Company had been destroyed and water w i l l  n o t  

be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  the  lower v a l l e y  u n t i l  t h i s  i s  repaired.  

b r idge  on t h e  Arrowhead T r a i l  Highway near  Glendale su f fe red  no 

damage . 
L a s  Vegas Age - Saturday,  J u l y  24, 1926,  830, Volume XXII 

It w a s  

The Arrowhead Highway 

The Moapa 

The br idge near t h e  

The Moapa Valley county- 

The c o s t  t o  t h e  county t o  put  t h e  road i n  r e p a i r  w i l l  

The d ive r s ion  dam used by the Muddy 

The 

A 1  E. Buys of  Goodsprings w a s  caught i n  the rush of water 

from a cloudburst  on h i s  way t o  Las  Vegas, Sunday af ternoon.  

H i s  car was swept from t h e  road j u s t  f a r  enough s o  t h a t  he  was 

t i e d  up u n t i l  n i n e  o ' c l o c k  t h a t  evening before  securing h e l p  
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t o  ge t  i t  back on t h e  roadway. Beyond a good wet t ing ,  and an 

annoying delay,  M r .  Buys did not s u f f e r  any hardships.  The 

c a r ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  was no t  in jured .  

The mishap occurred a t  a po in t  where the road c r o s s e s  a 

wash a s h o r t  distance beyond the  McGriff Ranch. The c loudburs t  

occurred i n  the country west of Arden, probably i n  the  v i c i n i t y  

of t he  Cottonwood Ranch. 

- J u l y  27 ,  1926, (From USACE Muddy River Report) 

A f l o o d  on J u l y  27 caused considerable  damage on t h e  

upper Muddy River. 

of damage could be found i n  the newspaper f i l e s .  

Las Vegas Review, February 1 9 ,  1927, #14, Volume X I X  

No record of magnitude of flood o r  e x t e n t  

Although the highways on three  s ides  of Las  Vegas were 

blocked by deep waters on Wednesday n i g h t  (February 16) , the  

Sea rch l igh t  road w a s  t he  only one on which the blockade l a s t e d  

over two hours .  S e v e r a l  ca r s  were t i e d  up behind a nine-mile  

washout area on t h e  Sea rch l igh t  road. 

Arrowhead T r a i l  sou th  of the  C i t y  h e l d  up t r a f f i c  f o r  two hours. 

Las  Vegas Review, August 30, 1927, 1/68, Volume X I X  

Two feet  of water on the  

Eighways l ead ing  out  of Las  Vegas i n  four  d i r e c t i o n s ,  were 

the main s u f f e r e r s  from a series of  c loudbursts  which deluged 

a l l  of southern  Nevada and southern Utah, and por t ions  of southern 

C a l i f o r n i a ,  during t h e  p a s t  four  days (August 25-29). Damage t o  

property had been comparatively small, t h i s  together wi th  the 

fact  t h a t  no  l i v e s  were l o s t ,  being due m o s t l y  to  t h e  comparative 

2.2 



sparseness of t he  population, according t o  r e p o r t s  from t h e  inun- 

dated areas. 

August 30, showed as follows: 

out near  S t ,  George; cars he ld  up over twenty-four hours ,  now 

making t h e i r  way over temporary road ,  Arrowhead T r a i l ,  South 

highway washed out a t  Baker, t r a f f i c  h e l d  up f o r  s e v e r a l  hours.  

Tonopah Highway - badly washed from Lorenzi Resort  f o r  e ighteen  

m i l e s  toward Tonopah. Unconfirmed r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  several 

o the r  severe washouts toward Tonopah, a l though s t i l l  p o s s i b l e  t o  

pass. Searchl ight  Road - e igh ty  pe rcen t  washed o u t ,  according 

t o  County Road Supervisor King. Dry Lake contained more water 

than a t  any t i m e  i n  r ecen t  yea r s ,  t h e  road i s  passable ,  bu t  

n e a r l y  a day i s  necessary t o  d r i v e  from Needles. 

Reports on highway condi t ions  compiled a t  noon on 

Arrowhead Tra i l ,  North - bad .wash- 

The Tonopah a.nd Searchl ight  roads a lone ,  w i l l  c o s t  t h e  S t a t e  

and County seve ra l  thousand d o l l a r s  t o  repa?-r. 

Moapa Valley was recovering from a four-day deluge (August 

25-29) ,  on Tuesday August 30, which temporar i ly  i s o l a t e d  t h e  

town f rom any automobile connection wi th  t h e  ou t s ide  world. 

The heavy r a i n s  and accompanying c loudburs t s ,  badly damaged t h e  

Home Ranch Indian  Reservation and upper Livingston Ranch, which 

were under between six and e i g h t  inches of water f o r  th i r ty- two 

hours ,  

t o  Moapa was washed ou t ,  t he  d i v e r s i o n  dam of t he  Muddy River 

I r r i g a t i o n  Companyms swept away i n  t h e  rush ing  water, whi le  t h e  

Meadow V a l l e y  f o r d  between Glendale and Moapa and t h e  Muddy River 

The Livingston br idge on t h e  o ld  county road from Glendale 
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f o r d  between Glendale and Overton were a l s o  gone. 

road crews had been put  t o  work under the  d i r e c t i o n  of County 

Severa l  county 

Supervisor King, r e p a i r i n g  the  danage, which r a n  i n t o  the  thou- 

sands of d o l l a r s .  

Las Vegas Review, November 11, 1927,  # 8 9 ,  Volume X I X  

Floods i n  Moapa Valley d id  considerable  damage by tak ing  out  

the Meadow Valley c ross ing  and about twenty f e e t  of road i n  "The 

Narrows. I 1  

Las Vegas A g e ,  Tuesday, August 14,  1928,  # 7 7 ,  Volume XX 

Washouts caused by yes t e rday ' s  r a i n  occurred l a t e  yester- 

day af ternoon about seven miles e a s t  of the C i ty ,  and served 

t o  t i e  up t r a f f i c  temporarily.  

The damage was discovered by a patrolman pu t  on by the  

maintenance foreman t o  watch the  cu lver t s ,and  c o n s i s t s  of one 

washout 12 feet  wide near  one c u l v e r t ,  and the undermining of 

the  road a t  another c u l v e r t .  

looks p e r f e c t l y  good, bu t  t he  grade has  been washed o u t  under- 

neath the grave l ,  leaving about  s i x  inches o f  g rave l  suspended 

i n  a i r ,  without any foundation. 

In  the  l a t t e r  ca se ,  the road 

The maintenance crew w a s  pu t  t o  work a t  once making tempor- 

a r y  r e p a i r s .  

from the Oasis Serv ice  S t a t i o n  t o  a p o i n t  about e i g h t  m i l e s  east 

of Las  Vegas. 

detour ,  and temporary r e p a i r s  'were completed by ten  o ' c lock  t h i s  

It  was found necessary t o  c l o s e  t h e  main highway 

For tuna te ly ,  t h e  o ld  road furn ished  a very f a i r  

morning. 
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The new Boulder C i t y  highway suf fered  the g r e a t e s t  damage 

i n  southern Nevada, a w a l l  of water having poured over i t  f o r  

some t i m e  a t  a p o i n t  about  four  m i l e s  from Las Vegas, endangering 

the  l i v e s  of a p a r t y  o f  four  who attempted t o  d r i v e  thru  on S a t -  

urday evening. 

The underpass between Las Vegas and Dry Lake on the S a l t  

Lake highway a l s o  s u f f e r e d  severe washout and inundat ion,  t he  

highway department be ing  compelled t o  assist passing automobiles 

by means of t rucks  f o r  some t i m e .  

The highway t h r e e  miles out toward the a i r p o r t ,  where Vegas 

Wash c r o s s e s ,  was badly washed, bu t  passable;  the  f ive-mile  

stret.c.h beyond t h a t  p o i n t  being washed comp1,etely i n  p laces ;  

t h e  shoulders  be ing  p a r t i a l l y  o r  completely washed away i n  

p l a c e s  a l so .  

The road f r o m  Char les ton  Boulevard across  t o  the Reno 

Highway by way of the F i l b y  Ranch was washed out so badly,  

t r a v e l  was completely b a r r e d  u n t i l  r e p a i r s  a r e  made. 

The Los Angeles Highway, near  t he  Red R o o s t e r ,  w a s  damaged 

s l i g h t l y  by a flow of more than a f o o t  of water which passed 

over i t  . 
L a s t  n i g h t ' s  ra in ,  fol lowing on the  h e e l s  of t h e  damaging 

ra in  of  the n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  impeded the progress of t r a f f i c  OR 

t he  de tour  which had been put  t o  use by the  S t a t e  Highway D e -  

a r tment  t o  keep t r a v e l  o f f  t he  damaged por t ion  of t he  Boulder 

C i t y  Highway. 
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The detour  had been put t o  use taking cars around t h e  o l d  

hLghway t o  a po in t  a shor t  d i s t ance  beyond the  worst washout. 

Las  Vegas Evening Review, August 5 ,  1929,  #165, Voluine X X I  

A deluge l a t e  Sunday af te rnoon (August 4 )  completely 

blockaded t r a f f i c  on the t h r e e  main highways leading out of L a s  

Vegas, l eav ing  only the Searchl ight  road unharmed. The s t o r m  

s t a r t e d  e a r l y  i n  the a f te rnoon,  increased i n  volume as t h e  hours 

passed, u n t i l  a t  least two major c loudbursts ,  and seve ra l  t o r -  

r e n t s  of similar proport ions l e f t  huge gaps i n  the highways. 

A r e p o r t  of  the  s i t u a t i o n  re leased  by C.  C.  Boyer, S t a t e  

Highway Engineer,  and J .  P. King, County Road Supervisor,  

showed the  fol lowing condi t ions :  

1. Arrowhead Tra i l  south of Las Vegas - Badly washed 

from Jean t o  the  S t a t e  l i n e ,  Ca l i fo rn ia  State Highway 

vir tual ly  ru ined  from Dry Lake, near the Nevada-Cali- 

f o r n i a  state l i n e  t o  approximately 15 miles below Baker; 

c loudburs t  s t r u c k  near  Windmill, holding up t r a f f i c  

f o r  s e v e r a l  hours;  highway now passable ,  bu t  travel is 

slow. Damage est imated a t  approximately $50,000. 

L a s  Vegas-Beatty highway v i r t u a l l y  washed away f o r  seven 

m i l e s ,  near Tule ,  where the  Charleston road leaves  t h e  

highway; t h r e e  b r idges  destroyed; grade damaged S O  badly  

t h a t  e n t i r e  r econs t ruc t ion  w i l l  probably be necessary.  

Arrowhead T r a i l  n o r t h  of the C i t y  - badly damaged a t  

2. 

3 .  

t h e  f i r s t  wash 4.5 m i l e s  f r o n  corner of Fremont and Main; 
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pavement s t i l l  i n t a c t  and passable ;  C a l i f o r n i a  Wash, 

43 m i l e s  ou t ,  between Crys t a l  and Glendale i s  bad, bu t  

passable;  highway between Bunkervi l le  and Mesquite w a s  

badly damaged a l s o .  

The b i g  deluge h i t  on the no r th  s i d e  of Charleston 

Mountain and raced down the draw i n  a v i r tua l  r i v e r ,  c r o s s i n g  

the  highway near  Las  Vegas about t h r e e  feet deep, from six 

o'clock l a s t  evening (August 4 )  until long after midnight; the 

r o a r  of t h e  swi r l ing  water could be hea rd  f o r  a d i s t a n c e  of a 

ha l f -mi le  from the  wash, and between 60 and 100 cars were h e l d  

up back of the  stream. 

leaving  t h e  main channel and washing back alongside the highway, 

f o r  the pmemen:t i n  t h e  wash itself w a s  n o t  damaged excep t  f o r  

being l e f t  without any support ing material on e i t h e r  s i d e .  

The main damage w a s  done by waters 

The deluge followed v i r t u a l l y  every wash from t h a t  p o i n t  

t o  Mesquite, al though i n  only the  few ins t ances  mentioned above 

was any great damage done. 

Windmill Wash, 75 miles south ,  flowed some two feet deep 

f o r  several hours ,  holding over 100 c a r s  on e i t h e r  s i d e .  

Las Vegas Evening Review, August 2 7 ,  1929,  #184, Volume XXI 

Rain drenched t h e  southern p o r t i o n  of Las Vegas, and b a r e l y  

sp r ink led  i n  the  downtown d i s t r i c t  on Monday, August 26. 

from t h e  proport ions o f  the deluge i n  t h e  southern p a r t ,  a 

cloudburst  may have s t r u c k  somewhere nearby. 

f a i l e d  t o  d i sc lose  any information r ega rd ing  t h i s ,  however. 

Judging 

Late r e p o r t s  had 

Sunday's downpour (August 25) wrecked, f o r  t h e  second t i m e  

i n  t h r e e  weeks, several miles of t he  s ta te  highway nea r  t h e  
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Charleston turnoff  and washed out  a por t ion  of the Arrowhead 

Tra i l  on the  Mormon Mesa, s e v e r a l  m i l e s  t h i s  s i d e  of Bunkervi l le .  

The Normon Mesa washout ‘was n o t  se r ious .  

Las Vegas Evening Review, September 2 ,  1929,  #189, Volume XXI 

Cloudbursts s t r i k i n g  near  Las Vegas on Sunday (September 1) , 
turned Charleston 3oulevard i n t o  a r i v e r ,  w e s t  of the  r a i l r o a d  

t r acks ,  and disgorged water i n  g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s  i n t o  Garces and 

Bonneville Streets , draining i n t o  F i f t h  Street i n  wide streams . 
The highway t o  Black Canyon was under water f o r  s e v e r a l  

miles,  but was passable  a t  las t  accounts. 

of t he  Tonopah Highway near t h e  Charleston t u r n o f f ,  which h a s  

been r e b u i l t  t h r e e  times t h i s  summer, was aga in  washed out.  

The e i g h t  mile s t r e t c h  

A l l  washes no r th  and south of the  C i ty  c a r r i e d  t h e i r  u s u a l  

quota of water ,  but  the highways were no t  damaged. 

Las Vegas Evening Review, September 3, 1929, #190, Volume XXI 

The .washes around Las Vegas were once again f i l l e d  on 

Monday (September Z) ,  by heavy downpours i n  t h i s  area. The sec- 

ond wash p a s t  t he  Desierto Inn ,  south of t he  C i t y ,  c a r r i e d  t h r e e  

f e e t  of water f o r  over an hour ,  and some t h i r t y - f i v e  cars were 

lined up on both  s i d e s  awai t ing the  subsiding of t h e  water. I n  

Las Vegas i tself  , Charleston Boulevard poured muddy waters i n t o  

the southern r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n  of t h e  C i ty ,  and several homes 

i n  the  newer po r t ions  of the C i ty  were shut  of f  from the rest 

of the  City,  by t h e  high waters. 

ported.  

No s c b s t a n t i a l  damage .was re- 
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Las Vegas Evening Review, August 23, 1930, 8199, Volume XXII 

On Wednesday (August 20), t h e  underpass where t h e  Arrowhead 

Trail c ros ses  under the  Union Paci.f ic Railway, 29 m i l e s  no r th  

of Las Vegas, was reopened f o r  t r a f f i c .  The underpass and t h e  

sec t ion  of highway i n  t h a t  area w a s  damaged by a cloudburst ,  

which occurred sometime w i t h i n  t h e  previous week. The s e c t i o n  

of  highway w a s  completely des t royed ,  the  shoulders  having been 

washed away and the  oil-bound g rave l  su r f ac ing  .washed out .  

Las Vegas Evening Review-Journal, J u l y  31, 1931, #183, Volume XXIII 

A c loudburs t  s t r u c k  t h e  Bunkerv i l le  area a t  about 4:30 i n  

the morning, J u l y  30. A two-foot w a l l  of water swept through 

a po r t ion  of  the town-, on i n t o  t h e  Virgin River ,  r i p p i n g  out  

several highway f i l l s ,  and t e a r i n g  away t h e  prel iminary work 

on t h e  new Virgin River b r i d g e ,  doing damage est imated a t  approxi- 

mately $2,000 when the  excavat ions  f o r  the p r o j e c t  were f i l l e d  

with sand and debr i s .  Damage t o  Virg in  Val ley ranches,  highways 

and crops w a s  n o t  s e r ious .  Reports  dec la red  t h a t  whi le  s e v e r a l  

ranches s u f f e r e d  temporary damage f rom sand be ing  swept i n ,  and 

water soaking res idences  and s t o r e d  c rops ,  t he re  was no permanent 

damage of any s e r i o u s  n a t u r e .  

Las  Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Aug. 1 2 ,  1931, //193, Vol. 

A thunderstorm h i t  t h e  Las  Vegas area between 8 and 9 A. M e  

Wednesday (August 12 )  

f o r  s eve ra l  hours  , was es t ima ted  u n o f f i c i a l l y  t o  have p r e c i p i -  

A sudden downpour of r a i n  which continued 

t a t ed  two inches of water du r ing  the  forenoon. 
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The r o o f l e s s  Boggs Building on Fremont, near  Fourth,  under 

cons t ruc t ion ,  s u f f e r e d  damage t o  the  newlaid wood f l o o r  and the  

new p l a s t e r ,  with water l i t e r a l l y  streaming down the  walls t o  

t h e  f loo r .  

keeping t h e  f l o o r  c l e a r  of water. 

pected t o  make necessary  the resanding  and reworking of the 

e n t i r e  f l o o r .  

Seven men with brooms worked zealously f o r  an hour 

The swel l ing,  however, i s  ex- 

Four o r  f i v e  s i g n a l  po les  and a transformer block on the 

Union P a c i f i c  Rai l road  right-of-way j u s t  south of Charleston 

Boulevard were down discommoding a qua r t e r  of a m i l e  of s i g n a l  

system. 

With streets i n  var ious  p a r t s  of the  c i t y  running with water, 

s e r v i c e  cars and wreckers were kept  busy p u l l i n g  ca r s  out of the  

m i r e .  The water completely covered t h e  streets and highway i n  

p laces  i n  the  south end of the  c i t y .  

Shor t ly  be fo re  six o ' c l o c k  l a s t  n igh t  a cloudburst  swept 

down out of t h e  Cal ico Mountains and across  the  Union P a c i f i c  

Rai l road tracks, t h r e e  miles east o f  Yermo, washing out  about a 

t en th  of a m i l e  of t r a c k  and n e c e s s i t a t i n g  the  r e rou t ing  of t rains 

over the Tonopah and Tidewater Tracks.  A t r a i n  due i n  Las  Vegas 

e a r l y  t h i s  morning a r r i v e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  noon Wednesday (August 12 

Travel  on t h e  highway near  Yermo was he ld  up f o r  more than 

four  hours las t  n i g h t ,  accord ing  t o  t o u r i s t s  because the storm 

had washed huge boulders  onto the road. This obs t ruc t ion  was 

f i n a l l y  c l e a r e d  and t r a f f i c  was r o l l i n g  unimpeded Wednesday (Aug- 

u s t  1 2 ) .  
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Moapa r epor t ed  r a i n s  i n  the surrounding h i l l s ,  b u t  n o t  i n  

the town. 

The Boulder C i ty  Highway suf fered  some damage from t h e  

Storm,  t h e  new o i l e d  po r t ion  being washed over a g r e a t  p o r t i o n  

of i t s  length.  

road, highway workers were placed a t  one p o i n t  i n  order  t o  ge t  

the water o f f  as soon as p o s s i b l e  t o  prevent  a complete c o l l a p s e  

of a l a r g e  sec t ion .  

Las Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Feb. 15, 1932, f 3 9 ,  Volume X X I V  

While the re  was no ser ious  damage done t o  the  

On Monday, February 8, a f lood  swept through a canyon a t  

Blue Diamond i n  which the  l o c a l  school b u i l d i n g  w a s  l oca t ed .  

The teacher  and twelve c h i l d r e n  were marooned i n  t h e  schoo l  

bu i ld ing  f o r  s e v e r a l  hours. 

near ly  two days, some s ix  inches s t i l l  surrounded t h e  school  

bu i ld ing  Wednesday morning (February 10). N o  s e r i o u s  damage 

was repor ted .  

k s  Vegas Evening Review-Journal Ju ly  11 1932 #164, Vol. XXIV 

The storm s t ruck  s h o r t l y  before  six o ' c l o c k  Sunday evening 

I t  extended from Ind ian  Springs on t h e  west, t o  

Water stood i n  t h e  canyon f o r  

(July 10). 

Boulder C i ty  on the  east ,  and from Mountain Pass on t h e  sou th ,  

t o  p a s t  S t .  Thomas on the  nor th .  

and C r y s t a l  was w e l l  washed by t h e  water,  b u t  so  f a r  as could 

be l ea rned ,  no g r e a t  damage was done. 

The road between Las Vegas 

The storm i n f l i c t e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  damage t o  proper ty  on the  

Boulder Dam Highway between Midway C i t y  and Sunset.  

of d o l l a r s  i n  damage was done t o  homes and bus iness  b u i l d i n g s  

Thousands 
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i n  t h i s  area.  

and another man, whose name could n o t  be  a sce r t a ined ,  

t h e i r  car  w a s  over-turned by the rush ing  water. 

Two persons were be l ieved  k i l l e d ,  M r s .  A .  G r i m e s  

when 

The f lood water f loa t ed  a gaso l ine  pump out  of the  ground. 

The a i r  i n  the  tank which was shallow-buried, furn ished  the  float- 

som f a c t o r .  

f l o a t i n g  on the  water. 

submerged w a s  on t h e  south s i d e  of the  road a t  Whitney. 

The e n t i r e  o u t f i t  s tuck  up high i n t o  t h e  a i r  whi le  

The se rv ice  s t a t i o n  which was completely 

Chief of po l i ce  Bodell of Boulder C i ty  repor ted  t h a t  a t  

one o ' c lock  Monday morning (July ll), t h e  water was s t i l l  run- 

n ing  f i v e  feet  deep and 100 feet  wide i n  seve ra l  po r t ions  of t h e  

v a l l e y ,  as far as f i f t e e n  m i l e s  from the  highway. 

L a s  Vegas Evening Review-Journal, J u l y  1 2 ,  1932,  11165, Vol, XXIv 

The lower Virgin River br idge on t h e  Arrowhead T r a i l  was 

under water f o r  s e v e r a l  hours Monday n i g h t  (July 111, b u t  was 

performing i t s  r egu la r  funct ion by m i d  Tuesday morning, accord- 

i n g  t o  C. C. Boyer, Division of  Highways Engineer. 

over the  br idge  throughout the n i g h t ,  b u t  did no t  damage t h e  

s t r u c t u r e .  A l s o ,  as a r e s u l t  of t he  r e c e n t  storm ( Ju ly  lo), 

many farms i n  the Moapa Valley were under water, bu t  damage w a s  

expected t o  be small when the water recedes.  

River was up considerably above normal. 

Las Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Aug. 2 7 ,  1932,  #205, VOl. X X W  

The lower Virgin River br idge w a s  washed out  e a r l y  Saturday 

Water flowed 

The level of Muddy 

mor.ning (August 2 7 ) .  

t h r e e  sepa ra t e  c loudbursts  during the  n i g h t .  

The bridge w a s  continuously b a t t e r e d  by 

According t o  Div i s ion  
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,of Highways Engineer C.  C. Boyer, of t h e  State  Highway Department, 

the f i r s t  c loudburst  t o  s t r i k e ,  h i t  s h o r t l y  before  midnight,  t h i s  

was followed by one a t  Beaver Dam. Although these raised the  

water of the Virg in  River w e l l  over the s t r u c t u r e ,  the  t h i r d  which 

'washed down from F o r t  P ie rce  i n  the  Zion Park area s p e l l e d  des t ruc-  

t ion  f o r  the  s t r u c t u r e .  According t o  Boyer, the  waters t o r e  the 

bridge loose from i t s  moorings on both s i d e s  of the r i v e r  and 

then, w i t h  a f i n a l  surge,  fo lded  i t  up i n  the middle. The  br idge 

went out  a t  4:lO Saturday morning, wi th  the  f lood pouring f i v e  

f ee t  over i t s  runway, and hundreds of c a r s  were he ld  up on each 

side.  

Las Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Aug. 29, 1932, #206, Vol. XXIV 

A deluge on Saturday n t g h t  (August 27) d e l t  Mesquite' what 

was c a l l e d  the worst  f lood i n  f o r t y  years. Many farms i n  the 

val ley were covered wi th  from one t o  t h r e e  f c e t  of mud, while  

the canal  system which provides  water f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  was badly 

damaged. 

car r ied  away by the fo rce  of t he  storm, the  highways on both s ides  

of Mesquite were washed badly,  and one of the smaller br idges 

i n  the Arizona s t r i p  w a s  washed away. 

Las Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Aug. 15, 1933, f193, Vol. XXV 

In a d d i t i o n  t o  the  lower Virg in  River br idge  being 

A miniature  c loudburst ,  cen te r ing  about  Las Vegas, raged 

f o r  s eve ra l  hours Monday n i g h t ,  August 14, drenching the  e n t i r e  

countryside f o r  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  , b u t  miss ing  Boulder C i t y  e n t i r e l y .  

Preceded by a heavy wind which uprooted trees, r ipped the  tops 

o f f  scores  of o t h e r s ,  blew away benches and awnings, and i n  one 
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instance,  c a r r i e d  -a small cabin f i f t y  feet  t o  a r e s t i n g  p l ace  

against  a fence ,  t he  r a i n  put  s eve ra l  s e c t i o n s  o f  a l l  four  high- 

ways leading ou t  of t h e  c i t y  under water, bu t  C. C. Boyer, 

Division of Highways Engineer , reported no damage had been done, 

except t o  .wash the  shoulders  s l i g h t l y  i n  some sec t ions .  The 

heaviest  flow of water on t h e  highway according t o  Boyer was 

near the a i r p o r t ,  e i g h t  m i l e s  nor th ,  where a steady stream sev- 

eral  inches deep coursed down from t h e  nearby h i l l s .  It  spread 

ou t ,  however, and was n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  deep t o  obs t ruc t  t r a f f i c .  

The w o r s t  damage t o  t h e  highway was repor t ed  from Bunkervi l le ,  

where one of the  heavy f i l l s  on the  newly constructed highway 

south w a s  washed badly ,  bu t  no t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  i n t e r f e r e  with 

t r a v e l  over t h e  road. 

L a s  Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Aug. 21 ,  1933,  #198, Vol. XXV 

A heavy deluge swept t h e  area around Midway f o r  a d i s t a n c e  

of about a m i l e  and a q u a r t e r ,  and f o r  a t i m e ,  i t  appeared t h a t  

the water rush ing  down the  wash would t ake  away the road. But, 

according t o  C. C. Boyer, t h e  main p o r t i o n  of the highway was 

not  damaged t o  any g r e a t  degree.  

were badly washed, Boyer s a i d ,  and t ra f f ic  was delayed f o r  about 

h a l f  an hour by the  water running ac ross  t h e  road. However, 

when the water subsided,  t r a f f i c  was allowed t o  pass. Residents 

around Midway r e p o r t e d  t h e  water t o  b e  knee-deep i n  places and 

several  res idences  a long  t h e  highway were f i l l e d  with s i l t  and 

debris  from the water. 

The shoulders  of the  highway 
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L a s  Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Jan. 3 ,  1934, f Z ,  Vol. XXVI 

Tuesday (January Z ) ,  between e i g h t  i n  the morning and noon, 

a small f lood  destroyed a shor t  s e c t i o n  of the f lood  c o n t r o l  

dam be ing  b u i l t  i n  Meadow Valley Wash by the  CCC men from t h e  

Moapa Camp. The f lood  reached a maximum flow of 330 cubic  f e e t  

per  second, which continued f o r  a per iod of  six hours.  

evening of January 3 ,  t he  flow had dropped t o  128  cubic  f e e t  

pe r  second. 

bu t  a small temporary cana l  was completely washed away. 

L a s  Vegas Evening Review-Journal, August 21 ,  1934, #222, Vol. XXVI 

By t h e  

The t o t a l  damage t o  the main s t r u c t u r e  w a s  s l i g h t ,  

The deluge which h i t  Las Vegas about nine o ' c lock  l a s t  

evening, and dropped .58 inches of r a i n  i n  l e s s  than an hour ,  

w a s  en t i r e l -y  l o c a l  i n  nature, extending scaxcexy t w o m i l e s  be- 

yond t h e  C i t y  i n  a l l  d i r e c t l o n s .  

The f u r y  of t h e  storm centered about the downtown bus iness  

d i s t r i c t ,  w i th  Fremont S t r e e t  resembling a rag ing  t o r r e n t  f o r  

nea r ly  a h a l f  hour.  Water flowed down the  street f o r  almost 

t h e  e n t i r e  wid th ,  and many were marooned downtown f o r  some t i m e  

as a r e s u l t .  

Las Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Sept .  24, 1935, #225, Vol. XXvII 

A c loudburs t  s t r u c k  near  t h e  Red Rooster n igh t  c lub  on t h e  

Los Angeles Highway, south of Las Vegas, on Monday af te rnoon,  

September 23.  

of  water i n t o  t h e  nearby washes. 

of t he  resort proved incapable  of ca r ry ing  the  sudden load and 

as the  t o r r e n t  washed over t h e  road,  i t  c a r r i e d  with i t  t h e  n o r t h  
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approach t o  the  s t r u c t u r e .  

as a stream seve ra l  fee t  deep t o r e  i t s  way across  the highway. 

The a u t o  camps near t h e  Red Rooster repor ted  considerable  damage 

w i t h i h e  water running two f e e t  deep through the  cabins a t  one 

t i m e  dur ing  t h e  storm. 

t h a t  evening (September 23) .  

Depot, was badly washed along the  shoulders ,  bu t  t he  roadway 

i t s e l f  was n o t  damaged. 

L a s  Vegas Age, J u l y  31, 1936, #29, Volume XXXII 

Traf f ic  w a s  he ld  up f o r  two hours 

A minia ture  cloudburst  h i t  Boulder Ci ty  

The road,  c l o s e  t o  the Union P a c i f i c  

No o the r  damage was reported.  

A cloudburst  s t a r t e d  a t  Arden a t  about f i v e - t h i r t y  Thursday 

evening ( Ju ly  30), and continued u n t i l  seven t h a t  evening. 

were two feet  of water on t h e  Arden Highway, and was reported t o  

be s t i l l  r i s i n g  a t  s i x - t h i r t y  Thursday evening. The storm moved 

n o r t h e a s t  over t h e  Charleston f o o t h i l l s  , and washed considerable  

d e b r i s  on t h e  Charleston highway about h a l f  a m i l e  below the 

Harris Springs tu rnof f ,  bu t  apparent ly  d id  no o the r  damage t o  

There 

the  highway i n  t h e  Canyon. 

Las Vegas Age, Aug. 14, 1936, #31, Volume XXXII 

The newly completed m i l l  a t  t h e  Chiquita Mine, eleven m i l e s  

w e s t  of Goodsprings, w a s  damaged by l i gh tn ing  and cloudburst  on 

Saturday n i g h t  (August 8) o r  e a r l y  Sunday morning (August 9 )  , 
dur ing  the  severe storm which then raged. 

ment of t h e  m i l l  was d i sab led ,  and a l a rge  amount o f  o r e  on t h e  

dumps w a s  washed away. 

t o  t h e  proper ty  range as high as $35,000 o r  $40,000. 

The e l e c t r i c a l  equip- 

Rough e s t ima tes  of the poss ib l e  damage 
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Las  Vegas Review-Journal, Mar. 18, 1937, f 6 5 ,  Vol. XXIX 

Moapa V a l l e y ' s  new flood cont ro l  sys t em (1937) withstood 

the  f i r s t  s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  farms of t h a t  area on Wednesday, 

March 1 7 ,  t u r n i n g  back, without farm damage, a raging t o r r e n t  

t h a t  foamed down the Meadow Valley Wash and i n t o  the  Muddy River.  

According t o  Warren H. Lyons, Overton P o s t m a s t e r ,  who watched 

the  progress  of the f lood ,  t h e  usual ly  d o c i l e  Muddy River poured 

900 second-feet of w a t e r  down the  valley f o r  a cons iderable  per-  

iod of t i m e ,  establishing a record  of twenty t i m e s  the  normal flow 

which i s  between 40 and 50 second-feet. 

dams and f lood  channels up-stream, kept 

c o n t r o l  and t h e  only damage of any kind 

widening of t he  channel i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  

The system of check 

t h e  waters w e l l  under 

i n  the  v a l l e y  was t h e  

of  t h e  new highway 

br idge  ac ross  t h e  r i v e r ;  which f o r  a t i m e  seemed doomed. The 

waters subsided before  the  c u r r e n t  had s e r i o u s l y  damaged t h e  

foundation of the  s t r u c t u r e  and i t  i s  be l ieved  t h a t  t he  damage 

w a s  s l i g h t .  

the v a l l e y ,  

w i t h  t h e  width of t h e  stream. While damage i n  t h e  v a l l e y  w a s  

p r a c t i c a l l y  n i l ,  t h e  s ta te  highway between Glendale and Moapa 

d i d n ' t  fare s o  w e l l .  

Berning, t h e  f u l l  f u r y  of the  f lood  s t ruck  about a m i l e  n o r t h  

The water reached a maximum depth of t en  feet  i n  

Lyons estimated, explaining t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e  v a r i e d  

According t o  Divis ion Engineer August 

of Glendale a t  10:30 A .  M. on Wednesday (March 1 7 )  , sending a 

stream of water f i v e  feet  deep and 100 feet  wide ac ross  the  high- 

way i n  t h a t  area. 

t h a t  evening, c u t t i n g  o f f  a l l  t r a f f i c  and washing out  a s i z e a b l e  

This  heavy flow continued u n t i l  f i ve  o ' c lock  
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chunk of highway, Berning s a i d ,  cont,inu>ng throughout t h e  n igh t  
i 

with  between one and'two f e e t  of water coursing over t h e  roadway. 

Las Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Sep t .  24, 1937, i j226, V O l -  XXIx 

A cloudburst  on Tuesday af ternoon (September 21) s e n t  a 

w a l l  of water over the  road near  Glendale washing a car over a 

c u l v e r t .  

rescued by a state highway crew, who towed t h e i r  car back on t h e  

road,  and as no one was in jured ,  they continued on t h e i r  way. 

The occupants, whose names were n o t  learned ,  were 

It was repor ted  from Glendale t h a t  the lawns of the  state high- 

way houses were covered by more than a f o o t  of water fol lowing 

t h e  storm. 

L a s  Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Mar. 3, 1938, #52,  Vol. XXX 

Damage i n  t h e  Boulder C i ty  area caused by t h e  continued 

r a i n  of t h e  p a s t  four  days, w a s  repor ted  as q u i t e  ex tens ive  

today (March 3) with roads,  streets,  and business  b u i l d i n g s  

s u f f e r i n g  the  most. The h i s t o r i c  lower p o r t a l  road t o  t h e  

Boulder Canyon P r o j e c t ,  leading from t h e  o ld  Babcock-Wilcox 

P lan t  down i n t o  the  Canyon, which was used ex tens ive ly  during 

t h e  cons t ruc t ion  per iod ,  was closed by extensive washouts and 

s l i d e s ,  according t o  Chief Ranger W i l l i a m  H. Trimble. Exten- 

s ive damage was done t o  the newly completed Boulder Dam-Kingman 

Highway, br idges on the  new highway being washed out  and s e v e r a l  

s e c t i o n s  of pavement being covered wi th  s i l t  and rocks brought 

down by t h e  flood. 

C i t y  were flooded, and streets r an  wi th  water f o r  n e a r l y  

Basements of s eve ra l  bu i ld ings  i n  Boulder 

two hours l as t  n igh t  (March 2 ) ,  beginning s h o r t l y  af ter  seven 
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o 'c lock  when a c loudburs t  descended on t h e  community. Bureau 

of Reclamation o f f i c i a l s  i n  Boulder C i ty  r e p o r t e d  Wednesday 

morning (March 3 ) ,  t h a t  r a i n f a l l  f o r  t h e  p a s t  four  days i s  near- 

l y  double t h a t  which f e l l  during January,  February and March o f  

las t  year. R a i n f a l l  during the  n igh t  of March 2 amounted t o  

-58 inch, and ra infa l l  during t h e  day of March 2 amounted t o  

.20 inch, according t o  government r e p o r t s ,  and r a i n f a l l  f o r  t he  

p a s t  four days amounted t o  1.50 inches.  

Las Vegas and Boulder C i ty  were marooned March t h i r d ,  c u t  

off from t r a s n p o r t a t i o n  and p r a c t i c a l l y  from communication with 

the outs ide  world,  by damages from f loods  t o  highways, r a i l r o a d s ,  

and telephone and te legraph  systems i n  every d i r e c t i o n .  Train 

service was t i e d  up completely because b r i d g e s  and roadbeds had 

been washed wt. Highway t r a f f i c  was a t  a s t a n d s t i l l ,  as 

f lood waters had swept away b r i d g e s ,  caused l a n d s l i d e s  onto 

the roads and washed away shoulders  a long  t h e  pavement. Heavy 

rains l a t e  Thursday, March 3 ,  cont inued t o  wash o u t  add i t iona l  

s t r e t c h e s  of t h e  Boulder Dam-Kingman Highway, and t r a f f i c  was 

moving slowly as Nat iona l  Park S e r v i c e  employees and CCC en- 

rollees were working on t h e  road  r e p a i r i n g  washouts. State 

highway employees were working t h i s  a f t e rnoon  on a sec t ion  of 

the Charleston Highway removing d e b r i s  which f e l l  on the high- 

way i n  a l a n d s l i d e  on t h e  n i g h t  of March second. 

from Charleston Park Lodge were t h a t  t h e  highway crew had gone 

through and t h a t  t h e  road w a s  open. 

down east of Caliente and a t  Cajon Pass ,  c u t t i n g  o f f  telegraph 

Latest r e p o r t s  

Western Union wires were 
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communication, both n o r t h  and south. S i x  telephone poles  of 

the B e l l  Telephone Company are down i n  the Yermo-Daggett a r ea ,  

and no telephone s e r v i c e  has  been a v a i l a b l e  southward since 

e a r l y  Wednesday morning, March second. 

t o  S a l t  Lake Ci ty  was normal Thursday March th i rd .  While the 

storm swept neighboring communities i n  every d i r e c t i o n ,  Las 

Vegas rece ived  a t o t a l  of 1.51 inches of r a i n  s ince  Saturday 

n i g h t ,  (February 22) , according t o  C.  P. Squires, o f f i c i a l  weather 

r e p o r t e r  f o r  Las Vegas. This i s  almost h a l f  as much a s  t h e  

t o t a l  annual r a i n f a l l  f o r  t h e  year 1937, when 3.43 inches f e l l  

during t h e  12-month per iod ,  Squires  r e p o r t s .  T o r r e n t i a l  r a i n s  

descended Wednesday n i g h t  about seven o 'c lock ,  and i n t e r m i t t e n t  

r a i n  f e l l  Thursday (March 3 ) ,  with s h o r t  per iods of sunshine 

being suddenly ended by another  shower . 
Las  Vegas Review-Journal, Mar. 4 ,  1 9 3 8 ,  #53,  Volume xxx 

Telephone s e r v i c e  through 

The Wells Sid ing  Dam, keystone of Moapa Val ley 's  f l ood  

defense l i n e s  on the  Muddy River ,  withstood a t e r r i f i c  pounding 

and kept  t h e  water i n  the  channel,  following the  heavy r a i n  

storms experienced i n  t h i s  area s i n c e  March 2. 

The Bowman Reservoir  proved equal  t o  the  t a sk  of holding 

back excess  f lood  waters, d e s p i t e  t he  f a c t  t h a t  the  g a t e s  a t  

Wells S i d i n g  jammed wi th  driftwood and i t  appeared imminent t h a t  

the waters would rush  over t h e  top of the  dam, devas t a t ing  the 

ranches beneath. Scores of ranches i n  t h e  upper v a l l e y  were 

under a f e w  inches of water, b u t  a survey of the  damage Friday 

af ternoon (March 4 )  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t  would be confined t o  a 
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loss  of e a r l y  s p r i n g  vegetable  crops,  the a l f a l f a  and g r a i n  n o t  

being harmed much. Ranches i n  t h i s  a rea  inc lude  the  t h r e e  

n i p p l e  Ranches, Tobiasof t ,  M i l l s ,  Adams and Wells. Farms be- 

low Logandale i n  t h e  pa th  of t h e  raging waters were severe ly  

c u t  as the channel widened, and several  were inundated as the  

stream l e f t  i t s  banks and spread. The Bert M i l l s  and Lee Broth- 

ers Ranches were ha rdes t  h i t .  None of the ranches on t h e  east 

s i d e  of the highway were harmed t o  any degree. Scores of fam- 

i l i e s  i n  the  ranches nea r  the r i v e r  moved out  f u r n i t u r e  and 

personal  belongings la te  Thursday afternoon (March 3) and 

sought re fuge  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  a t  t he  homes of  f r i ends .  The 

res idence  of E the r  Swapp a t  Logandale was worst  damaged and 

was saved from being swept i n t o  the r i v e r  by means of s t o u t  

ropes anchoring i t  t o  nearby trees. The water f i l l e d  t h i s  home 

and was running through the  windows a t  the  h e i g h t  of t h e  f lood .  

This house was i n  t h e  d i r e c t  path of the f lood  and was tossed 

about considerably,  bu t  t he  ropes held and i t  w a s  saved. Other 

homes endangered included those of Glenn Lee ,  Oliver Sprague, 

winn Marshall ,  S towel l  Whitney, Burgess and Jess Murphy. The 

br idge spanning the  f lood  channel a t  Clarence L e w i s ' s  p l a c e  

was completely submerged. The waters were running over t h e  

sidewalks of t he  Logandale School, through t h e  Windsor home. 

The t h r e e  Adams homes were completely surrounded. 

s ix  inches of water i n  t h e  Matt Jorgensen home and t h e  Farmer's  

supply S to re  a t  Logandale was completely surrounded, wi th  two 

fee t  of water f lowing underneath the  s to re .  The Gould Garage 

There were 
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w a s  e n t i r e l y  i s o l a t e d  and the  John Whipple basement w a s  f i l l e d  

with water. 

f lood ,  b u t  f i f t y  feet of the approach on t h e  Glendale s i d e  and 

t h i r t y  feet  on the  Logandale s i d e  were washed out.  Trave l  from 

The highway br idge a t  Logandale withstood t h e  

Overton was being routed out  by the Valley of F i r e  road, which 

i s  r epor t ed  by highway o f f i c i a l s  as being passable ,  b u t  slow. 

The Bowman Reserve Reservoir was f i l l e d  t o  capac i ty ,  t h e  waters 

coming wi th in  a sho r t  d i s t ance  of  the top of the  dam. 

es t imated t h a t  approximately 7,000 second-feet of water was 

coursing down the  Muddy River a t  the he ight  of the f l o o d ,  and 

t h i s  had dropped t o  2,000 second-feet Fr iday af te rnoon (March 4 ) .  

The water w a s  lapping a t  the  f l o o r  of the  highway br idge  a t  

Glendale a t  the c r e s t ,  but  the  s t r u c t u r e  w a s  never i n  any dan- 

ger of being washed out .  

Engineers 

Rain continued t o  f a l l  on Boulder C i t y  March 4 ,  making i t  

the  fou r th  consecutive day of  r a i n f a l l  in  t h a t  area. 

on the Sea rch l igh t  Highway, was covered wi th  between two and 

th ree  f e e t  of water, making t r a v e l  on t h a t  r o u t e  v i r t u a l l y  im-  

poss ib le .  

L a s  Vegas Evening Review-Journal, March 7 ,  1938, //55, Vol. xxx 

Dry Lake, 

P i c t u r e s  of Muddy River flood of March 3 and 4 ,  1938. 

Page 1. 

Las  Vepas Evening Review-Journal, June 28, 1938, #149, vole xxx 
A cloudburst  s t ruck  southern Nevada Tuesday af te rnoon 

(June 2 8 ) ,  and was concentrated i n  the area between Indian  Springs 

and M t .  Charleston,  pouring seve ra l  f e e t  of water over the 
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highway, and by 2:30 P. M . ,  t h e  storm had reached almost  cloud- 

b u r s t  proportions i n  Las  Vegas as g u t t e r s  were running f u l l  t o  

the sidewalks. Raindrops f a l l i n g  appeared as b i g  as cups f u l l  

of water and f e l l  so fas t  t h a t  they almost  o b l i t e r a t e d  the  view 

of a n  automobile, less than a block ahead on the Tonopah High- 

vay, less than 10 m i l e s  from Las  Vegas. It was r e p o r t e d  a t  

noon (June 28) t h a t  from two t o  three feet  of water gushed over 

the  highway 24 miles n o r t h  of Las Vegas on the Tonopah Highway 

and the  storm increased  i n  i n t e n s i t y  la ter  on t h a t  af ternoon.  

Telephone l i n e s  i n t o  M t .  Char les ton  and North Las Vegas from 

Las Vegas were down, and no r e p o r t s  as t o  the  e x t e n t  of t he  

storm i n  the Charleston area were a v a i l a b l e ,  but i t  i s  bel ieved 

tha t  one of the h e a v i e s t  r a i n f a l l s  ever  recorded w a s  f a l l i n g  

there  Tuesday af te rnoon (June 28) . In  the d i r e c t i o n  of Boulder 

City,  however, no r a i n  had f a l l e n  up t o  2:3G Tuesday afternoon. 

Las Vegas Evening Review J o u r n a l ,  June 29, 1938, #150, Vol. XXX 

Boulder Ci ty  w a s  s t r u c k  by a c loudburs t  Wednesday a f t e r -  

noon, June 29th, and by 2:30 most of t he  roads l ead ing  i n t o  

the  community were awash, as r i v e r s  r a n  down from t h e  h i l l s ,  

carrying d i r t  and d e b r i s  onto t h e  highways. The storm, preceded, 

sho r t ly  a f t e r  noon by a h a i l s t o r m ,  broke i n  a l l  i t s  f u r y  about 

two o 'c lock ,  and i n  h a l f  an hour ,  t h e  road  leading from Las 

Vegas t o  Boulder C i t y ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  TWA a i r p o r t ,  was 

running about s i x  inches  deep i n  w a t e r  f o r  a s t r e t c h  of s eve ra l  

hundred yards. McKeeversville, t h e  S i x  Companies Machine Shop . 
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a r e a ,  the Union P a c i f i c  Depot and t h e  a i r p o r t  were a l m o s t  l akes ,  

as the water poured down from the  western h i l l s .  

some 25 f e e t  high was repor ted  i n  t h e  h i l l s  west of the town, 

and the r o a r  of t h e  suddenly-made fa l l s  could be p l a in ly  heard 

i n  Boulder C i ty ,  Wednesday af ternoon.  The road t o  the Dam from 

Boulder C i t y ,  a l s o  was repor ted  running r e g u l a r  r i v e r s  i n  the  

low spots  and among the  h i l l s .  

about a qua r t e r  of a m i l e  east  of Rai l road Pass, the water was 

A w a t e r f a l l ,  

A t  one of t he  highway c u t s ,  

running deep over the road, and was e a t i n g  away a t  the pavement. 

L a s  Vegas Evening Review Journa l ,  August 8,  1938, #183, V o l .  XXX 

A r a i n  storm around Las Vegas on August 7 and 8 ,  was centered 

i n  the Charleston Mountains. Reports from t h a t  s ec t ion  ind ica-  

ted  t h a t  t h ree  roads were badly washed and t h a t  t r a v e l  i n t o  

the  Deer Creek s e c t i o n  was e n t i r e l y  c u t  o f f .  

information from the ranger s t a t i o n  i n  Kyle Canyon, the  paved 

highway t o  Charleston Lodge w a s  open and i n  good shape. 

however, w a s  t he  only road i n t o  t h a t  a r ea  which was open f o r  

t r ave l .  The Deer Creek Road had been so  badly washed i n  seve ra l  

places t h a t  t r a v e l  was impossible,  and s e v e r a l  Las Vegas resi-  

dents ,  who spent  the  weekend i n  the  s e c t i o n ,  were marooned. 

The road leading  o f f  the  main highway i n t o  the Rainbow Summer 

home a rea ,  a l s o  has  been damaged t o  such an  ex ten t  t h a t  au to  

t r a f f i c  had been h a l t e d .  

According t o  the  

This ,  

The highway leading  i n t o  the Harris 

Springs area a l s o  had been badly washed, and t h e  rangers  warned 

motoris ts  t o  s t a y  o f f  t h i s  thoroughfare.  The storm broke Sunday 

44 



mornirg (August 7)  and r a i n  and h a i l  f e l l  p r a c t i c a l l y  u n t i l  two 

o 'c lock  Sunday af ternoon.  The s t a r m  cleared i n  the a f te rnoon 

but  began aga in  about 10 o 'c lock  Sunday n i g h t ,  and continued 

s t e a d i l y  a l l  n igh t  and Monday morning. 

r a i n i n g  Monday af te rnoon a t  2 o'clock with l i t t l e  prospec t  t h a t  

i t  would a b a t e  be fo re  evening. The rangers r epor t  t h a t  t h e  

water s y s t e m  i n  the  upper camp was plugged and t h a t  t he  water 

i n t o  the ranger  s t a t i o n  w a s  o f f .  Las  Vegas got none of the show- 

e r s  of Sunday, d e s p i t e  heavy clouds which hovered over the  c i t y  

a11 day. Monday af te rnoon,  however, the sk i e s  opened and s e n t  

a t o r r e n t i a l  r a i n  over t h e  community. No damage was repor ted .  

I t  was repor ted  s t i l l  

U s  Vegas Evening Rev%ew-Journal, Apr. 4 ,  1939, fk80, Vol. . 

A heavy r a i n  f e l l  i n  Las  Vegas and the  surrounding area 

late Monday af te rnoon,  A p r i l  3 ,  and on some of the  highways 

leading  i n t o  town,water covered the roads t o  a depth of two o r  

th ree  inches i n  p l a c e s ,  b u t  t r a f f i c  was no t  s t a l l e d  a t  any 

po in t ,  

Vegas a i r p o r t  on Highway 91 nor th  of Las Vegas and i n  t h e  v i c i n -  

i t y  of Jean,  a f e w  m i l e s  south  of Las  Vegas were washed r a t h e r  

badly. 

Sea rch l igh t ,  and i n  some p l a c e s  the  road was badly washed, bu t  

was n o t  made impassable. 

tween Huie 's  Camp and t h e  State  l i n e  on t h e  Los Angeles Highway, 

but m e l t e d  ve ry  f a s t  and a t  t i m e s  two or th ree  inches of Water 

covered the  highway. 

Shoulders of t h e  highway i n  the v i c i n i t y  of t he  Las  

A c loudburs t  descended on the  road between Nipton and 

About e i g h t  inches of h a i l  f e l l  be- 

The Tonopah Highway was a l s o  covered wi th  
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water i n  low p l a c e s ,  bu t  the water r an  o f f  s w i f t l y  and d i d  

l i t t l e  damage. 

several hours.  

was .36 inch. 

The r a i n  i n  Las Vegas descended s t e a d i l y  f o r  

The t o t a l  amount of r a i n f a l l  during the  storm 

Las  Vegas Review-Journal, September 5 ,  1939 

Heavy r a i n s  f e l l  i n  southern Nevada and southern Utah 

last n i g h t  and today washing road shoulders a t  many p laces  and 

p i l i n g  sediment on highways a t  many places.  No se r ious  damage 

r e s u l t e d  from the  storm although heavy clouds overhung Las  

Vegas today, no r a i n  f e l l .  

las t  n igh t .  

Sept.ember 5 ,  1939, (From USACE Muddy River Report) 

A heavy r a i n  d id  fa l l .  i n  Las Vegas 

- 
F l a s h  f loods  occurred i n  the upper Moapa Valley i n  September 

and caused most severe  damage t o  the Moapa Indian Reservation. 

Peak d ischarge  w a s  es t imated a t  1,700 cubic f e e t  per second a t  

Arrowhead Dam on t h e  Muddy River.  

t h i s  event could be found, 

No newspaper re ference  t o  

Las Vegas Review-Journal, September 7, 1939 

Almost one and one-half inches of r a i n  f e l l  i n  Boulder 

C i t y  dur ing  the  th ree  day s t o r m  e a r l i e r  t h i s  week. 

brought t he  h e a v i e s t  amount of the  s t o r m  as 1.05 inches were 

recorded up t o  4:OO o'clock.  

Las Vegas Review-Journal, September 1 2 ,  1939 

Yesterday 

The heavy r a i n s  of the p a s t  week or  1C days  which p i l e d  

on cons iderable  damage i n  the  Eldorado Canyon d i s t r i c t  and the  
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area between Boulder Ci ty  and Kingman, have n o t  t roubled the  

highways around L a s  Vegas, and t r a f f i c ,  except f o r  t he  Kingman 

Sec to r ,  i s  moving on schedule according t o  r e p o r t s  f rom the  S t a t e  

Highway Department o f f i c e s  h e r e .  

A roa r ing  w a l l  of water which rushed through the  C a l i f o r n i a  

Wash i n  the v i c i n i t y  of Glendale l as t  n i g h t ,  w a s  r epor t ed  t o  

have damaged the  pavement t o  some exten t  t h e r e ,  bu t  t he  highway 

crews were a t  work on t h i s  s e c t i o n  and i t  w a s  r epor t ed  t h a t  t r a f -  

f i c  was moving over a detour .  

The storm apparent ly  cen te red  i n  the Eldorado Canyon area 

and between Boulder Ci ty  and Kingman, and r e p o r t s  of severe dam- 

age were brought to  Las Vegas by r e s i d e n t s ' a n d  t o u r i s t s  who came 

t o  L a s  Vegas. 

I n  Eldorado Canyon i t  has  been r a i n i n g  f o r  t he  p a s t  10 days,  

and t h i s  morning a v e r i t a b l e  c loudburst  s t r u c k  the s e c t i o n ;  re- 

p o r t s  brought he re  by r e s i d e n t s  of the s e c t i o n  s t a t e d  t h i s ,  and 

homes were flooded and o the r  damage done. 

I n  one res idence  a t . t h e  Diamond Gold Mining Company, i t  was 

repor ted  t h a t  t he re  were f o u r  inches  of water and mud on the  f l o o r  

and o t h e r  homes were s i m i l a r l y  inundated. 

The cloudburst  washed a f l o o d  down the canyon t h i s  morning, 

and t h e  roads i n  the s e c t i o n  were reported t o  be badly damaged 

by the  water. The r e s i d e n t s  s a i d  t h a t  the road i s  a l l  b u t  i m -  

passable ,  and the t rucks  h a u l i n g  ore  from t h e  mines w i l l  n o t  be 

ab le  t o  opera te  u n t i l  t he  roads  are repa i red .  
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The r o a d  between Needles and Oakman a l s o  i s  repor ted  t o  be 

badly damaged, and i t  i s  not  bel ieved according t o  advice from 

t h a t  a r ea ,  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be open f o r  t ravel  f o r  a day o r  two a t  

least .  

A br idge on t h e  Boulder City-Kingman Highway, 42 miles  east 

of  the  Boulder Dam,  was taken out  by t h e  f lood ,  and t h e  r o a d  

probably w i l l  n o t  be open f o r  t r a v e l  f o r  a t  least  a day, advices 

reaching the L a s  Vegas Chamber of Commerce state. 

The Las  Vegas area was pe l ted  by a heavy storm e a r l y  yes t e r -  

day evening, and the  Charleston Boulevard, i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of 

the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  t h e  Tonopah Highway, was badly washed 

again.  

No o ther  damage t o  a r t e r i a l s  i n  t h i s  s ec t ion  'was repor ted ,  

however. 

Las Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Sept .  20,  1939, #211, Vol. XXXI 

A cloudburst  was repor ted  t o  have roared through. the  des- 

erC near the S ta t e  l i n e ,  i t  was r epor t ed  Wednesday af ternoon 

(September 20) , and whi le  no d e f i n i t e  information was a v a i l a b l e  

on the  extent of t h e  damage done, i t  was be l ieved  t h a t  much 

t rouble  would be  experienced with the  highway leading  t o  Los 

Angeles. A t o u r i s t  reaching  Mountain P a s s  about t h r e e  o ' c lock ,  

repor ted  t h a t  t h e r e  was about two or  t h r e e  f e e t  o f  water on the  

highway near t h e  State l i n e ,  and t h a t  between 40 and 50 c a r s  

were blocked behind t h e  f lood.  

Las Vegas Review J o u r n a l ,  September 25, 1939 

A ra instorm which s t a r t e d  e a r l y  Sunday morning, September 

24, continued i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  a l l  day yesterday and las t  n i g h t ,  
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t u n e d  i n t o  a r e g u l a r  downpour t h i s  morning and soaked Las  Vegas 

and brought a thudding s t o r m  which brought a p l e n t i f u l  supply of 

moisture  t o  t h e  sec t ion .  

Reports of a cloudburst  a t  Arden yesterday could no t  be  v e r i -  

f l e d ,  the  Union P a c i f i c  Telegraph Off ice  r epor t ing  t h a t  t h e r e  was 

a heavy storm i n  t h a t  s e c t i o n ,  b u t  no cloudburst .  

The Union P a c i f i c  r epor t ed  t h a t  the storm extended a l l  t h e  

way f r o m  Los Angeles t o  Caliente, Nevada, wi th  a heavy downpour 

a l l  a long  the rou te .  No damage w a s  reported,  however. 

The Highway Department s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were no roads dam- 

aged i n  Div i s ion  One, which inc ludes  a l l  of the  roads i n  Clark  

County, and while the  r a i n  was heavy a l l  over,  t he  highways with- 

s tood the  mois ture ,  and t r a f f i c  w a s  going on unhampered. 

the weekend, a t o t a l  of .45 inches  of r a i n  f e l l  i n  Las  Vegas, 

according t o  C.  P. Squ i r e s ,  l o c a l  weather observer.  

the r a i n f a l l  measured -10 inch,  and up to 2:15 o 'c lock  t h i s  a f t e r -  

noon, t h e  ra infa l l  had mounted t o  . 33  inch. 

During 

Yesterday 

The r a i n  brought lower temperatures i n  Las  Vegas, with a 

min imum of 67 degrees today, f o r  t h e  lowest recording s ince  spr ing .  

Yesterday a f t e rnoon  Boulder C i ty  received s e v e r a l  showers of 

r a i n ,  and the  r a i n  continued a l l  las t  n ight  and t h i s  morning. 

A rock s l i d e  w a s  r epor t ed  a t  4:OO o 'c lock  t h i s  morning, one- 

ha l f  mi le  w e s t  of t h e  o l d  Babcock and Wilcox p l a n t  on the  Boulder 

Dam Highway. 

ing as usua l ,  i t  i s  repor ted .  

Las Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Feb. 2 ,  1940, !)323, vel. 

The d e b r i s  has  been c l ea red ,  and t r a f f i c  i s  proceed- 

One of t he  h e a v i e s t  ra ins torms  i n  r ecen t  years broke over 
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Las  Vegas s h o r t l y  a f t e r  5 : O O  o'clock last  evening and be fo re  

the  t o r r e n t  stopped, about midnight, had deposited .74 of an 

inch of rain. 

The g u t t e r s  w e r e  running almost curb deep most Of t h e  even- 

ing ,  and those  d e s i r i n g  t o  c ross  the s t r e e t  e i t h e r  waded through 

t h e  water, o r  clambered over the bumpers of parked c a r s  to ge t  

ou t  of the  stream. 

Las  Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Mar. 1, 1941, 1/51, XXXIII 

Despi te  heavy r a i n  which began f a l l i n g  Friday n i g h t  (Feb- 

ruary  28) and continued pe r iod ica l ly  during Saturday (March l), 

r e s u l t i n g  i n  a near-cloudburst  a f f a i r  about noon, damage i n  the 

Las  Vegas area was r epor t ed  t o  be nominal. Highway o f f i c i a l s  

s a i d  t he re  were no r e p o r t s  of any damage t o  the  roads and t h a t  

t r a v e l  was going ahead without d i f f i c u l t y .  There was some wash- 

ing  on the  shoulders  of the highway leading  t o  Charleston, bu t  

i t  was not  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  cause any delay i n  t r a f f i c .  The r a i l r o a d  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t he  r a i n  was general  a l l  a long the rou te  from Los 

Angeles eastward,  bu t  t h a t  t he re  was no 6amage t o  the roadbed i n  

any a rea .  A t o t a l  of .51  hundredths of an inch of r a i n  f e l l  i n  

Las  Vegas on March 1. 

August 11, 1941, (From USACE Muddy River Report) 

An i n t e n s e  sho r t -du ra t ion  s t o r m  occurred on August 11 i n  

t h e  lower Muddy River  Basin and r e s u l t e d  i n  l a r g e s t ,  es t imated 

peak flow known on C a l i f o r n i a  Wash and t h e  lower Muddy RFver. 

The f lood s e v e r e l y  damaged the  town of Overton by floodwaters 

from Overton Creek, and also damaged a g r i c u l t u r a l  and raFlroad 
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property.  Peak discharges were est imated a t  10,000 cubic  fee t  

p e r  second i n  Ca l i fo rn ia  Wash nea r  mouth, and a t  12,000 cubic  

f e e t  per second i n  the Muddy River channel i n  t h e  lower Moapa 

V a l l e y .  No newspaper r e fe rence  t o  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  damage a t  

Overton could be found. 

Reno Evening Gazet te ,  August 13, 1941 

The r e scue  of a mother and her eleven year o l d  son from an 

e i g h t  foo t  stream of water cours ing  down C a l i f o r n i a  Wash near 

Glendale on U. S. Highway 91, f o r t y - f i v e  m i l e s  n o r t h  of L a s  

Vegas, was one of the  h i g h l i g h t s  of a f lood which swept away 

two rai lway br idges  on a branch l i n e ,  put one highway b r idge  

out  of commission and d i d  an undetermined amount of damage t o  

farms' i n  t h e  Moapa Val-'Ley yesterday.  

The f l o o d  s t a r t e d  a t  e i g h t  o ' c lock  Monday morning, August 

11, and d i s rup ted  a l l  communication f a c i l i t i e s  almost immediately 

which prevented information concerning the  ex ten t  of t h e  f lood  

from reaching  h e r e  u n t i l  la te  yes te rday  af ternoon when t h e  high- 

way was reopened. 

The r e scue  of the  woman and h e r  son became necessary  when 

the  sedan wi th  a Minnesota l i c e n s e  i n  which they were r i d i n g  

was swept  down the  wash by the  t o r r e n t .  Marvin Waite, highway 

maintenance foreman, and James Hayworth, Moapa cowboy, witnessed 

the  acc iden t  and followed t h e  c a r  down the  wash. When i t  h a l t e d  

on a ledge, they dove i n t o  the  water t o  rescue t h e  woman and 

c h i l d .  The c a r  was submerged a t  t h e  t i m e  and i t  i s  be l ieved  

t h a t  drowning w a s  c e r t a i n  except f o r  the  prompt a c t i o n  of t h e  
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two men. T h e  mother decl ined t o  give her  name f o r  f e a r  of worry- 

i n g  he r  husband who she and the c h i l d  were jo in ing  i n  Los Angeles, 

The u s u a l l y  dry wash flowed e igh t  f e e t  deep and t h r e e  hun- 

dred f e e t  w i d e  f o r  seven hours. A t  one time t h e r e  were seven 

hundred c a r s  by a c t u a l  count l i ned  up on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  f lood .  

The highway was opened a t  th ree  o 'c lock yesterday af ternoon.  

The r a i l r o a d  br idge  between Moapa and Glendale on t h e  Moapa 

Val ley branch was washed out and ca r r i ed  down stream and lodged 

a g a i n s t  t h e  new highway br idge near Glendale. 

f o r  a t i m e  t h a t  t h i s  br idge  would go out ,  but i t  withstood the 

s t r a i n .  

e r ,  t oge the r  with s e v e r a l  hundred f e e t  of t rack .  The highway 

br idge  a t  Logandale became impassable when the approach was wash- 

ed away. 

It was f ea red  

The second r a i l r o a d  br idge i n  the narrows went out  la t -  

Milk from t h e  Moapa Valley area which suppl ies  the  Las  

Vegas creameries  was snaked across  the  washout on an  improvised 

cable-way. Communications with the  va l l ey  are s t i l l  down which 

makes i t  impossible t o  determine the amount of damage done. 

The f lood  waters i n  the  Moapa Valley region caused consider-  

a b l e  damage t o  the  highway, r a i l w a y  bed and water supply,  forc-  

i n g  the  S i l i c a  Sands Corporation p l a n t ,  which had been shipping 

100 c a r s  a month, t o  shu t  down. 

L a s  Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Aug. 6 ,  1942, #lSl, Vol. XxXIv 

A " t e n t  c i t y "  between Whitney and Midway on t h e  Boulder 

Highway w a s  a scene of desolatLon Thursday morning (August 6),  

after a heavy r a i n  storm .which sen t  a flood of water  through 

t h e  camp and over t h e  shoulder of the highway. Several of the 
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t e n t s  were s p l i t  open by the  f o r c e  of  t h e  water .  Many of t h e  

campers, t h e i r  belongings and bed c l o t h e s  soaked by t h e  water, 

had t o  hang everything on t h e  Mesquite bushes t o  dry. The f l o o d  

swept down from the mountains, where t h e  storm ‘was of c loudburs t  

proport ions . 
Las V.egas Evening Review, Aug. 10, 1942, #184, Vol.  XXXIV 

The heav ie s t  r a i n  i n  Las Vegas s i n c e  December, 1941 f e l l  

Sunday af ternoon (August 9) and continued most of the n i g h t ,  

b r ing ing  a t o t a l  of 1.75 inches of ra infal l ,  according t o  t h e  

r e p o r t  of t h e  U. S. Weather Bureau S t a t i o n  a t  McCarran F i e l d .  

The r a i n  was preceded by a p e l t i n g  of h a i l s t o n e s  t h e  s i z e  

of marbles, which f e l l  wi th  huge drops of r a i n  f o r  about- 15 

minutes. A s t rong  wind had been blowing from t h e  south,  then 

s h i f t e d  t o  t he  north,  and almost  s imultaneously,  t he  ra in  and 

h a i l  s t a r t e d .  

almost cloudburst  p ropor t ions  i n  t h e  beginning, b u t  on t h e  south  

o u t s k i r t s  of town the f i r s t  p a r t  of the  storm missed a l t o g e t h e r .  

I n  some p a r t s  of t h e  community, t he  storm was of 

Then the  temper of t h e  storm subsided somewhat and a s t eady  

downpour began. I t  continued f o r  about t h r e e  hours ,  s topped,  

then resumed f o r  most o f  t h e  n i g h t .  

I n  some p a r t s  of town, i n  Westside,  North Las  Vegas, and 

the e a s t e r n  sec t ion ,  the  power was o f f  most of t he  a f te rnoon and 

n igh t ,  due t o  l igh tn ing .  

A s t rong  gust  o f  wind about  5 : 4 5  P.M. l as t  evening caused 

two p l a t e  g l a s s  windows i n  t h e  Sears, Roebuck and Company S t o r e  

a t  S ix th  and Fremont, t o  c r a s h  and break.  
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Within 10 minutes a f te r  the  storm s tar ted,  g r e a t  p o o l s  of 

water stood i n  low p l aces .  

t i on .  The r a i n  was s o  heavy and was dr iven  s o  hard by the ,wind 

t h a t  i t  soaked through many canvas t e n t s .  Mud surrounded the 

t e n t s  and many people sank t o  t h e i r  ankles  i n  the s o f t ,  w e t  e a r t h  

which quickly absorbed t h e  moisture.  

Trailer camps were scenes of desola- 

The r a i n  s t a r t e d  i n  Boulder C i ty  about f i v e  o ' c lock  Sunday 

af ternoon (August 9) and continued i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  a l l  n i g h t  and 

today. 

J u s t i c e  of the  Peace A .  J. Nelson of  Boulder C i t y  repor ted  

t h a t  he w a s  r e t u r n i n g  from E l y  and w a s  delayed a t  t h e  Ca l i fo rn ia  

Wash, 35 m i l e s  nor th  of  L a s  Vegas on Highway 91 ,  from t e n  o ' c lock  

las t  night  u n t i l  four  o ' c l o c k  t h i s  morning. 

through the Wash, which d r a i n s  a l a r g e  area t o  the  no r th ,  and 

about 50 automobiles were s t a l l e d  i n  a l ineup w a i t i n g  f o r  the 

water t o  subside so they could c ross .  Two t rucks  t ipped over i n  

the Wash, but  t he  d r i v e r s  escaped unhur t ,  according t o  r e p o r t s  

i n  the o f f i c e  of S h e r i f f  M. E. Ward. 

Water was pouring 

The storm h i t  M t .  Charleston f i r s t ,  beginning about two 

o 'c lock  Sunday af te rnoon (August 9 ) ,  according t o  Ranger Jack 

McNutt. A l i t t l e  h a i l  preceded the  downpour. The r a i n  continued 

throughout the  n igh t  and i t  was s t i l l  r a i n i n g  a t  ten  o ' c lock  

t h i s  morning as far down t h e  mountain as the Charleston tu rnof f .  

A t o t a l  of two and one-half  inches of r a i n  had f a l l e n  on 

the mountain up to  t e n  o ' c l o c k ,  Ranger McNutt s t a t e d .  There was 

a g r e a t  dea l  of l i g h t n i n g  wi th  t h e  storm, but i t  appeared t o  
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be on the o u t e r  f r i n g e s ,  away from t h e  forest  area. 

were s t ruck  by l i g h t n i n g ,  t h e  f i res  were ext inguished by the  

heavy r a i n ,  the  ranger  said. 

Ju ly  9,  1945 (From USACE Muddy River  Report) 

I f  any trees 

Small t o  medium f l o o d s  occurred i n  J u l y  and caused consid- 

erable damage i n  the lower Muddy River Basin, especially t o  

t h e  town of Overton. The f l o o d  washed out  p a r t  of t he  main 

l i n e  of t he  Union P a c i f i c  Rai l road  along lower Meadow Valley 

Wash, delaying trains f o r  s e v e r a l  hours. No newspaper r e fe rence  

t o  thi.s event  could b e  found. 

L a s  Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Aug. 1, 1945, #148, V o l .  = V I 1  

F i l l i n g  t h e  lower end of Moapa Valley with two feet  of 

d e b r i s  and caus ing  heavy, b u t  unestimated crop damage, a cloud- 

b u r s t  Tuesday n i g h t  ( J u l y  31) a t  Overton, w a s  repor ted  t o  Chief 

Ranger Don W. J o l l e y  a t  Boulder C i ty ,  by r a d i o  from Mack Bean, 

foreman, f o r  t h e  park s e r v i c e  a t  Overton. "God only knows how 

much r a i n  came down, but i t  surely was p len ty ,"  Bean t o l d  Jo l l ey .  

Bean's home a t  Overton was damaged and two feet  of deb r i s  p i l e d  

up on his f l o o r s  after the  c loudburs t  had apparent ly  centered a t  

the park service proper ty .  The f i rs t  deluge came about e i g h t  i n  

the  evening, l as t  n i g h t ,  he r epor t ed ,  and i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  damaging 
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h i s  home and fu rn i sh ings ,  d id  considerable  damage t o  t h e  park 

se rv ice  warehouse t h e r e  and destroyed severa l  hundred ga l lons  of 

gaso l ine  and o i l .  Roads i n  the  a rea  had been temporarily c losed,  

Bean repor ted .  

L a s  Vegas Review-Journal, J u l y  25, 1946, #172, Vol. XXXVIII 

A f l a s h  flood Wednesday n igh t  ( Ju ly  24), which followed a 

cloudburst  near  Mesquite, c o s t  the l i f e  of Nelson S p i e r ,  42,  of 

Maryland, i t  was d i sc losed  by Deputy Sher i f f  Oscar Abbot of the 

Mesquite subs t a t ion .  

Wednesday n i g h t ,  and a .wall of water e i g h t  f e e t  high and 20 f e e t  

wide washed over the  highway between Mormon Mesa and t h e  r i v e r  

br idge.  Other than M r .  S p i e r ,  no o the r  i n j u r i e s  o r  damage was 

The cloudburst  s t ruck  a t  e i g h t  o ' c lock  

reported.  

Reno Evening Gazet te ,  October 29. 1946. #169 

Heavy storms i n  southern Nevada blocked the r a i l r o a d  near 

Cal ien te .  

Floods near C a l i e n t e ,  descr ibed by Union Pac i f i c  Rai l road  

o f f i c i a l s  as the worst i n  25 years ,  have washed out t h e  company's 

t racks  a t  two poin ts  and caused re - rout ing  o f  t r a i n s  over  the  

Atchison, Topeka and Santa  Fe t r acks  from Barstow, C a l i f o r n i a  

t o  Denver, Colorado. 

Unprecedented r a i n f a l l  i n  the Meadow Valley Wash Bas in ,  

caused washouts a t  E l g i n ,  22 mi les  west of Cal ien te ,  and Ecc les ,  

f i v e  m i l e s  east of t h e  Lincoln County r a i l r o a d  d i v i s i o n  po in t .  

Reports from Cslliente i n d i c a t e  t h a t  r a i n  which began Sun- 
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day i n  the Ca l i en te  a r e a  w a s  s t i l l  f a l l i n g  today, t h e  r a i l r o a d  

sa id .  

Las Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Oc t .  1 3 ,  1 9 4 7 ,  f 2 3 9 ,  Vol .XXXIX 

L a s  Vegas buckled over t he  weekend under the  weight of t h e  

C i t y ' s  worst storm s i n c e  J u l y ,  1 9 4 5 ,  wi th  r e p o r t s  of varying 

damage r e s u l t i n g  from f a l l e n  trees and t h e  wind and a heavy 

r a i n f a l l  of 1.04 inches.  

Five m i l e s  of water flowed down Fremont S t r e e t  and Charles- 

The main street  damage centered  i n  the  Mayfa i r  ton Boulevard. 

d i s t r i c t s ,  where flooded areas included Bonneville S t r e e t ,  

a c r o s s  Lewis  S t r e e t ,  .and the  two-block area on Seventeenth 

S t r e e t .  

Las  Vegas bore the  brunt  of t h e  storm; the  nor thern  s e c t i o n  

of the State  escaped the storm e n t i r e l y .  

Weathermen repor ted  the  storm shed t h e  g r e a t e s t  amount of 

r a i n f a l l  i n  any month s i n c e  J u l y ,  1 9 4 5 ,  when storm waters l e f t  

many a reas  flooded. 

Las  Vegas Review-Journal, Aug. I, 1 9 4 9 ,  #180, Vol. XLI  

Three persons were i n j u r e d ,  t ens  of thousands of d o l l a r s  

of damage w a s  done and r a i n  by t h e  buckets  f u l l  poured down on 

Las  Vegas Sunday af ternoon ( Ju ly  31) as one of the  worst  wind 

and r a i n  storms i n  h i s t o r y  swept down on southern Nevada. 

The in ju red  su f fe red  t h e i r  h u r t s  i n  a t r a f f i c  acc iden t  i n  

Las  Vegas &r ing  the he igh t  of the  deluge,  whi le  most of the 

damage was recorded i n  Virgin Valley,  where a v e r i t a b l e  tornado 

swept  the sec t ion ,  des t roying  hay crops which were on the  ground 
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ready f o r  ba l ing .  

Floyd Wait, a r e s i d e n t  of Las Vegas .who has  proper ty  i n  

Bunkervi l le ,  reported t h a t  h i s  f a m i l y  l o s t  four  tons  of hay i n  

the windstorm and t h a t  t he  blow was so heavy i t  up-rooted trees,  

b l ew off  limbs and c rea t ed  widespread havoc. 

I n  Mesquite, old-time r e s i d e n t s  repor ted  t h a t  t h e  wors t  wind 

and sandstorm i n  h i s t o r y  t o r e  through the  v a l l e y ,  l i f t e d  sco res  

of tons of hay of f  the ground and "blew i t  over the  mountains. 1 1  

The s t o r m  blew i n  from the southwest and f o r  45 minutes,  the  

e n t i r e  area was t e r r o r i z e d .  Huge clouds o f  dus t  hera lded  t h e  

approach of the  storm and, a t  i t s  he igh t ,  t h e  d u s t  was accompanied 

by the  blowing hay and o the r  f l y i n g  o b j e c t s .  

Power i n  the  Virgin V a l l e y  area was o f f  f o r  about  an  hour 

and a h a l f ,  bu t  t he re  was l i t t l e  r a i n  accompanying t h e  storm. 

There was a bad windstorm i n  Moapa V a l l e y  a l s o ,  b u t ,  no 

r e p o r t  was a v a i l a 5 l e  Monday morning (August 1) because telephone 

l i n e s  were down. 

Thousands of d o l l a r s  i n  damaged a i r p l a n e s  were recorded a t  

the Las Vegas A i r  Force Base as winds ranging up t o  125 mph 

swept the  sec t ion .  There was s m a l l  damage t o  t h e  buLldings,  b u t  

the l o s s  h e r e  .would be l i g h t ,  repor ted  Colonel Mason, Commanding 

Of f i ce r  of  the  a i r  base. 

The storm swir led around L a s  Vegas f o r  n e a r l y  two hours ,  

bea t ing  from a l l  s ec t ions  of t he  compass and pouring down approxi-  

m a t e l y  a h a l f  inch of r a i n  i n  the  t i m e  i t  raged. The o f f i c i a l  

U. S. Weather Bureau a t  McCarran F i e l d ,  r epor t ed  .07 of an inch  
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of r a i n ,  bu t  t h e  f o r e c a s t e r  admitted t h a t  the f i e l d  w a s  "on the 

edge" of t h e  s torm and t h a t  probably a great dea l  more moisture 

f e l l  i n  Las  Vegas. Mrs. C. P. Squi res ,  pinch h i t t i n g  f o r  he r  

husband who has  kep t  weather s ta t i s t ics  i n  Las Vegas f o r  more 

than a q u a r t e r  of a century ,  s a i d  t h a t  t he  r a i n  gauge i n  the  

Squ i re s  yard r e g i s t e r e d  .52 of a n  inch  of r a i n .  

The C i ty  of Las  Vegas appa ren t ly  w a s  i n  the dead cen te r  of 

the  storm as r e p o r t s  from Henderson and Boulder C i t y  ind ica ted  

t h a t  t h e  r a i n  was n o t  too heavy t h e r e  and M t .  Charleston, usua l ly  

much more moist  than t h e  lower l e v e l s ,  had only a l i g h t  sp r ink le .  

The power company r e p o r t e d  only s c a t t e r e d  and miscellaneous 

transformer t rouble .  Lightning got  on t h e  l i n e s  and the  poles  

i n  some s e c t i o n s  and threw t h e  c i r cu i t  breakers ,  bu t  there  was 

no m a j  o r  t roub le  , 

The r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  were hard  h i t  by t h e  power f a i l u r e s .  

KENO and KRAM were a f f e c t e d  w i t h  KENO r epor t ing  seven power 

failures during t h e  storm, KLAS s u f f e r e d  considerably when the  

moisture  seeped i n  t o  .short  a transmitter and the s t a t i o n  was 

o f f  t h e  a i r  f o r  n e a r l y  an hour.  

There w a s  no major highway damage, although some of the  

roads were s l i g h t l y  washed. 

The only in jur ies  a t t r i b u t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  the  storm were 

s u f f e r e d  by a family of t h r e e  when t h e i r  car co l l i ded  with another 

a t  F i f t h  and Ogden Streets a t  the  h e i g h t  of the deluge. 

I n  some s e c t i o n s  of t h e  Mayfair and Huntridge Additions,  

r a i n  water i n  the  streets reached  depths  of more than s i x  inches.  
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Numerous property owners repor ted  minor  damage t o  trees and shrubs 

although a t  the  corner  of S ix th  and Carson Streets ,  one l a r g e  

tree was s p l i t  i n  h a l f  by powerful gus ts  of wind. 

Las Vegas Review-Journal, Sep t .  8 ,  1950, #218, Vole X L I I  

The ra ins torm,  which dumped . 6 2  of an inch of moisture on 

the Las  Vegas area i n  a l i t t l e  more than two hours yesterday,  

was the  h e a v i e s t  one-day f a l l  t h a t  has  been recorded by the  l o c a l  

weather bureau s i n c e  January 5 ,  1949. The r a i n  Thursday (Septem- 

ber 7 )  appeared t o  cen te r  i n  t h e  Las Vegas V a l l e y ,  wi th  t h e  

heav ie s t  f a l l  i n  Las Vegas and Paradise  Va l l eys .  Highway o f f i c -  

i a l s  s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  no apprec iab le  damage done t o  any of t h e  

roads i n  the  Las  Vegas s e c t i o n ,  although some of the shoulders  

were washed badly and d i r t  and s m a l l  rocks were strewn on t h e  

highway i n  s e v e r a l  s e c t o r s  ou t s ide  the  Las Vegas c i t y  l i m i t s .  

I n  Las Vegas, t h e r e  was some extens ive  damage done t o  t h e  inter-  

i o r s  of  s e v e r a l  s t o r e s  as the  heavy r a i n  and the t o r r e n t s  of 

.water, which roa red  down Fremont Street  and the  a l l e y s ,  swept 

under door sills and turned t h e  i n t e r i o r s  of the  s t o r e s  i n t o  

miniature  lakes .  Most of t he  damage centered i n  the  Mayfair 

s ec t ion  and on East Fremont and East Charleston. The n a t u r a l  

drainage from t h e  downtown a r e a ,  ,which runs east ,  s e n t  t o r r e n t s  

of water s w i r l i n g  down the  curbs on a l l  of t he  east-west streets,  

and the whole m e s s  dumped i n t o  the  low-laying sec t ion .  The May- 

f a i r  Homes, which were b u i l t  i n  a manner as t o  "blockade" the 

e a s t e r l y  drainage of t he  c i t y ,  were badly washed, with lawns 

ge t t i ng  most of t h e  soaking and s e v e r a l  homes r epor t ing  the  water 
60 



seeping underneath the  door s i l l s  and i n t o  l i v i n g  rooms. The 

Bond Road, i n  Paradise  V a l l e y ,  was c losed  t o  t r a f f i c  and most of 

t h e  unpaved roads i n  the v a l l e y  area .were impassable. 

Two photographs of t h i s  storm i n  L a s  Vegas were on 
t h e  f r o n t  page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of t h e  Review-Journal. 
One i s  of F i f t h  S t ree t  j u s t  off  Fremont and t h e  o t h e r  
i s  of F i f t h  and Carson Streets.  

L a s  Vegas Review-Journal, J u l y  20, 1951, # 1 7 7 ,  Vol. XU11 

Whitney apparent ly  bore the brunt  of a s t o r m  i n  t h e  Pittman 

and Henderson area Thursday n i g h t ,  J u l y  19. The b i g  wash which 

d r a i n s  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  of t h e  Charleston area, r a n  almost f u l l  f o r  

more than three-quar te rs  of an hour, s p i l l i n g  water i n t o  yards 

and homes on the south s i d e  of the Boulder C i t y  Highway. Accord- 

. i n g  .to Mzs. Nellie Bunch, Postmistress  at Whitney, the  water w a s  

l y ing  e i g h t  inches deep i n  some of t he  yards  on the  south s i d e  

of t he  highway, and f o r  a t i m e  the  water w a s  running over  the  

c u l v e r t  on the road, washing the highway t o  a mild e x t e n t .  

Paradise  Val ley,  t he  r a i n f a l l  was s o  heavy t h a t  i t  washed the 

grounds of the H. F.  Read Ranch and the  wind damaged s e v e r a l  of 

t he  b i g  cottonwood trees i n  the yard. 

I n  

There were two cloudbursts  i n  the  Char les ton  area, one a t  

9 P .  M.,  and the o ther  a t  11 P. M.; t he  la t ter  one l a s t e d  u n t i l  

about t h r e e  o 'c lock.  

badly washed by the  storm, bu t  t r a f f i c  was moving over i t  today. 

L a s  Vegas Review-Journal, Aug. 22 ,  1951, #206, Vol. XLIII 

The highway below the ranger s t a t i o n  was 

A thunderstorm h i t  t h e  L a s  Vegas area on Tuesday af te rnoon,  

August 21. 

ted t o  be  r e l a t i v e l y  low, g r e a t e s t  damage was done t o  l o c a l  tele- 

Although proper ty  damage from t h e  storm w a s  estima- 
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phone communications. Telephone se rv ice  i n  North L a s  Vegas went 

out during the deluge and s t i l l  had not  been r e s t o r e d  a t  an e a r l y  

hour Wednesday morning, August 22. Power outages were r e p o r t e d  

throughout the C i ty  of Las Vegas and  the  e n t i r e  North L a s  Vegas 

a rea  'was blacked out  f o r  some two and a ha l f  hours. Hardest  h i t  

by  the r a i n  was Vegas Heights,  where one r e s i d e n t  w a s  repor ted  

t o  have launched a rubber boat t o  paddle around the  streets.  The 

U. S .  Weather Bureau of McCarran F i e l d  was unable t o  g ive  an ac-  

cura te  es t imate  of the amount of  r a i n f a l l  because the  storm by- 

passed the  a i r f i e l d  and only a "spr inkle"  f e l l  t he re  during t h e  

afternoon. 

.45 of an inch of r a i n  f e l l .  The M t .  Charleston area w a s  thorough- 

l y  drenched during the storm and the washout of a b r idge  near  t h e  

entrance t o  Lee's Canyon was r epor t ed  by the Fores t  Se rv ice  l a s t  

n ight .  

Heavier downpours were reported i n  Henderson where 

A photograph of t h i s  storm was on the f r o n t  page of 
t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the Review-Journal. The p i c t u r e  i s  of 
Third and Fremont Streets  i n  Las Vegas. 

Las Vegas Review-Journal, August 28 ,  1951, +/211, Vole X L I I I  

A windstorm and cloudburst  h i t  the Vegas Heights ,  North 

Las Vegas and L a s  Vegas V a l l e y  areas, Monday n igh t  , August 27 

Las Vegas V a l l e y ,  t o  the east of North Las Vegas, apparent ly  su f -  

fe red  the g r e a t e s t  damage and t h e  whole drainage from t h e  western 

s lope of t he  a r e a  poured i n t o  t h e  s e c t i o n  a t  the h e i g h t  of t he  

s torm.  Huge holes  were dug i n  t h e  o i l e d  highway running i n t o  

the a rea  and s e v e r a l  of the  homes i n  the sec t ion  were flooded. 

The rainstorm which h i t  the  no r the rn  sec t ion  of the  v a l l e y  about 
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2:30, Monday af te rnoon,  p i l e d  up water s e v e r a l  inches deep i n  

homes i n  Vegas Heights and a long  East  College Street .  Cars were 

s t a l l e d  on the  roads i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  as water on the  highways and 

roads rose t o  axle depth. A t  t he  Nel l is  A i r  Force Base, a minia- 

t u r e  hu r r i cane  developed which blew t h e  tar paper o f f  t h e  roof  

of  t h e  gymnasium, buckled a l a r g e  s teel  s to rage  tank under con- 

s t r u c t i o n ,  and dumped huge amounts of water on the  runways and 

ad jacent  areas a t  the  Base. The r a i n  also washed out  about 400 

f e e t  of r a i l r o a d  t r ack  on a spur  lead ing  from the  main Unian 

P a c i f i c  l i n e  t o  the  Base. I n  Las  Vegas proper ,  the  storm d id  no t  

h i t  u n t i l  sometime la ter ,  a l though t h e r e  were s p r i n k l e s  a t  about 

the same t i m e  as the  North Vegas and A i r  Base dis turbance.  

storm struck Las Vegas s h o r t l y  after 4:OO P.M. and dumped a p l e n t i -  

f u l  supply of water on t h e  s e c t i o n ,  a l though t h e r e  were few r e p o r t s  

The 

of any damage. Gut te rs  were running f u l l  during the  he ight  of the 

storm and there was some washing repor ted  i n  the  Mayfair area i n t o  

which a l l  of t h e  water from downtown Las Vegas d ra ins .  

Boulder C i ty  and Henderson r epor t ed  heavy downpours, bu t  no ex- 

t ens ive  damage was repor ted .  

Both 

Two photographs of t h e  s torm were on the  f r o n t  page of 
t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the  Review-Journal. One i s  of a c u l v e r t  
on t h e  N e l l i s  A i r  Base Road, and t h e  o the r  i s  of an under- 
pass  i n  Vegas Heights.  

September 28,  1951, (From "Ra in fa l l  and Floods,  Las  Vegas, NV") 

Although on the  f r i n g e  of t h e  

s t o r m  appears t o  have been uniform 

out any per iod of high i n t e n s i t y .  

f u l l  of water and a f e w  curbs  were 
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Otherwise, l i t t l e  damage recorded. P r e c i p i t a t i o n  measured 

0.98 inches.  No newspaper r e fe rence  on t h i s  could be found. 

L a s  Vegas Morning Review Journa l ,  S e p t .  29 ,  1951, !)237, Volume 
X L I I I  

S l ippery  roads dur ing  yes t e rday ' s  storm sen t  a Ca l i fo rn ia  

man t o  the h o s p i t a l  a f t e r  the t ruck  he w a s  d r iv ing  overturned 

on the Boulder Highway, one m i l e  west of Pittman, s h e r i f f ' s  

o f f i c e r s  repor ted .  

L a s  Vegas Review-Journal, Mar. 9 ,  1952, #59, Vol. XLIV 

A t o t a l  of -80 of an inch of r a i n  f e l l  between Friday (March 

7 )  

o f  the  h e a v i e s t  r a i n f a l l s  i n  the Las Vegas area i n  recent  years. 

I t  w a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  b e t t e r  than an inch  w i l l  have f a l l e n  by 

the  next  measuring pe r iod  la te  Saturday. 

and four  o ' c l o c k  Saturday morning (March 8), making i t  one 

The heavy rain was mixed wi th  some heavy, . w e t ,  snow f l u r -  

r ies a t  the  a i r p o r t  Saturday morning, b u t  the snow was s o  wet 

i t  ha rd ly  h i t  t he  ground be fo re  i t  turned t o  water. 

I n  Henderson, a t o t a l  of .30 of an  inch of r a i n  had f a l l e n  

up t o  t en  o ' c l o c k  Saturday morning (March 8). 

d red ths  of  an inch  f e l l  up t o  midnight Fr iday  and .16 from then 

u n t i l  t en  o ' c lock  Saturday. 

Fourteen hun- 

The Henderson r e s i d e n t s  were having leaky roof t roubles .  

There were about  250 homes i n  the  Henderson sec t ion  which have 

no t  been t r e a t e d  wi th  new r o o f s  and the  r e s i d e n t s  of p r a c t i c a l l y  

a l l  of t hese  r e p o r t e d  bad leaks .  

ceived t reatment  were d ry ,  i t  was r epor t ed .  

The 150 homes which have re- 
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It  was s t i l l  r a i n i n g  s t e a d i l y  i n  Boulder C i ty  a t  ten  o ' c lock  

Sunday morning (March 9) , but  measurement f i g u r e s  were no t  a v a i l -  

ab l e .  

T rave le r s  coming i n  from Los Angeles r epor t ed  Cajon Pass 

open, bu t  s l i c k  and chains  were required t o  n e g o t i a t e  t h e  moun- 

t a i n  area. 

Spr ings ,  a l though the  roads were negot iable .  

Snow was r epor t ed  f a l l i n g  a t  Mountain Pass and Wheaton 

Commercial a i r l i n e s  w e r e  landing a t  N e l l i s  A i r  Base Saturday 

morning (March 8) as McCarren F i e l d  was "socked in" f o r  one of 

the  f e w  t i m e s  i n  the h i s t o r y  of the  a i r p o r t .  

A photograph of t h i s  storm was on the  f r o n t  page of t h i s  
e d i t i o n  of  t he  Review-Journal. The p i c t u r e  i s  of a c a r  
d r i v i n g  a long  F i f t h  Street .  

L a s  Vegas Review Journa l ,  J u l y  27 ,  1952, Q179, Vol. X L I V  

A Ju ly  thunderstorm, which whipped up o u t  of t he  east and 

swept over most of t h e  Las Vegas V a l l e y  la te  Fr iday  af te rnoon 

( Ju ly  25) wrought damage t o  power l i n e s ,  telephone s e r v i c e  and 

some r e s i d e n t i a l  areas, i t  was reported Sunday morning (Ju ly  27) ,  

by the var ious agencies  a f f e c t e d .  

The h e i g h t  of the  storm appeared t o  have centered  i n  the 

Boulder City-Henderson s e c t i o n ,  although r e s i d e n t s  of the  area 

j u s t  no r th  of North Las Vegas repor ted  damage t o  house t ra i lers  

and res idences  i n  the  low-lying a rea .  

Power i n  Las  Vegas went o f f  twice when l i g h t n i n g  s t r u c k  t h e  

l i n e s .  The outages were only f o r  a couple of  minutes. 

The s t - o r m  brought n e a r l y  an inch of r a i n  t o  Boulder C i t y  and 

the  h igh  wind uprooted trees and drenched many of t h e  lawns i n  
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the  community . 
A photograph of t h i s  s torm was on page 3 i n  t h i s  e d i t i o n  
of t he  Review-Journal. The p i c t u r e  was of a t ra i le r  t h a t  
had blown over twice,  north of  North Las Vegas. 

Las Vegas Review Journa l ,  Ju ly  29 ,  1952, #181, Volume X L I V  

A thundershower which turned i n t o  a steady three-hour down- 

pour,  cooled o f f  L a s  Vegas Monday n i g h t ,  Ju ly  28. 

The s t o r m  w a s  preceded by some high winds, which reached an 

est imated v e l o c i t y  of 50 miles pe r  hour i n  some p laces ,  bu t  t h e r e  

were no r e p o r t s  of any extensive damage. 

t he  Huntridge a rea  were badly washed, b u t  no damage was r epor t ed ,  

and some shoulders on the  highways were washed as w e l l .  

Some of t he  s t reets  i n  

The storm was nothing of c loudburst  p ropor t ions ,  b u t  devel-  

oped i n t o  a gen t l e  and soaking r a i n  which f i l l e d  downtown curbs 

t o  the  brim and brought plenty of mois ture  f o r  the  parched lawns 

and shrubs of the  r e s i d e n t s .  

The s t o r m  was f a i r l y  general  i n  no r the rn  Nevada, w i th  Tonopah 

r e p o r t i n g  heavy cloudbursts  with a .36 of an  inch of r a i n  i n  the 

p a s t  24 hours.  

t o  Las  Vegas. 

This w a s  compared t o  .20 of an inch which came 

A photograph of t h i s  storm was on t h e  f r o n t  page of t h i s  
e d i t i o n  of the  Review-Journal. The p i c t u r e  was of a g i r l  
jumping over a l a r g e  pool of water a t  the curb on F i f t h  and 
Fremont S t r e e t s .  

Las  Vegas Review-Journal, Sept. 19 ,  1952,  11226, Volume X L I V  

Southern Nevada w a s  caught Fr iday ,  September 19th ,  i n  t he  

cen te r  o f  a storm area, which w a s  b r i n g i n g  showers throughout t h e  

d e s e r t  from L a s  Vegas t o  San Diego, C a l i f o r n i a ,  according t o  
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r e p o r t s  of  t he  U. S . Weather Bureau. 

M t .  Charleston had t h e  h e a v i e s t  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  Clark 

County a r e a ,  w i t h  .17 of an inch recorded from the  beginning of 

the  s t o r m  Thursday n i g h t  (Sept .  18) u n t i l  10:30 A .  M . ,  Fr iday 

(Sept. 19 ) ,  i t  w a s  r epor t ed  by Ranger Henry C. Hoffman. 

The storm was centered  i n  Las  Vegas e a r l y  F r iday  morning, 

bu t  a few hours l a te r  was moving eastward. 

The storm s e n t  the  thermometer plummeting f r o m  a high Thurs- 

day of 102 degrees t o  a maximum a t  10:30 A.  M . ,  F r iday ,  of only 

78. degrees. 

The wind which accompanied t h e  storm va r i ed  a t  t h e  McCarran 

Airport  . .  from 1 7  t o  24 m i l e s  p e r  hour ,  w i th  t h e  h i g h e s t  v e l o c i t y  

repor ted  a t  30 m i l e s  pe r  hour a t  1:lO A .  M . ,  F r iday .  However, 

i t  was ind ica t ed  t h a t  t he  gusts i n  downtown Las  Vegas reached a 

higher v e l o c i t y  than t h a t  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t .  

A t  M t .  Charleston,  Ranger Hoffman r epor t ed  t h a t  t h e  r a i n  

s t a r t e d  durLng t h e  n i g h t ,  and i t  s t i l l  was f a l l i n g  gen t ly  be fo re  

noon Friday. A t o t a l  of -17 inch  of r a i n  had been recorded a t  

the ranger s t a t i o n  i n  Kyle Canyon. 

Las Vegas Review-Journal, Sept .  21 ,  1952, #227,  Volume X L I V  

Heavy r a i n ,  which s t a r t e d  f a l l i n g  i n  Las Vegas e a r l y  Fr iday 

morning (Sept. 19) , had dumped a record  breaking amount of mois- 

t u r e  on the  area. 

The t o t a l  r a i n f a l l  f o r  t h e  p a s t  24 hours has  pushed the  pre-  

c i p i t a t i o n  so f a r  t h i s  year  (1952) n e a r l y  .75 of an inch above 
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the  normal f o r  t h i s  t i m e ,  the Weather Bureau repor ted .  

According t o  the  Weather Bureau, the s torm w a s  cen tered  i n  

the Las Vegas area as f a r  a s  rai.n was concerned and would con- 

timue f o r  another 24 hours. 

A t  M t .  Charleston, the r a i n  which s t a r t e d  Fr iday  morning 

(September 19) , had deposited 1 . 2  inches of p r e c i p i t a t i o n ,  bu t  

t he re  was no snow v i s i b l e  anywhere i n  the sec t ion ,  according 

t o  Henry C. Hoffman, Fores t  Ranger. 

The r a i n ,  which soaked the  Las  Vegas Valley area wi th  a 

record-breaking storm, threw t h e  community of Henderson i n t o  com- 

p l e t e  blackness Fr iday n ight  (September 19) and by Sunday morning 

(September 21) h a l f  the town s t i l l  was without power. 

according t o  power o f f i c i a l s ,  cane when the  r a i n  caused a " f l a s h -  

over" on a pole leading from t h e  con t ro l  room, burning the  c ros s -  

a r m  which f e l l  o f f  the pole and dragged severa l  hundred fee t  of 

w i r e  down wi th  i t .  

pa i r ed  by Saturday morning (Sept.  20), but  a t  11 o ' c l o c k ,  much of 

t h e  town had no power, on Sunday morning. 

The f a i l u r e ,  

The o f f i c i a l s  hoped t o  have the  damage re- 

Also r e p o r t s  from the  housing area i n  Henderson i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  r o o f s  were leaking,  d e s p i t e  t he  f a c t  t h a t  new m a t e r i a l  had 

been placed on the roo f s  l a s t  sp r ing  and summer. 

There w a s  no es t imate  of t h e  amount of damage done bu t  i t  

i s  expected t o  run i n t o  seve ra l  hundreds of d o l l a r s .  

Las  Vegas Sun, March 23,  1954 ,  #273, Volume I V  

Las Vegas and most of the  d e s e r t  a r ea  of Eas te rn  C a l i f o r n i a  

w a s  p e l t e d  with r a i n  most of Monday, March 22. 
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A s e r i e s  of t e n  a c c i d e n t s  Monday n i g h t  were repor ted  by 

the Las Vegas P o l i c e  Department, w i th  f o u r  of them occurr ing  

within a 10-minute period. 

There were no r e p o r t s  of damage t o  homes o r  businesses  

because of water a t  e i t h e r  t h e  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  o r  the s h e r i f f ' s  

orf i ce .  

Las Vegas received .67 of an inch of r a i n  up to  10 P. M. , 
Monday n i g h t ,  the  Weather Bureau repor ted .  

Las Vegas Sun, June 2 7 ,  1954, #53, Volume V 

Torren ts  of r a i n  f e l l  Saturday (June 26) on Boulder C i t y  

i n  an area w e s t  of there .  The r e s u l t i n g  f lood  of water inun- 

dated the  Boulder Highway and homes i n  t h e  area around Victory 

Vil lage and Henderson. 

I t  wasn ' t  one c loudburs t ,  r a t h e r ,  i t  w a s  a s e r i e s  of t he  

phe.nomena. The clouds rup tu red  over t he  Black Mountain area 

from where the  water followed i t s  n a t u r a l  course down the  moun- 

t a i n  s lope  and i n t o  a wash. 

S h e r i f f ' s  deput ies  s a i d  wors t  h i t  w a s  the  Vegas Wash a r e a  

near the  three-way s top  l i g h t  on the  Boulder Highway. Mi l l ions  

of ga l lons  o f  water bo i l ed  down e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  highway and 

backed up i n  the  c u l v e r t  system there .  

Swir l ing water, unable t o  f i n d  an o u t l e t  i n  the  over-burd- 

ened c u l v e r t s ,  scooped out  t ons  of e a r t h  from beneath the  highway 

and backed up i n t o  s e v e r a l  homes i n  the  Vic tory  Vi l lage  area. 

S h e r i f f ' s  deput ies  Don P e e l  and Bob G r i f f i n  were assigned 

t o  the f lood area toge ther  w i t h  s e v e r a l  Highway P a t r o l  u n i t s .  
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G r i f f i n  s a i d  the  highway w a s  blocked fo r  severa l  hours 

between Rai l road Pass and Henderson. 

"The highway must have been b u i l t  i n  an old wash, because 

the  water w a s  running due east along e i t h e r  s ide  of the  road," 

G r i f f i n  s a i d .  

When i t  reached i t s  f lood  peak - about 1:OO P ,  M. - the  

water gushed over the highway. It swept boulders 1 2  inches i n  

diameter up and over t he  road. 

"For a t i m e  the highway was impassable both i n  the Las 

Vegas Wash area and on t h e  east s i d e  of Railroad Pass," G r i f f i n  

s a i d .  

The highway w a s  opened t o  t r a f f i c  a t  about 2:30 P. M. 

The west-bound l a n e  of  t he  Boulder Highway was blocked by 

a u t h o r i t i e s  some t h r e e  m i l e s  west of Railroad Pass a s  water, mud, 

and boulders  threatened t o  s t a l l  and damage vehicles .  

Mayor James B. French, of  Henderson, s a id ,  "We are h i r i n g  

everyone w e  can find' '  t o  work on a drainage d i t c h  t o  d ra in  o f f  

water t h a t  ravaged some 100 homes i n  the  Federal  Home Development 

on the  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  highway ac ross  from Henderson proper. 

Victory Vi l lage  was n o t  t he  least  of the a reas  h i t .  Severa l  

homeowners the re  were forced  t o  knock o u t  wal l s  t o  a l l o w  mud and 

water t o  pass  through. 

The cleanup j o b  on t h e  highway, t o  say nothing of the job  

of drainege r e p a i r ,  w i l l  t a k e  a t  least  a week, a u t h o r i t i e s  estim- 

ated.  
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There were two photographs of t h i s  storm on page one and 
one on page three .  One of the  ones on the  f r o n t  page was 
of Boulder Highway, t he  other  of the Manganese Park area. 
The p i c t u r e  on page t h r e e  i s  o f  the i n s i d e  of a house i n  
Vic tory  V i l l a g e .  

L a s  Vegas Sun, J u l y  14, 1954, #70 ,  Volume v 

On Tuesday, J u l y  13, thundershowers h i t  t he  Las  Vegas area 

.which was s u f f e r i n g  106-degree hea t  with humidity ranging from 

a low of 21 percent t o  a high of 83 percent.  

The l i g h t n i n g  which accompanied the downpour , which depos i ted  

.20 of  a n  inch  of r a i n  on Las Vegas, did n o t  do any s e r i o u s  dam- 

age,  a l though i t  knocked out  s eve ra l  c i r c u i t s  i n  one Southern 

Nevada Power Company Sys t e m .  

The onry o.ther r e p o r t  of damage i n  the  thunderstorm came 

from t h e  KLAS T e l e v i s i o n  S t a t i o n ,  where a blown-out power regula-  

t o r  hampered t h e  s t a t i o n ' s  opera t ion  f o r  a while .  

N e l l i s  A i r  Force Base repor ted  heavy thundershowers Tuesday 

evening (Ju ly  13) i n  which approximately one-quarter of an inch 

of r a i n  f e l l  w i t h i n  a per iod of one hour. 

r e p o r t e d  from l i g h t n i n g .  

Las  Vegas Sun, J u l y  26 ,  1954, #82, Volume V 

There was no damage 

Flood t o r r e n t s  - f ed  by cloudbursts  and thunderstorms - r i p -  

ped up highways , d i s rup ted  telephone se rv ice  , caused power f a i l u r e s  

and ex tens ive  p rope r ty  damage Sunday (July 25) throughout t he  L a s  

Vegas V a l l e 3 .  

Areas h a r d e s t  h i t  were Pittman and the  southeas t  s e c t o r  of  
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Las Vegas. 

A b o l t  of l i gh tn ing  b l a s t ed  a huge 50 b y  75 f o o t  wooden 

facade o f €  the  f r o n t  of J a y ' s  Bar i n  Pit tman. 

A telephone company se rv ice  pole was blown over by high 

winds ,  landing on the  roof of Bob's Bar and G r i l l  i n  Whitney. 

The south shoulder of t h e  Boulder Highway between Pi t tman 

and Whitney was inundated by f lood  waters. 

trucks w e r e  buried bumper deep i n  mud and had t o  be towed loose.  

Highway Department o f f i c i a l s  s a i d  t h e  highway shoulder f o r  a 

d i s t a n c e  of a mile w a s  destroyed by rag ing  waters and would 

cos t  thousands t o  r e p a i r .  

Severa l  c a r s  and 

Henderson, too, bore the brunt of the thunderstorm which 

was l o c a l i z e d  i n  the  mountains immediately southeas t  of t he  C i t y .  

Damage w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  severe along BMP Road and A t l a n t i c  Ave- 

nue. Residents  with houses f ron t ing  on A t l a n t i c  Avenue spent  

many l abor ious  hours l eve l ing  of f  a three- foot  deep r u t  i n  t h e  

g u t t e r  s o  t h a t  they could g e t  t h e i r  c a r s  out  of t h e i r  driveways. 

A spokesman f o r  Southern Nevada Telephone Company s a i d  some 

275 te lephones were knocked out of s e r v i c e  during t h e  storm. 

However, the  spokesman s a i d  most of the  phones a f f e c t e d  were on 

''drop'' l i n e s  o f f  main cables ,  and t h a t  the  main te lephone t runk  

l i n e s  were not  damaged. 

p a r t i a l l y  d is rupted  by a l i n e  break, the  spokesman s a i d .  

Service t o  Boulder C i t y ,  however w a s  

An o f f i c i a l  of t he  Southern Nevada Power Company s a i d  t h e r e  

were s e v e r a l  b r i e f  power f a i l u r e s  during Sunday's s t o r m ,  l a s t i n g  

from 30 seconds t o  a minute. The power company spokesman said 
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t he  longest  power "outage" occurred i n  Pa rad i se  V a l l e y  and t h e  

E a s t  Charleston area when cu r ren t  f a i l e d  f o r  13 minutes. 

The sou theas t e rn  s e c t o r  of Las  Vegas w a s  the  most s e r ious ly  

a f f e c t e d  by t h e  storm. 

through a backyard a t  2 1 1  Spencer Street ,  homeowner Jane Renis 

repor ted .  

property was knocked down by the  f l o o d  waters f o r  the second t i m e .  

M r .  and Mrs. Louis J .  DiGregorio r epor t ed  similar damage on 

t h e i r  p roper ty  a t  239 Spencer Street .  

A fou r - foo t  h igh  w a l l  of water raged 

She said a s ix - foo t  high c inde r  block w a l l  on her  

The U. S .  Weather S t a t i o n  a t  McCarran F i e l d  s a i d  1.18 

inches of r a i n  was measured Sunday ( Ju ly  2 5 ) ,  a t h i r d  of  the  

y e a r ' s  normal supply. 

Two photographs .of damage done 'by t h i s  storm were on the 
f r o n t  page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the  Sun. Both p i c t u r e s  were 
of J a y ' s  Bar i n  Pi t tman,  which was struck by l i gh tn ing .  

Las Vegas Sun, September 2 ,  1 9 5 4 ,  #120, Volume v 
A f l a s h  storm h i t  Las Vegas Wednesday n igh t  (September 1). 

The Spencer Street  area was h a r d e s t  h i t ,  w i th  water over a f o o t  

deep i n  some low p laces .  The shower l a s t e d  only a few minutes. 

Shorted fuses  on s e v e r a l  phones i n t e r r u p t e d  s e r v i c e  i n  s c a t t e r e d  

s e c t i o n s ,  and t h e  f i r e  department answered a r e p o r t  of e l e c t r i c -  

a l  t rouble  a t  5 2 4  West Bonanza. No major t roub le  w a s  reported.  

A photograph of t h e  s torm w a s  on t h e  f r o n t  page of t h i s  
e d i t i o n  of the Sun. The p i c t u r e  i s  of r e s i d e n t s  s tanding 
i n  the  water on Spencer Street .  

Las  Vegas Sun, September 3 ,  1 9 5 4 ,  #121, Volume v 
Rain b a t t e r e d  Las  Vegas and i t s  surrounding areas f o r  the  

second consecutive day Thursday (September 2) , and although no 
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ser ious  damage w a s  reported,many r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  inconvenienced 

and moto r i s t s  harassed wi th  mud and water .  

Communication and e l e c t r i c a l  s e r v i c e  'were c u t  off i n  many 

p a r t s  of town Thursday, as wires were shor ted  ou t ,  and r a d i o  

serv ice  was hampered during t h e  heavy downpour, which was accom- 

panied by thunder and l i g h t n i n g .  

Telephone comunic a t i o n s  between Las  Vegas and Henderson 

were d i s rup ted  f o r  a s h o r t  pe r iod  of  t i m e  Thursday n igh t ,  and 

some d i f f i c u l t y  was experienced i n  g e t t i n g  c a l l s  through t o  

Boulder C i t y ,  telephone company o f f i c i a l s  reported.  Three ser- 

ious outages were r epor t ed  by t h e  Southern Nevada Telephone Corn- 

pany and t h e  two-in-a-row storms kept  linemen working a l m o s t  

24 hours Without re l ie f  t r y i n g  t o  r e p a i r  the  damage and keep 

Las Vegans i n  se rv i ce .  

t o  N e l l i s  A i r  Force Base 

Mead Ammunition Dump. 

h g e  they found the  te lephone manhole under e i g h t  f e e t  of water 

and the  f i r e  department w a s  c a l l e d  t o  pump i t  out.  

cable se rv ing  the  southeas t  s e c t i o n  of town, which includes Hunt- 

r idge  and B e l  A i r ,  was pu t  o u t  of commission and took repairmen 

some t i m e  t o  r e p a i r .  

A main t runk cable  car ry ing  phone s e r v i c e  

went o u t ,  which a l so  a f f ec t ed  the  Lake 

When repairmen a r r i v e d  t o  work on t h e  

Another 

A photograph of  damage done by t h i s  storm was on the  f r o n t  
page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of t he  a. 
c a r s  i n  mud near  t h e  Showboat Hotel,. 

The p i c t u r e  is of severa l  

Las  Vegas Sun, June 14, 1955, j . 3 8 ,  Volume V I  

A " t i d a l  wave" of water from t h e  mountains to  the w e s t  swept 

down on L a s  Vegas Monday n i g h t  (June 13) a f t e r  a v io l en t  
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thundershower of r a i n  and h a i l ,  v i r t u a l l y  i s o l a t i n g  t h e  C i t y ,  

f l ood ing  hurrlreds of homes and s t o r e s  and causing an un to ld  

amount i n  proper ty  damage. 

No fa ta l i t i es  were repor ted ,  but po l i ce  a n d f i r e  department 

workers answered s c o r e s  of c a l l s  regarding poss ib le  drownings. 

Res idents  of t h e  Twin Lakes Subdivision reported t h a t  a 

fou r - foo t  w a l l  of water came down from the s lope  of Mount Charles- 

ton.  Hard h i t  was t h e  Brentwood Park Trac t ,  where l a r g e  s tocks  

of lumber, s tacked f o r  cons t ruc t ion  of new homes, were washed 

away by t h e  f lood ,  and l i t t e r e d  the  Municipal Golf Course and 

Twin Lakes Subdivis ion.  A score of houses i n  the  area around 

Orange and Beechwood P l a c e ,  A r r o w  Place and Purple Sage Avenue 

had water rush ing  through the  residences doing heavy damage. As 

t h e  water passed through Twin Lakes, i t  washed away 100 yards  of 

t h e  r e t a i n i n g  w a l l  s e p a r a t i n g  the subdiv is icp  from the  Tonopah 

Highway. 

Across town, crews rushed t o  the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Charleston 

and Seventeenth where i t  w a s  reported a woman had f a l l e n  i n t o  a 

d i t c h  and drowned. 

c u r r e n t  t o  hi.gh land ,  and was not  h u r t .  

She managed, however, t o  f i g h t  t he  s w i f t  

Telephone company o f f i c i a l s  s a i d  more than th ree -qua r t e r s  of 

t h e  te lephones i n  t h e  Las Vegas a rea  were out .  Phones i n  both 

t h e  Henderson and North Las  Vegas Po l i ce  S t a t i o n s  were ou t  of  

o r d e r  and emergency messages t o  both o f f i c e s  were r e l ayed  by 

r a d i o  from &le S h e r i f f  ' s of f  i c e .  Telephone se rv ice  t o  Paradise  
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Valley w a s  c u t  o f f  completely. 

The power company had d i f f i c u l t y  keeping t h e i r  s e r v i c e  

opera t ing ,  and power f a i l u r e s  h i t  throughout var ious s e c t i o n s  

of t h e  C i ty .  

and BMP Roads shor ted  out e a r l y  i n  the f l o o d ,  but  emergency 

crews w e r e  a b l e  t o  r e s t o r e  power la ter  i n  the  evening. 

T h e  power subs ta t ion  a t  the i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Water 

The roof  of the  S ,  R. McKinney and Sons Water Pump Com- 

pany a t  1042 South Main caved i n  a t  about 6:OO p. m. ,  moments 

a f t e r  s e v e r a l  employees escaped from the  bui ld ing .  

Road blocks were s e t  up seve ra l  times a long  the Boulder 

Highway between Las  Vegas and Henderson when f l a s h  f loods  from 

higher  ground covered the pavement wi th  water and boulders.  

The s h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e  reported t h a t  Highway 91  w a s  open both 

nor th  and sou th ,  and the Tonopah Highway was c l e a r  beyond t h e  

flooded areas a t  Twin Lakes. 

Both t h e  Charleston and Bonanza underpasses beneath the  

r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  were completely flooded. 

submerged i n  the  water f i l l i n g  the Charleston underpass,  bu t  

the  occupants escaped before  the  level  rose to  the  windows. 

S i m i l a r l y ,  a taxi  became mired i n  mud and water i n  the Bonanza 

underpass,  bu t  t h e  passengers waded t o  high ground through waist 

deep t o r r e n t .  

Ra i l road  

A c a r  was completely 

t r a f f i c  was h a l t e d  on both s i d e s  of t he  C i t y ,  

a f t e r  i t  w a s  be l i eved  water had undermined t h e  heavy concre te  

foundat ion of t h e  Charleston underpass. The water undermined 

the  Union P a c i f i c  Railroad t r acks  a t  s eve ra l  p l aces ,  and a l l  
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t r a i n s  i n  and out  of t he  C i t y  'were h a l t e d  f o r  a t i m e .  

Hardest h i t  area, according t o  A s s i s t a n t  F i r e  Chief Doug 

W i l l i a m s ,  was the  Mayfair  D i s t r i c t ,  east of F i f t e e n t h  S t r e e t ,  

between Fremont and East Charleston. The w o r s t  spot  w a s  the  

i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Main and Charleston,  as  w e l l  a s  a l l  streets 

south of Bonneville. The swiftly-moving water exceeded depths 

of 18 inches i n  many s t ree t  corners .  A t  9:30 P. M., W i l l i a m s  

s a i d  water was 16 f e e t  deep i n  the Char les ton  underpass,  and a 

depth of 11 f e e t  a t  the  Bonanza c ros s ing .  

Businesses l i n i n g  t h e  flooded a r e a s  s u f f e r e d  extreme water 

damage, and such bus inesses  as the Anderson Dairy had t o  com- 

p l e t e l y  shut  down ope ra t ion  Monday n i g h t  t o  pump the water out 

of th.e bu i ld ings .  

Three photographs of t h i s  storm were on the  f r o n t  page 
of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of t h e  Sun. 
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Main and Charleston S t r e e t s ;  the  second 
was of the co l l apsed  roof  o f  t h e  S .  R. McKinney and Sons 
bui ld ing;  and the t h i r d  of a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  d i r e c t i n g  
t r a f f i c  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Main and Charleston.  

The f i r s t  p i c t u r e  was of the 

L a s  Vegas Sun, June 15 ,  1955, 1/39, Volume V I  

Two photographs of t h e  f lood  on June  13, were on t h e  f r o n t  
page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the sun. The f i r s t  p i c t u r e  was 
an aer ia l  view of t h e  f l o o d ' s  pa th  through t h e  Las  Vegas 
area. The second p i c t u r e  was an ae r i a l  view of North 
Main Street  i n  L a s  Vegas. 

L a s  Vegas Sun, June 1 7 ,  1955, 841, Volume V I  

The Las Vegas Sewage Disposal  P l a n t ,  clogged by tons  of 

s i l t  and mud from t h e  f lood  on Monday, June  13,  broke down a l -  

most completely on Thursday, June 16. 

Ci ty  o f f i c i a l s  had hope t h e r e  would be no clogging a t  the 
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p l a n t ,  b u t  t he  tons of ma te r i a l  t h a t  was f e d  i n t o  the combina- 

t i o n  sewers and storm dra ins  f i n a l l y  worked i t s  way through 

the  sys tems.  

An est imated $83,000 worth of damage was done t o  the  C i t y ' s  

sewer p lan t  and t h e  connecting l i n e s ,  which are c u r r e n t l y  hand- 

l i n g  near ly  10 m i l l i o n  ga l lons  i n  volume d a i l y .  

A photograph of damage done by the  f lood  of June 13th was 
on the  f r o n t  page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of t h e  a. 
was of damage done near t h e  Charleston Street  underpass. 

The p i c t u r e  

Las Vegas Sun, June 18, 1955, #42, Volume V I  

A photograph of damage done by the f lood  on Monday, June 
13th was on the  f r o n t  page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of t h e  Sun. 
The p i c t u r e  was of work being done t o  unclog the sewage 
p l an t  i n  Las  Vegas. 

Las Vegas Sun, July 24, 1955, #78,  Volume V I  

A storm unleashed a t o r r e n t  of r a i n  on Las Vegas Valley 

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  midnight Sunday, J u l y  24,  br inging  near  f lood con- 

d i t i o n s  remindful o f  the  havoc wrought by t h e  June 13th flood. 

Quickly f looded Bonanza underpass was closed t o  vehicu lar  

t r a f f i c ,  when i t  became impassable. 

The sudden c loudburs t  caused power outages i n  var ious 

sec t ions  of t h e  C i t y ,  bu t  power was r e s t o r e d  a l m o s t  immediately. 

Short  c i r c u i t s  caused t h e  C i v i l  Defense s i r e n  t o  go o f f  a t  the  

County Court House Building and a t  the F i f t h  and Carson Streets 

branch of the  Bank of Nevada. 

Vegas Heights  and Twin Lakes su f fe red  aga in  as waters ap- 

proaching the  n e a r  f lood  s t a g e  r an  over curbs washing out lawns 

and doorways. A new housing development on Mi l l e r  S t ree t ,  near  

West College a t  t h e  Vegas Heights underpass w a s  repor ted  a t a r g e t  
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of the s w i r l i n g  waters sweeping down the  Vegas Heights H i l l .  

Threatening waters r a n  i n  bubbling rivulets down through the  

West le igh T r a c t ,  sweeping rocks and s o i l  onto Charleston Boule- 

vard and c u t t i n g  deep r a v i n e s  along t h e  roadside.  

Water f looded the  rear of the Sun Building des t roying  an 

es t imated  thousands of d o l l a r s  worth of newsprint. 

Workmen s t rugg led  t o  keep the Charleston underpass open 

Swi r l ing  waters about a f o o t  deep w i t h  immediate pumping. 

eddied about  workers as they b a t t l e d  t o  keep the road p a s s i b l e .  

According t o  t h e  weather s t a t i o n  a t  McCarran F i e l d ,  t h e  

f l a s h  c loudburs t  moved i n  on Las  Vegas from the  n o r t h e a s t ,  

sweeping a c r o s s  t h e  Las  Vegas V a l l e y  t o  the southeas t  i n  a d i r -  

ect  line. At midnight,  1.13 inches of p rec ip2 ta t ion  had been 

measured by t h e  s t a t i o n .  But, an a u t h o r i t y  s a i d ,  t he  gauge 

w a s  cont inuing  t o  mount r a p i d l y .  

A i r  f ac i l i t i e s  a t  McCarren F ie ld  were unin ter rupted .  

splashed t h e  runways, bu t  s p i l l e d  off i n t o  the a i r p o r t ' s  park- 

i n g  l o t .  

Water 

Las  Vegas Sun, J u l y  25,  1955, #78 ,  Volume V I  

Heavy r a i n s  from a s torm Thursday n i g h t  (July 21) soaked 

a water pump motor, causing i t  t o  break down leaving  p a r t  of 

t h e  r e s i d e n t s  on t h e  w e s t  end of Whitney t o  be without  water. 

Ira Carter, Sec re t a ry  of  t he  Whitney Water Company, I n c . ,  

s a i d  t h a t  t h e  County road crews f a i l e d  to  provide adequate d ra in -  

age  when they extended Nel l is  Boulevard t o  connect with Bond 

Road and t h a t  ra inwater  c o l l e c t e d  behind an e a r t h  f i l l ,  f l ood ing  
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out  t he  boos te r  pump. 

( J u l y  2 3 )  normal s e r v i c e  was r e s to red  t o  the community. 

Las Vegas Sun, J u l y  25,  1955, #79 ,  VolumeVI. 

Carter  s a i d  t h a t  by 4 : O O  P. M. Saturday 

The L a s  Vegas a r e a  was swamped f o r  the second t i m e  on the  

same day by a v i o l e n t  cloudburst  on Sunday, J u l y  2 4 .  

Floodwater swept down on Henderson, swamping hundreds of 

homes and s h u t t i n g  o f f  t r a f f i c  on the Boulder Highway. 

hours a f t e r  the  c loudburs t ,  a f lood  s t ruck  Las Vegas wi th  tremend- 

ous fu ry ,  causing moderate damage t o  areas of t h e  C i ty  a l r eady  

hard h i t  by t h e  f l a s h  flood June 1 3 .  

F i f t e e n  

Most of the  af ternoon deluge centered on Trac t  Number Two 

on t h e  east end of Henderson, where r e s iden t s  t r i e d  t o  s low down 

the  r i s i n g  t i d e  by throwing up wooden bar r icades .  Water as h igh  

as four  f e e t  deep flooded homes, leav ing  deposi ts  of s i l t  through- 

out  t h e  t r a c t .  

and Carver Park. 

the n i g h t  t o  r e p a i r  damaged streets and t o  remove mud from ease- 

Also h i t  hard by the  f lood  were Victory V i l l a g e  

The Henderson Street  Department worked f a r  i n t o  

ments i n  the  t h r e e  inundated housing developments. 

Water sweeping down from Trac t  Number Two c losed t h e  highway 

south o f  Henderson and other floodwaters cu t  off t he  Pit tman 

Highway approach. U .  S .  Highway 93-95-466 was closed t o  t r a f f i c  

f o r  n e a r l y  two hours, and highway patrolmen were s topping  c a r s  

as far away as Rai l road  Pass. 

h i t  by ra ins torms ,  bu t  U .  S. Highway 9 1  was s t i l l  open. 

Jean  and Hountain Pass were a l s o  

The beginning of t he  f lood was announced by a b r i l l i a n t  d i s -  

play of l i g h t n i n g  on a l l  s ides  of Las Vegas which moved c l o s e  t o  
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t h e  C i t y  e a r l y  Sunday and then s t ruck  downtown. 

b o l t  of b l ind ing  i n t e n s i t y  s t r u c k  the  McDonald Ho te l  a t  208 

North F i f t h  Street ,  sho r t ing  o u t  a water cooler .  

A l i g h t n i n g  

The McCarran F i e l d  U. S .  Weather Bureau S t a t i o n  r epor t ed  

1 .29  inches of r a i n f a l l  during t h e  downpour e a r l y  i n  the morn- 

ing .  Rain w a s  apparent ly  h e a v i e r  i n  the  nor thern  po r t ions  of 

t he  City and l i g h t e r  i n  the f o o t h i l l s  of t he  M t .  Charleston 

Range . 
The Bonanza underpass was f i l l e d  wi th  water, as i t  was on 

June 13,  b u t  s teady pumping emptied i t  later i n  t h e  day. 

s a i d  an un iden t i f i ed  a u t o  w a s  s t u c k  i n  the  Bonanza underpass 

and w a s  completely under water. It had t o  be removed Sunday 

af te rnoon beTore the  underpass could be opened- t o  t r a f f i c .  

Po l i ce  

The f lood  fanned out  throughout the lower po r t ions  of Las 

Vegas, p a r t i c u l a r l y  on East Charleston,  and covered most C i t y  

streets wi th  several inches of water. The c u r r e n t  on West Char- 

l e s t o n ,  v i r t u a l l y  a rag ing  river i n  the  e a r l y  hours  of Sunday morn- 

i n g ,  picked up a veh ic l e  d r iven  by s. F .  Boyle and moved t h e  car 

several feet  before  i t  j o l t e d  t o  a s t o p  a g a i n s t  a p i l e  of top- 

s o i l  on Shadow S t r e e t .  

North Las Vegas w a s  darkened f o r  48 minutes between 12:15 

and 1 : 1 3  P. M., Sunday, during the  he igh t  of t he  storm. Other 

power outages were i n  the  downtown Las  Vegas area, f o r  30 seconds 

a t  10:42 P. M. Saturday ( Ju ly  23)  and f o r  two minutes s h o r t l y  

a f t e r  midnight. 

The Twin Lakes Vi l l age  r e t a i n i n g  .wall was aga in  smashed a s  



a 150 f o o t  s e c t i o n  of the ha l f -mi l e  w a l l  ‘was carried away by  

floodwaters.  

Sage Avenue, Magnolia Avenue and R ive r s ide  Drive were washed 

Newly planted lawns on S i l v e r  Lake Drive,  Purple 

away. 

Schools P .  Guild Gray ,  away on a vaca t ion ,  but  neighbors  cleaned 

up the house. The Glen Heather and McNeil t r a c t s ,  under con- 

s t r u c t i o n  i n  the  West Charleston area, were l e f t  high and d r y ,  

bu t  f r e s h l y  dug d i t c h e s  f o r  sewer p i p e s  were caved i n .  

Water covered the  f l o o r  of the home of Superintendent of 

The f lood  a l s o  roared through two d i t ches  no r th  and south 

of the Municipal Golf Course and gathered force through the  Twin 

Lakes t r a c t  enroute  t o  the  Charleston and Bonanza underpasses.  

There were s i x  photographs of t h i s  storm i n  t h i s  e d i t i o n  of 
the Sun. The f i r s t  one was of a washed po r t ion  of the  
Boulder Highway. The second was of D e l l  S t r e e t  i n  Hender- 
son. The t h i r d  one was of a c a r  which was s tuck  near  East 
College Boulevard. 
r e t a i n i n g  w a l l  between the Twin Lakes Vi l l age  and the  
Tonopah Highway. The f i f t h  was of a d i r t  road i n  the Col -  
lege Park area of North Las Vegas, and the  s i x t h  one was of 
a car  churning through water on Charleston S t ree t  i n  Las  
Vegas. 

The fou r th  one was of the  destroyed 

Las Vegas Sun, August 26, 1955, #111, Volume V I  

One of t he  wors t  thunderstorms i n  the  h i s t o r y  of the  Bunk- 

e r v i l l e  a r e a  h i t  t h a t  a r e a  Thursday, August 25. 

Union P a c i f i c  r a i l  t r a f f i c  was d i s rup ted  f o r  e i g h t  hours 

and t h e  main highway between Las Vegas and S a l t  Lake C i t y  was 

closed to  all t r a f f i c  u n t i l  noon Thursday. State  highway crews 

and a dozen p ieces  of equipment opened the  thoroughfare t o  one- 

way t r a f f i c  a t  noon and by 4:OO P. M. t r a f f i c  was normal again.  

The d i s rup ted  road condi t ions  centered  about 25 m i l e s  

nor theas t  of Glendale. O t i s  Wright, southern Nevada engineer  
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f o r  t he  Highway Department, s a i d  the water t o r e  up about 100 

f ee t  of pavement and road shoulders  t o  depths of e i g h t  f e e t .  

I n  Toquop Wash, water w a s  running an est imated 15 f e e t  

deep and 100 fee t  wide beneath the  highway br idge  over the nor- 

mal ly  dry c reek  bed. 

bed i n  the  c reek  was completely submerged. 

The Thorne Construction Company's g rave l  

Many f i e l d s  i n  Bunkerv i l le  and i n  Mesquite were flooded 

and s tanding  i n  pools of water Thursday n igh t ,  hours a f t e r  t he  

s torm had subsided. The Virg in  River was ca r ry ing  water about 

f o u r  feet  i n  depth i n  a l l  of i t s  s e v e r a l  hundred f e e t  i n  width. 

The Muddy River was n o t  so f u l l .  

Property owners i n  the  Logandale and Moapa V a l l e y  areas 

were a l so  h a r d ' h i t  by a f l a s h  f lood  Thursday. S i x  f e e t  of water 

w a s  r epor t ed  pouring down t h e  Meadow V a l l e y  Wash and r e s i d e n t s  

were a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  peak runoff  l a t e  Thursday n ight .  Worst 

h i t  were W i l l i a m  Hopkins, Glenn Jensen,  Jay Whipple and Lynn 

Adams who attempted t o  sandbag t h e i r  property,  d i g  d i t c h e s ,  and 

d i v e r t  the  water. 

A photograph of t h i s  c loudburs t  w a s  on page 2 of t h i s  ed i -  
t i o n  of t h e  a. The p i c t u r e  was of the water covering 
highway 93 i n  t he  Moapa V a l l e y  area. 

L a s  Vegas Sun, J u l y  23, 1956, #52, Volume V I 1  

Las  Vegas w a s  plagued by power outages,  f looded s t r e e t s ,  

sk idding  au tos  and screaming s i r e n s  as thunder showers h i t  t he  

C i t y  and surrounding areas a t  9:30 Sunday n i g h t ,  July 22. 

The heavy downpour covered the  e n t i r e  Las  Vegas Val ley,  

according t o  a U. S. Weather Bureau exper t  a t  McCarran F i e l d .  
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Power outages h i t  var ious  sec t ions  of t he  C i t y  as l i n e s  

'were blown down by g r e a t  gus t s  o f  wind, 

S t r e e t ,  a power company transformer caught f i r e  and the f i r e  

department was c a l l e d  t o  ex t inguish  the  b laze .  

A t  400 South F i r s t  

Throughout t h e  C i t y ,  cars skidded on the s l i c k  pavements 

and S h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e r s  r epor t ed  a t  l e a s t  one s e r i o u s  accident  

caused by the heavy r a i n s .  T r a f f i c  w a s  f u r t h e r  hindered by t h e  

power outages which caused t r a f f i c  l i g h t s  t o  go ou t .  

Las Vegas r e s i d e n t s  became alarmed when the  a i r  r a i d  s i r e n  

a top  the County Courthouse began b l a r i n g  away a t  the  he ight  of 

the s torm.  

alarm s y s t e m  caused by the r a i n .  

Las Vegas Sun, J u l y  25, 1956, # 5 4 ,  Volume V I 1  

The s i r e n  was touched o f f  by a sho r t  c i r c u i t  i n  the 

Heavy r a i n s  h i t  Las  Vegas s h o r t l y  a f t e r  9:00 P .  M. Tuesday 

n ight  (July 2 4 ) ,  f lood ing  var ious  areas of t he  City.  

The most s e r i o u s  damage r epor t ed  w a s  t he  breaking of water 

mains i n  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s  of the  C i t y .  

i n  Huntridge when a water main b u r s t  there .  

Streets were flooded 

Another main broke 

near the i n t e r s e c t i o n  of F i f t h  and Garces, sending water 75 fee t  

i n t o  the a i r  and caus ing  damage t o  dwellings.  

Hyde Park and t h e  surrounding West Charleston area was hard  

h i t  by water which f looded the  streets. 

a l igh tn ing  b o l t  h i t  t he  Panorama Market a t  410 West Charleston. 

In a f r eak  acc iden t ,  

L i t t l e  damage r e s u l t e d  and none of t h e  shoppers i n  the  s t o r e  a t  

the time were i n j u r e d .  A l a r g e  amount of water w a s  a l s o  repor tec  

In t e r sec t ions  i n  var ious  p a r t s  of the  C i t y  were flooded 
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.with c a r s  t r a v e l i n g  bumper deep i n  water. The busy i n t e r s e c -  

t i o n  a t  F i f t h  and Main w a s  deep i n  f lood  water s h o r t l y  a f te r  

t h e  downpour commenced. 

The S a l t  Lake Highway was repor ted  t o  be impassable t o  

t r a f f i c  a t  midnight .  

heav i ly  between L a s  Vegas and Baker, and t r a v e l e r s  were d i s -  

couraged from a t tempt ing  t o  g e t  through. 

Highway patrolmen reported i t  had r a i n e d  

A t  McCarran F i e l d ,  t he  e n t i r e  lobby was flooded, b u t  per-  

sonnel r e p o r t e d  t h e  downpour did not de lay  any f l i g h t s ,  which 

continued t o  a r r i v e  and depa r t  on schedule.  

Traffic w a s  slowed down by Tuesday n i g h t ' s  f lood ,  b u t  no t  

h a l t e d  as i t  was i n  1955. Underpasses on West Charleston and 

on Bonanza w e r e  n o t  f looded as they were i n  1955, and t r a f f i c  

was passing through them f r e e l y .  

1955, t he  d r a i n s  i n  both  underpasses became clogged and i n  a 

When t h e  r a i n s  h i t  i n  J u l y  of 

s h o r t  t i m e ,  were almost completely f i l l e d  with water. 

Motor i s t s  on Highway 9 1  S t r i p  r epor t ed  t h a t  t o r r e n t s  of 

water poured down t h e  wide thoroughfare from the  d i r e c t i o n  of 

t he  C i t y ,  f l ood ing  t h e  s t reet  from curb t o  curb. 

Two photographs of t h i s  s t o r m  were on the f r o n t  page of 
t h i s  e d i t i o n  of t h e  - Sun. The f i r s t  was of the  broken 
water main a t  F i f t h  and Garces Streets. The second 
p i c t u r e  was of t h e  .water covering t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of 
South F i f t h  and South Main. 

L a s  Vegas Sun, J u l y  26, 1956, #55, Volume VI1 

Three r a i l r o a d  men were p a i n f u l l y  in ju red  a f t e r  the  r a i n -  

storm of Tuesday n i g h t ,  J u l y  24, when a l o c a l  f r e i g h t  t o  t h e  

Blue Diamond Mine w a s  d e r a i l e d  and plunged i n t o  a d i t c h  a f t e r  
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a rain-soaked roadbed s l i d  out  under t h e  weight, I t  was estim- 

a t e d  t h a t  500 fee t  of t r ack  was washed out  as the  b i g  engine 

skidded i n t o  a d i t c h ,  e s t i m a t e d  t o  be about 15 f e e t  deep, near 

the  s p u r ' s  c ross ing  of t h e  M t .  Springs Road, about e i g h t  m i l e s  

from the  Los Angeles Highway. 

Taken t o  the Southern Nevada Memorial Hospi ta l  were Joseph 

L. Shepard, 58, of 918 South Fourth Street ,  a brakeman; Edwin 

Lincoln,  5 2 ,  of 1310 F r a n k l i n  Avenue, a brakeman; and Albert  S.  

Woods, 57, of 823 South F i r s t  Street ,  Apartment 10, a fireman. 

Two photographs of t h i s  de ra i l ed  t r a i n  were on t h e  f r o n t  
page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the Sun. 

Las  Vegas Sun, J u l y  29, 1956, #90, Volume VI1 

High winds and a h a i l s t o n e  storm heralded a cloudburst  

which s t r u c k  the west s i d e  of Las Vegas with a f l a s h  f l o o d  

Saturday af ternoon ( J u l y  28) t h a t  turned s t r e e t s  i n t o  streams 

and threa tened  homes i n  t h e  area. 

The f lood  w a s  l a r g e l y  confined t o  the region between Char- 

l e s ton  Heights and t h e  Union P a c i f i c  t racks.  

were channeled down Evergreen Avenue, Decatur Boulevard, and 

West Charleston Boulevard. Although clogged by d e b r i s  f o r  a 

s h o r t  pe r iod ,  the Char les ton  underpass was kept open throughout 

the tine of  danger. 

The muddy waters 

No s e r i o u s  damage w a s  r epor t ed ,  however, s eve ra l  homes i n  

the Charleston Heights ,  Hyde Park,  and Westleigh t racts  were 

under s e v e r a l  inches of water. 

S t rong  gus ts  of wind a t  about 1:15 P. M. were t h e  forerunner  
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of the f l a s h  f lood .  Hai ls tones followed t o  account f o r  broken 

windows i n  the  C l i f f  May Subdivision. Awnings were t o r n  loose  

and seve ra l  fences  blew down be fo re  the downpour. 

Weathermen a t  McCarran F i e l d  repor ted  only . 1 3  inches o f  

r a i n ,  but a heavier  amount f e l l  i n  the f o o t h i l l s  t o  t h e  west. 

F o l h i n g  a t y p i c a l ,  d e s t r u c t i v e  runoff p a t t e r n ,  t h e  r a i n  waters 

began t o  race  eastward approximately an hour later.  Mud, rocks ,  

and brush w e r e  s w e p t  down Evergreen Avenue p a s t  Upland Boulevard . 
Drains  a t  Brush S t r e e t  and Cactus Lane were jammed a l lowing  waters 

t o  mount dangerously c l o s e  t o  homes there .  Water was deep 

enough t o  permit c h i l d r e n  to  s w i m  i n  the streets. 

Rushing waters deepened t h e  gulch a t  Red Rock School,  F i r  

Avenue and Upland Boulevard, forming a min ia tu re  w a t e r f a l l  and 

crumbling walls of t h e  gulch a l r eady  c l o s e  t o  t h e  school  yard. 

Minor damage was repor ted  t o  newly l a i d  paving on Decatur 

Boulevard and C i t y  bu l ldoze r ' s  blades were rushed i n  t o  s t e m  

the  waters th rea t en ing  the  road-widening p r o j e c t  on the  h i l l  

between Hyde Park and Westleigh on West Charleston Boulevard. 

Water brimmed t o  the  curbs along 'most  Hyde Park streets and 

wel led up along Bedford Place. 

As the runoff  gathered momentum, the  f lood  h i t  t he  Hinson 

Tract and Westleigh 

p a s t  Southern Nevada Memorial Hospi ta l .  

wi th  fo rce  and c a r r i e d  down West Char les ton  

A m i n o r  road washout occurred a t  t h e  south end of town a t  

t h e  scene of t h e  1956 f lood.  

Three photographs of  t h i s  storm were on the  f r o n t  page 
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and one photograph was on page four  of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of 
the  Sun. The f i r s t  one on page one w a s  of t h e  gulch a t  
Red Rock School; the  second was of t he  flooded Charleston 
Heights area; and t h e  t h i r d  w a s  of t h e  water covering 
Brush S t r e e t .  The p i c t u r e  on page four  w a s  of ch i ld ren  
playing i n  the  water i n  Cedar Manors development. 

L a s  Vegas Sun, J u l y  11, 1957,  #41, Volume V I 1 1  

A l a t e  af ternoon c loudburs t  on Wednesday ( Ju ly  10) i n  

t he  mountains behind Las  Vegas sen t  f lood  waters r o a r i n g  through 

Paradise  Valley c u t t i n g  o f f  two roads and s t r and ing  a number of 

f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  on Tomiyasu Lane. 

Flood waters were a l s o  repor ted  i n  the Sloan area, however, 

no damage was repor ted  t h e r e  by the  S h e r i f f ' s  Of f i ce .  

A t  least  four  f a m i l i e s  were s t i l l  i s o l a t e d  i n  Paradise  

Valley a t  a la te  hour Wednesday n i g h t ,  and one home i n  the  area 

w a s  r epor t ed  inundated. 

Exact l oca t ion  o f  t he  c loudburs t  could not be determined. 

A heavy r a i n  was r epor t ed  i n  Kyle Canyon by Ranger H. C. Hoffman 

However, Hoffman s a i d  t h a t  t h e  cloudburst  must have h i t  some- 

.where between Spring Mountain and the  va l l ey .  

Both Tomiyasu Lane and W a r m  Springs Road were c u t  o f f  Wed- 

nesday n i g h t  by f lood waters from f i v e  t o  s i x  f e e t  deep. 

water was c u t t i n g  i n t o  the  unpaved roads because no c u l v e r t s  

had been constructed t o  t ake  c a r e  of any f lood  emergency. 

two roads were c u t  o f f  a t  about  5:OO P. M. 

The 

The 

Many cars were s t r anded  on both s i d e s  of the  f loodwaters .  

A photograph of t h e  damage done by the  f l a s h  f lood  was on 
t h e  f r o n t  page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the  Sun, 
was of water running a c r o s s  Tomiyasu Lane. 

The p i c t u r e  
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L a s  Vegas Sun, J u l y  2 7 ,  1957, #57, Volume VI11 

A noontime c loudburs t  s t r u c k  L a s  Vegas Fr iday ,  (July 

26), drenching r e s i d e n t i a l  areas and sending water rushing up 

t o  curb l e v e l s  i n  the  downtown sec t ion .  No se r ious  f lood t h r e a t  

w a s  posed, a l though p o l i c e  and engineer ing fo rces  were a l e r t e d  

i n  the  event of f l a s h  f loods  s i m i l a r  t o  those t h a t  h i t  L a s  

Vegas i n  1955. 

Approximately 1,000 telephones w e r e  out of s e r v i c e ,  due t o  

the heavy r a i n  and l i g h t n i n g .  

three percent  of the system, however, and not  considered ' 'too 

bad," i n  view of t h e  amount of r a i n f a l l .  

i n  Paradise  Val ley  were out  of s e rv i ce .  

i o u s l y  a f f e c t e d  were West Charleston,  the  "St r ip ,"  and trunk 

l i n e s  t o  Henderson. Barr ing f u r t h e r  heavy rains,  most of t h e  

telephones were expected t o  be back i n  se rv i ce  Saturday (July 

27) . 

This w a s  only between two and 

Most of the telephones 

Other areas most ser- 

Muddy r i v u l e t s  lapped a t  po in t s  i n t o  the middle of West 

Charleston Boulevard, bu t  were n o t  as deep and r ap id  as those 

which rushed down t h e  thoroughfare i n  an area-confined f l a s h  

f l o o d  i n  l a te  1956. 

Low-level homes near  t he  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of E a s t  Charleston 

Boulevard and Fremont Street  were soaked i n  the  downhill advance 

of t h e  waters. 

No s e r i o u s  t r a f f i c  acc iden t s  were repor ted  during the 

cloudburst  and i n t e r m i t t e n t  downpours t h a t  continued f o r  s e v e r a l  

hours .  
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A photograph of damage done by t h i s  cloudburst i s  on the  
f r o n t  page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the Sun. The p i c t u r e  was 
of t h e  undermined i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Washington and Decatur 
Lane. 

- 

L a s  Vegas Sun, August 2 2 ,  1957, 8 8 3 ,  Volume V i 1 1  

Thunderstorms drenched the Las Vegas Valley with a record  

2.57 inches of r a i n  Wednesday (August 21). The s to rms  t o r e  up 

age 

The 

v i  01 

highways , county roads ,  i s o l a t e d  Vegas Heights, and caused dam- 

t o  C i t y  streets es t imated  a t  $50,000. 

Most of  the  r a i n  f e l l  between 7 and 9 A .  M. Wednesday. 

r a i n  gauge read  three-quar te rs  of an inch more than t h e  pre-  

s 24-hour per iod  of r eco rd  r a i n f a l l ,  an August day i n  1942. 

Most of t he  main highways were open during the d a y l i g h t  

hours Wednesday, however, t o r r e n t s  of water deposited tons of 

d e b r i s  i n  t h e  a s p h a l t  roadbeds and caused some of the county ' s  

secondary arteries t o  become impassable. 

The Los Angeles Highway w a s  shut  down f o r  about fou r  hours.  

Of f i ce r s  of the  C a l i f o r n i a  Highway P a t r o l  ha l t ed  northbound traf-  

f i c  a t  M t .  Pass ,  about 20 m i l e s  i n s ide  the  S t a t e  l i n e .  The 

o f f i c e r s  r epor t ed  t h a t  t h e  pavement was l i t t e r e d  by d e b r i s .  

Nevada a u t h o r i t i e s  f i r s t  h a l t e d  southbound t r a f f i c  a t  t he  High- 

way P a t r o l  Checking S t a t i o n  a t  Jean,  however, the road blocks 

were s e t  up oppos i te  McCarran Ai rpor t ,  as i t  appeared t h a t  the  

road would be  impassable f o r  some time. 

v i t a l  C a l i f o r n i a  Highway l i n k  w a s  not  as ser ious  as f i r s t  f ea red  

and i t  w a s  reopened la ter  Wednesday morning. 

The shutdown of t h e  

Although p o r t i o n s  of Highway 9 1  were washed out near  t he  
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Lake Mead Base, t he  road was l i s t e d  as passable  by t h e  Nevada 

Highway Pa t ro l .  

and Searchl ight  r epor t ed ly  made t h a t  r o u t e  impassable. 

A washout on Highway 95 between Rai l road  P a s s  

O f f i c i a l s  of t he  Nevada Highway Department s a i d  t h a t  the  

two widening p r o j e c t s  north and south of L a s  Vegas, were hard 

h i t  by the f lood waters. Construction crews were fo rced  t o  

tear out  p a r t  of the  o ld  road on the  s t r i p  t o  save t h e  newly- 

cons t ruc t ed  four- lane sec t ion .  

S h e r i f f ' s  Deputies s a i d  t h a t  200 yards  of the Bond Road 

between Paradise  Road and Highway 91  was washed out  and impass- 

a b l e .  

P a r t  of the Boulder Highway was blockaded near  Channel 2 

after f lood  waters undermined t h e - r o a d  and-caused a cave-in.  A. 

Highway Department spokesman s a i d  a l s o  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  paved 

road  t o  Nelson, between Boulder C i ty  and Sea rch l igh t  w a s  washed 

ou t .  

Two Union P a c i f i c  passenger t r a i n s ,  t h e  C i t y  of Los Angeles 

and t h e  Ci ty  of S t .  Louis, were s t a l l e d  b r i e f l y  by weakened 

roadbeds,  but  a gondola car  f u l l  of b a l l a s t  beefed up t h e  t r a c k  

and t h e  s t reaml iners  moved on. 

The Bonanza underpass was kept  open through the  downpour 

through the  e f f o r t s  of the  Highway Department and C i t y  o f f i c i a l s .  

The Charleston Underpass was flooded and impassable. 

Vegas He igh t ' s  1,000 r e s i d e n t s  were b o t t l e d  up f o r  hours 

because of f lood condi t ions  on Highland Avenue, and t h e  c l o s i n g  

of the  Miller Street underpass. Two t racts  i n  North Las  Vegas 
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were i s o l a t e d .  There was a s e r i o u s  f l o o d  hazard i n  the Sand- 

h i l l  and Eas te rn  roads s e c t i o n  of Desert  Inn  Road, which i s o l a -  

ted some of the r e s iden t s .  

Ci ty  Manager A .  H. Kennedy s a i d  t h a t  Las Vegas f a red  w e l l  

compared t o  the  $450,000 i n  damage t o  C i ty  proper ty  su f fe red  

two years p r i o r  i n  a f l a s h  f lood .  

c o n f i E  d t o  San Francisco,  Decatur,  the Owens Street  Overpass 

of the r a i l r o a d  t r acks ,  and a washout on E a s t  Bonanza where 

grave l  had been spread p r i o r  t o  a paving p r o j e c t ,  Kennedy s a i d .  

S t r e e t  damage w a s  mainly 

Three photographs of t h i s  f l a s h  f lood  were on the  f r o n t  
page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of t h e  sun. The f i r s t  p i c t u r e  w a s  
of an over- turned t ruck  on East Charles ton Boulevard. 
The o the r  two p i c t u r e s  'were of the area around the Ray 
Evans home on Tomayasu Lane i n  Paradise  Valley. 

Las  Vegas Sun, August 2 4 ,  1957,  #85, Volume V I 1 1  

A l l  equipment, and a l l  crews of the  Nat ional  Park Se rv ice  

were working Saturday (August 2 4 )  under Maintenance Supervisor 

Hubert Atchison t o  open roads i n  the  Lake Mead Nat ional  Recrea- 

t i on  Area which were washed out  i n  the record  r a i n f a l l s  Tuesday, 

August 2 0 ,  and Wednesday, August 21.  

Charles A .  Richey, the damage, worst  i n  10 years, w i l l  amount 

t o  $50,000 i n  add i t ion  to  r e p a i r s  which can be made with c u r r e n t  

funds and by the crews now i n  the f i e l d .  

According t o  Superintendent 

There .was considerable  damage a t  Overton and Boulder Beach 

on Lake Mead and Catherine and Cottonwood on Lake Mohave. 

The concession i n  t h i s  r e s o r t  area which was ha rdes t  h i t  

.was Mur1 Emory's f i s h i n g  r e s o r t  i n  narrow Eldorado Canyon below 

Nelson on Lake Mohave, ,which i s  now closed to  the  pub l i c .  
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The c a f e  was crushed and f i l l e d  wi th  s i l t  and rocks,  a 

l a r g e  m e a t  f r e e z e r  be ing  overturned among o ther  damage. 

docks were pushed i n t o  t h e  l a k e  and boa t s  were crushed as the 

harbor f i l l e d  wi th  e a r t h ,  boulders and debr i s .  The concessioner 

The 

l o s t  h i s  c r u i s e r  and a pickup t ruck .which w a s  washed i n t o  the 

lake.  

Three photographs of damage done by t h i s  f l a s h  f lood  were 
on the  f r o n t  page of t h i s  editj-on of the  sun. The f i r s t  
p i c t u r e  i s  of the c a f e  i n  Eldorado Canyon; the second i s  
of  t h e  damaged p i e r  a t  Murl Emory's Eldorado Canyon f i s h i n g  
camp, and t h e  t h i r d  p i c t u r e  i s  of a washout on the  Nat ional  
Park Se rv ice  Highway below Nelson. 

L a s  Vegas Sun, June 22,  1958, 1/18, Volume IX 

A savage f l a s h  f lood  w i t h  a c r e s t  es t imated a t  seven f e e t  

washed out  a five-milesecti-on of the Nelson Road Saturday (June 

21) a t  about 4:OO P. M., i s o l a t i n g  the popular f i s h i n g  spot  f o r  

several hours.  

A dry r a v i n e  l ead ing  down from t h e  nearby mountains was 

turned i n t o  a b o i l i n g  stream of muddy water, as d e s e r t  trees 

and huge boulders  were t o r n  up and c a r r i e d  along by the force  of 

t h e  flood. 

There were no cars on t h e  s t r e t c h  of highway when the  f lood  

s t ruck ,  i t  was repor ted .  Clayton Kiggins ,  maintenance foreman 

f o r  t he  State  Highway Department, s a i d  the  subsiding waters l e f t  

t h e  road covered wi th  s i l t ,  boulders  and o the r  d e b r i s ,  making 

t ravel  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  dangerous. 

According t o  Raymond Yoss of North Las Vegas, who covered 

t h e  E l  Dorado Canyon Road j u s t  before  the  washout, the f l a s h  
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f lood  .was seve ra l  m i l e s  long. Large boulders  and debr i s  

covered most of the highway. A t  one s p o t  the wash had taken 

o u t  a 16 f o o t  long,  four  f o o t  deep sec t ion  of t he  road. Yoss 

a l s o  repor ted  t h a t  some cars were h e l d  up from 30 minutes t o  

one hour. 

O f f i c e r  W i l l i a m  Reasonover of the Boulder Ranger S t a t i o n  

s a i d  they had rece ived  a c a l l  a t  5 : 3 0  P. M. r epo r t ing  the  f lood  

from a " M r .  Mitchell" who placed the  f l a s h  f loods as being 

seven miles from Boulder on t h e  Nelson cu tof f .  

A crew of about  10 men and heavy road  equipment s t a r t e d  

t h e  t a sk  Sunday (June 27) of  c l e a r i n g  the road. Kiggins e s t i m -  

a t e d  the  j o b  would take  about 10 hours o r  more. 

L a s  Vegas Sun, J u l y  30, 1958, #56, Volume I X  

An expected f l a s h  f lood  swept through Paradise Valley la te  

Tuesday ( Ju ly  29) as a s i x  f o o t  w a l l  of murky water cascaded 

down Flamingo Wash between Flamingo and Bond Roads. 

t he  f lood  h i t  about 6:OO P. M. 

Crest o f  

The Paradise  Valley Road w a s  covered with a shrub and rock- 

f i l l e d  r i v e r  a t  a p o i n t  where i t  i n t e r s e c t s  the wash. 

Road crews began t o  c l e a r  Paradise  and Mojave Roads and 

Maryland Parkway on Wednesday ( Ju ly  30).  All roads were pass- 

a b l e  a t  a la te  hour Tuesday n i g h t .  

A s  pred ic t ed  Tuesday, the f lood  followed heavy r a i n s  i n  

surrounding f o o t h i l l s  and the M t .  Charleston area earlier Tues- 

day. Cloudbursts were r epor t ed  i n  out laying communities through 

out  the day Tuesday, although L a s  Vegas proper was scarce ly  
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touched by the  threa ten ing  thunderheads. 

There w a s  no es t imate  of damage t o  homes i n  the  Paradise  

Valley area, i f  any, a v a i l a b l e .  Wally P i n j u r  and George Cromer 

s a i d  a s to rage  shed f o r  the  P and G cons t ruc t ion  company was 

i n  the d i r e c t  path of the .water, but damage had no t  y e t  been 

determined. 

A photograph of the  f l a s h  flood i s  on the  f r o n t  page of 
t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the - Sun. 
waters  i n  the  Paradise  V a l l e y .  

The p i c t u r e  is of t h e  f lood  

L a s  Vepas Sun, September 7 ,  1958, # 9 5 ,  Volume IX 

High winds and heavy r a i n  followed i n  the  wake of f i e r c e  

e l e c t r i c a l  s t o r m s  which lashed the  Las Vegas Valley Saturday 

n t g h t  (September 6) . .Floods from mountain runof f s  w e r e  expected 

t o  h i t  Sunday morning (September 7 ) .  

The McCarran F i e l d  weatherman s a i d  Saturday n i g h t  t h a t  

f loods i n  many v a l l e y  reg ions  could be expected a f te r  the tho r -  

ough drenching mountain reg ions  received during the  n i g h t .  

Cloudbursts h i t  hard  a l l  around Las Vegas Saturday n i g h t  

b u t  only l i g h t  showers had f a l l e n  i n  the C i t y  proper by midnight.  

Wind g u s t s ,  measured up t o  40 mph, r ipped up bushes and a t  t i m e s  

shrouded the  downtown area wi th  dust .  

Rain washed o u t  the  Jun io r  Chamber of Commerce c a r n i v a l  i n  

Boulder C i ty  as members were forced t o  c l o s e  games and booths 

when the downpour h i t  about 9:00 P. M. 

Despirte heavy r a i n  i n  ou t ly ing  a r e a s ,  a l l  roads were r epor t ed  

clear by the  s h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e .  
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Las Vegas Sun, November 13, 1958, #162, Volume I X  

S t r icken  hard by Tuesday evening 's  (November 11) r a i n -  

caused f lood ,  c i t y  and county o f f i c i a l s  were t a l l y i n g  i n  d o l -  

l a r s  and cen t s  Wednesday n igh t ,  the ex tens ive  damage t o  publ ic  

and p r i v a t e  proper ty  and es t imat ing  i n  over-time man-hours the  

c o s t  of r e p a i r s .  

Las  Vegas's es t imate  of $60,000 worth of damage from the  

f lood ,  added t o  t he  $10,000 i n  the  county a r e a  and an es t imated  

$50,000 i n  ba t t e red  North Las Vegas, brought the t o t a l  t o  

$120,000,  a heavy t o l l  f o r  the  storm, which began gen t ly  Tues- 

day af ternoon.  

C i t y  crews i n  both Las Vegas and North Las  Vegas were busy 

throughout Wednesday c l ea r ing  in te rsec t ions  of washed-in g rave l ,  

t ree limbs and o the r  debr i s  which had h a l t e d  o r  s n a r l e d  t r a f f i c  

f o r  nea r ly  24 hours.  

Las Vegas Sun, August 2 ,  1959, 1/57, Volume X 

A storm t h a t  caused l i g h t s  t o  f l i cker  i n  Las Vegas and 

kicked up dus t  storms genera l ly  throughout the  a r e a ,  s t r u c k  

w o r s t  a t  Indian  Spr ings ,  45 m i l e s  northwest of Las Vegas. 

a twister s t r u c k  the  Atomic V i e w  Trailer Court a t  about  2:15 P. 

There 

M. and knocked over th ree  l a r g e  mobil homes and two s m a l l e r  ones :  

s h a t t e r e d  the  g l a s s  i n  severa l  bu i ld ings  and snapped o f f  TV an- 

tennas.  

Meanwhile, i t  w a s  repor ted  t h a t  t h e  northbound Union Pac i f ic  

C i t y  of Las Vegas was held up f o r  45 minutes south of L a s  Vegas 

a f t e r  r a i n s  apparent ly  d is rupted  the  s i g n a l  sys tem.  
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I n  Las Vegas, a r a i n  s q u a l l  caused a minor f lood  about 

2:OO P. M. i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  of Brush and Evergreen S t r e e t s ,  

w i t h  water flowing running-board deep be fo re  i t  drained o f f .  

The Clark County Road Department w a s  c a l l e d  ou t  t o  r e p a i r  

a segment of t h e  Blue Diamond Road, about a m i l e  and a ha l f  

o f f  the Mountain Springs Road, because of a p a r t i a l  washout, 

t h e  s h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e  r epor t ed .  

Sgt.  Bob Goerke, of  the  Nevada Highway P a t r o l ,  reported 

t h a t  a bad d u s t  storm made d r i v i n g  d i f f i c u l t  between Las Vegas 

and Glendale dur ing  t h e  storm per iod ,  and t h a t  r a i n  squa l l s  

were prevalent  between Alamo and Cal ien te  during the  morning. 

A photograph of t h i s  s torm is on the f r o n t  page of t h i s  
e d i t i o n  of  t he  - Sun. The p i c t u r e  i s  of c h i l d r e n  playing 
i n  the  water i n  t h e  600 b lock  of  Brush S t r e e t .  

- Las Vegas Sun, August 8,  1959, #63,  Volume X 

Rain and wind dumped t h e  worst  f l oods  i n  t h r e e  years on 

Henderson, covered Tonopah Highway wi th  water a t  the  Charleston 

cu to f f  and broke a r e s t a u r a n t ' s  $500 p l a t e  g l a s s  window i n  the  

new Francisco Square shopping c e n t e r  Fr iday n i g h t  (August 7 ) .  

Early r e p o r t s  of a f i v e - f o o t  w a l l  of water washing o f f  t h e  

mountains i n  t h e  Rai l road  Pass  area toward Henderson gave o f f i -  

c ia ls  some uneasy moments u n t i l  they learned  t h a t  t h e  run-off 

had s h i f t e d  toward Lake Mead wi thout  damaging property.  

I n  Las Vegas, two minor f i r e s  r e s u l t e d  from the  s torm,  as 

a power pole c r o s s  a r m  burned i n  f r o n t  of 215 George Place and 

another  small f i r e  sprung up when a power l i n e  came down on Rose 

Street  behind Southern Nevada Memorial Hospi ta l .  
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Southern Nevada Telephone Company o f f i c i a l s  repor ted  t h a t  

about 200 phones went ou t  of s e r v i c e  due t o  the s to rm.  

Vegas Wash Road .was closed t o  t r a f f i c  f o r  an hour during 

the worst  p a r t  of the storm. 

F lood  waters  were a l m o s t  curb high i n  Henderson and t r a f -  

f i c  was t i e d  up r e q u i r i n g  policemen t o  d i r e c t  t r a f f i c  as s i g n a l  

l i g h t s  were s tuck  f o r  an hour. 

Gusts of wind a t  speeds up t o  25 miles per hour whipped 

the  r a i n  along the s t reets  and highways, according t o  t h e  U.  S. 

Weather Bureau. 

Las Vegas Sun, August 1 2 ,  1959, #67, Volume X 

Thousands of ga l lons  of r a i n  water, produced by a b r i e f ,  b u t  

v i o l e n t  thunderstorm l a t e  Tuesday (August 11) , rushed down the 

eas t e rn  s lopes  of M t .  Charleston and smashed through an ear then 

dike t o  cause what could have been t h e  worst  f l a s h  f lood  i n  

Las  Vegas ' s h i s t o r y .  

Although i t  was unable t o  hold back the  swollen r a i n  water, 

the d ike  d id  prevent  a r e p e a t  of t h e  d i sa s t rous  f l a s h  f loods of 

J u l y  and August, -1955, according t o  Publ ic  Works Direc tor  Richard 

Saucer. 

Hardest  h i t  was the  southwestern sec t ion  of L a s  Vegas, 

which took t h e  brr,nt of t he  f l o o d  when i t  crumpled an emergency 

f l o o d  c o n t r o l  d ike  a t  a po in t  west of t he  c i t y  l i m i t s .  

The t o r r e n t  poured down West Charles ton Boulevard, s n a r l i n g  

t r a f f i c  f o r  hours  when i t  sealed up the  Charleston underpass. 

The f lood  also swamped r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  along Decatur .and 
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A r v i l l e  Streets.  

Considerable -- but minor - -  property damage w a s  r epor t ed  

by home owners i n  the Hyde Park,  Los Verdes and Brentwood 

housing developments. 

The f l o o d  s w i r l e d  across  the  d e s e r t  i n  t u r b u l e n t  r i v l e t s ,  

emptying i n t o  bas ins  i n  the lower por t ions  of Pa rad i se  Val ley.  

When t h e  water crashed through the dike -- b u i l t  i n  1957 

i n  lieu of a permanent f l o o d  con t ro l  system t o  be  cons t ruc ted  

by t h e  Army Corps o f  Engineers -- i t  roared down West Charles- 

t on ,  a n d - w i t h i n  30 minutes had f i l l e d  the  Char les ton  underpass. 

By 9:15 P.  M . ,  t he  flood had c r e s t e d  a t  e i g h t  feet  i n  t h e  under- 

pass. Traffic was re routed  around the swollen underpass.  The 

underpass w a s  f i n a l l y  drained and reopened a t  a la te  hour Tues- 

day n igh t .  

One thousand telephones i n  the West Las  Vegas and Paradise  

V a l l e y  areas were knocked out as a r e s u l t  of t h e  storm. 

i e s t  outages were repor ted  i n  Charleston Heights ,  Hyde Park and 

Brentwood i n  the  West Charleston area, B o r i s  Te r race  i n  North 

L a s  Vegas, and along East Charleston Boulevard. 

Heav- 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  West Charleston Boulevard, h a r d e s t  h i t  thor -  

oughfares were Bond and Paradise  Roads, Maryland Parkway and 

Flamingo Road, which were t o t a l l y  swamped; Bedford Avenue, 

which w a s  under about two f e e t  of water; 25th S t ree t ,  from Ben- 

anza Road t o  College Avenue ,which, a t  the h e i g h t  of the storm 

was impassable. 

Mud-slick s t r e e t s  caused a t r a f f i c  hazard ,  w i t h  numerous 
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a u t o  accidents  repor ted .  A Ringsby County truck and t r a i l e r ,  

dr iven by Raymond Troy Bunch, 37 ,  of 2800 Derter Way, skidded 

ou t  of con t ro l  and jack-knifed i n t o  a power pole  a t  San Fran- 

c i s c o  Street  and L a s  Vegas Boulevard South. The huge t ruck 

sheared off the pole  a t  i t s  base ,  causing a power outage i n  the 

immediate a rea .  Bunch w a s  un in jured .  

Public Works D i r e c t o r  Sauer s a i d ,  "The f lood could have 

been worse had i t  no t  been f o r  t he  dike,  which runs nor th  and 

south,  west of the  C i t y .  

Although i t  d id  n o t ,  i t  d id  keep the  water from s p i l l i n g  un- 

We had hoped the dike would hold. 

con t ro l l ed  through t h e  e n t i r e  C i t y .  1 1  

I t  was noted t h a t  both t h e  Mi l l e r  S t r e e t  and Bonanza Road 

underpasses were not  c losed  by the s t o r m ,  a s  has been the case 

i n  the p a s t  f loods .  

Three photographs of  t h i s  f l a s h  flood were on the f r o n t  
page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of t h e  &. The f i r s t  p i c tu re  was 
of  two ch i ld ren  i n  a boa t  on Hinson S t ree t .  The second 
p i c t u r e  was of cars d r i v i n g  through the water on A r v i l l e  
Road. The t h i r d  p i c t u r e  w a s  of a West Charleston-Westwood 
Drive home surrounded by water. 

Las  Vegas Sun, August 18,  1959, # 7 3 ,  Volume X 

Henderson and the  Eastwood area of Las Vegas were h i t  the  

hardes t  Monday (August 17 )  as thunderstorms flooded s t reets  and 

caused power f a i l u r e s  . 
More than 100 phones were out i n  the Eastwood area and 

seve ra l  c i r c u i t s  were down i n  Henderson. There were a few s c a t -  

t e r ed  outages around L a s  Vegas, according t o  a Southern Nevada 
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Telephone Company Spokesman. 

C i t y  crews were busy cleaning streets i n  Henderson as 

wind-blown branches blocked s t r e e t s ,  Water S t r e e t  was f looded ,  

and many l i g h t s  went ou t  dur ing  the  storm. 

The Las Vegas a rea  escaped damage although it was f ea red  

a t  one t i m e  t h e r e  might be a chance of heavy r a i n  and p o s s i b l e  

f lood .  

Las Vegas Sun, J u l y  22, 1960, f 3 4 ,  Volume I1 

Telephone s e r v i c e  between Las Vegas and Henderson was 

h a l t e d  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  Thursday n ight  ( Ju ly  21) by a f l a s h  thun- 

derstorm i n  the  Las  Vegas a rea .  

s p o r a d i c a l l y ,  a spokesman f o r  the  Southern Nevada Telephone 

Company s a i d .  

Calls were going through only 

Emergency crews worked through Thursday n igh t  t o  r e t u r n  

s e r v i c e ,  and i t  was expected t h a t  normal operat ions would be 

resumed Fr iday  morning. 

Meanwhile the  l i g h t n i n g  caused power f a i l u r e s  of from 12 

t o  15 te lephones i n  the 1300 block of F ranc i s  Street ,  when 

seve rdpower  l ines were knocked down. The l i n e s  f e l l  between 

two houses ,  the F i r e  Department s a i d ,  and the  homes were burned 

s 1 i gh t 1 y . 
Four cars c o l l i d e d  a t  Plain and Carson, skidding i n  the 

Heavy s h e e t s  of r a i n  i n  the  b r i e f  downpour, which s t r u c k  i n  mid- 

a f t e rnoon  and l a s t e d  a l i t t l e  less than an  hour. There were 

no i n j u r i e s  i n  the acc ident ,  however. 

T.wo power meters were h i t  by l i g h t n i n g  behind the L e a v i t t  
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Building i n  the 200 block of  East Utah St ree t .  

shorted o u t ,  the F i r e  Department s a id .  

Las Vegas Sun, September 4 ,  1960, #78, Volume I1 

They w e r e  

No damage w a s  reported i n  the Las  Vegas area Saturday 

n igh t  (September 3) a f t e r  the town absorbed nea r ly  a q u a r t e r  

of an inch of r a i n .  

The only p r e c i p i t a t i o n  gauge i n  the  a r e a ,  l oca t ed  a t  

McCarran Ai rpor t ,  r e g i s t e r e d  .23 of an inch of r a i n  Saturday. 

County road and maintenance personnel were a l e r t e d  f o r  poss ib l e  

f l a s h  f loods  when i t  was expected Las Vegas would bear  the  

b run t  of runoff waters from heavy r a i n s  i n  the  Char les ton  a rea .  

However, no flood damage w a s  repor ted  a f t e r  t he  road  and 

maintenance o f f i c e r s  made a complete survey of the county a rea .  

Las  Vegas Sun, September 6 ,  1960, 880, Volume I1 

Rain s q u a l l s ,  surrounding the Las  Vegas area Monday n igh t  

(September 5) caused two road blockages from f l a s h  f l o o d s  and 

a n  unconfirmed r e p o r t  of a l ands l ide .  

Opened Monday n i g h t ,  was U. S .  Highway 91  South, which had 

been closed temporarily a t  V a l l e y  Wells by a f l a s h  f lood  t h a t  

had p i l e d  water up aga ins t  a d i r t  embankment and formed a lake 

over the road where i t  w a s  being widened t o  four  l anes .  

Closed Monday n i g h t ,  was U .  S .  Highway 95 North i n t o  B e a t t y ,  

by a f l a s h  f lood ,  according t o  Clark County s h e r i f f ' s  deput ies .  

U. S. Highway 7 7  was blocked by a l a n d s l i d e  32 m i l e s  south 

of Searchl ight ,  according t o  unconfirmed r e p o r t s ,  depu t i e s  s a i d .  
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L a s  Vegas Evening Review-Journal, Nov. 7 ,  1960, 8 3 1 2 ,  V o l .  LII 

(There was one photo  o f  f looded Moapa V a l l e y  on the f r o n t  

page) . 
drenching caused l i t t l e  t roub le  l o c a l l y ,  bu t  major d i s a s t e r s  i n  

Moapa Valley and Eldorado Canyon. 

The weekend ra ins torm which gave the  area a three-day 

The major cleanup j o b  was i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  around Eas te rn  

and S t .  Louis avenues. Overflowing f lood  waters  of the former 

Vegas Wash dra inage  area t i e d  up t ra f f ic  i n  the E a s t  Bonanza 

and Nellis  Boulevard D i s t r i c t .  

The U. S .  Weather Bureau a t  McCarran F i e l d  reported t h a t  

a t o t a l  of 1.83 inches of r a i n  f e l l  du r ing  t h e  three days. 

This w a s  the h e a v i e s t  f a l l  s i n c e  the one-day f lood s to rm of 

August 21, 1957, when 2.59 inches . inundated  the  comunity.  

The g r e a t e s t  loss w a s  i n  t he  Moapa a r e a ;  the Meadow V a l l e y  

and C a l i f o r n i a  Washes poured heavy r u n o f f s  i n t o  the Muddy River 

and s e n t  i t  on a rampage through t h e  v a l l e y .  

Major highway damage was on U. S . 93 n o r t h  of Glendale 

where near ly  a quar t e r  mile  of t h e  highway shoulder was under- 

mined t o  a depth of t h r e e  o r  fou r  feet .  

The r o a r i n g  f lood began t o  subs ide  Sunday n ight  and by 

midnight, t he  flow of t he  r i v e r  was n e a r l y  back t o  normal. 
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L a s  Vegas Sun, A p r i l  7 ,  1961, $1293, Volume I1 

Water on the e a s t e r n  f r i n g e s  of L a s  Vegas Thursday n ight  

(Apr i l  6) w a s  caused by runoff  from the Sheep Mountain Range 

earlier i n  the  day. Rain f e l l  on the  mountainous a rea  la te  

Thursday af ternoon.  

One r e s i d e n t  of t he  5800 block of  East College S t r e e t  

s a i d  t he  water r i s i n g  i n  f r o n t  yards along the s t r e e t  was the 

r e s u l t  of poor f lood c o n t r o l  planning. He s a i d  road  o f f i c i a l s  

con t r ibu ted  t o  the problem by cons t ruc t ing  roads t h a t  "dip" i n  

the  wrong s p o t s ,  and had re fused  t o  grade a small divers ionary 

d i t c h  along the  s i d e  of t h e  s t r e e t .  

Trailers i n  a nearby t r a i l e r  park were i n  some cases sur -  

rounded by t h e  water ,  and r e s i d e n t s  were keeping a w a r y  "flood 

watch" al though t h e r e  appeared t o  be  l i t t l e  l ike l ihood t h a t  the  

t ra i le rs ,  s eve ra l  inches o f f  the  ground, would be endangered. 

L a s  Vegas Sun, J u l y  4 ,  1961,  #14, Volume X I 1  

The h e a v i e s t  r a i n  i n  the  Las Vegas area i n  83 days caused 

an e l e c t r i c a l  power outage,  telephone f a i l u r e s  and numerous 

t r a f f i c  t i e -ups  and minor acc iden t s .  

The .OS r a i n f a l l ,  which dropped the  high temperature Monda. 

(July 3) t o  81 degrees ,  f i r s t  caused t rouble  when a l i gh tn ing  

b o l t  s t r u c k  a 1,200 v o l t  primary power l i n e  on Maryland Parkway 

near Nevada Southern Un ive r s i ty  e a r l y  Monday morning. 

According t o  power company spokesmen, power was p a r t i a l l y  

r e s t o r e d  soon a f t e r  t h e  outage as workers t o i l e d  i n  the  r a i n  t o  

r e p a i r  t h e  l i n e .  Complete s e r v i c e  w a s  res tored  t o  t h e  remainin 
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area w i t h i n  s e v e r a l  hours. 

Meanwhile, Southern Nevada Telephone Company was exper- 

i enc ing  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  It  repor ted  t h a t  the  Las Vegas-to- 

Henderson cab le  w a s  soaked i n  places where i t  w a s  s t rung  above 

the  ground. The r a i n  damaged cable prevented any long d i s t a n c e  

c a l l s  t o  o r  from Henderson, where there  were approximately 

3,000 telephones.  Local Henderson c a l l s  went unimpaired accord-  

i n g  t o  a te lephone company spokesman, but  Vegas-to-Henderson 

c a l l s  were delayed by seve ra l  hours. 

f i r s t  no t i ced  Monday morning (July 3) with workers l abor ing  

throughout t he  day t o  dry the  cable.  

s t o r e d  .about 7:OO P. M. 

The soaked cab le  w a s  

Complete s e r v i c e  was re- 

Although the ra in  d i d  end a 23-day s t r i n g  of 100 'degrees 

o r  above temperatures,  i t  was blamed f o r  s eve ra l  minor t r a f f i c  

mishaps i n  thearea .  S l ippery  roads and p m r  v i s i b i l i t y  were 

c i t e d  as causes  f o r  the acc idents .  

Las  Vegas Sun, J u l y  24, 1961, 1/35, Volume X I 1  

Winds up t o  50 miles an hour accompanied thunderstorms 

which h i t  s c a t t e r e d  spots  i n  the  Las Vegas Valley Monday (July 

24) .  

Monday's b r i e f  storms were v io l en t .  No i n j u r i e s  were o f -  

f i c i a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t he  weather by l a t e  Monday n igh t .  

I n  North Las Vegas, h a i l  was an added t h r e a t  as a t o r r e n t  

of r a i n  p e l t e d  the a rea  f o r  a h a l f  hour. Late Monday af te rnoon 

North L a s  Vegas Po l i ce  o f f i c i a l s  s a i d  they had not  y e t  r e c e i v e d ,  

any c a l l s  of damage, but were standing by, due t o  the  flooded 
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st reets  . 
Meanwhile, H a r r y  Clark,  deputy s h e r i f f  , repor ted  h i s  50- 

foo t  house t r a i l e r ,  on Craig Road was knocked from i t s  founda- 

t i o n  by the  heavy gus ts  of wind. 

A r e p o r t  from the National Park Rangers a t  Lake Mead s a i d  

i t  had been r a i n i n g  f o r  the g rea t e r  p a r t  o f  t he  day, adding 

t h a t  a small c r a f t  warning was issued as soon as winds passed 

the 20 m i l e  per hour mark. 

ported.  

Las  Vevas Sun, J u l y  31,  1961,  #41, Volume XI1 

Rangers s a i d  no acc idents  were re- 

A cloudburst  and high winds s t ruck  Las  Vegas, North Las 

Vegas and p a r t s  of Paradise V a l l e y  Sunday af ternoon,  J u l y  30. 

Streets were flooded, trees uprooted, windows smashed, 

phone c a b l e s  c u t ,  autos  s t a l l e d ,  power outages caused, and a 

new r o l l e r  r i n k  wrecked i n  the  havoc c rea t ed  by the storm, which 

meanwhile, avoided Henderson and Boulder C i ty  f o r  t h e  most p a r t .  

Blown over on i t s  s i d e ,  w a s  the 48-foot  house t ra i le r  of 

Walter and Elva Mongeon a t  Broad Acres Trailer Court, a t  2934 

Las  Vegas Boulevard, North near Pecos, North Las Vegas p o l i c e  

repor ted .  Manager B i l l  P e t e r s  reported t h a t  ne i the r  of t h e  

Mongeons were in jured .  

S t ruck  by l i gh tn ing  meanwhile a t  t he  same t ra i le r  c o u r t ,  

was the trailer of Rudolph and Hazel Coleman, an e l d e r l y  couple ,  

They, t oo ,  both escaped i n j u r y ,  Peters sa id .  

B l o w n  c l e a r  across  the i n t e r s e c t i o n  of 25th and Owens i n  
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North L a s  Vegas by the  f i e r c e  gus t s  was a "U-Haul" trailer 

f i v e  by twelve f e e t  i n  s i z e  t h a t  w a s  slannned i n t o  a c a r  owned 

by Olen Lane, Jr.,  of 3015 Wright. 

t o  North Las Vegas p o l i c e .  

Nobody w a s  h u r t ,  according 

About $25,000 t o  $30,000 damage t o  a r o l l e r  r i n k  being 

b u i l t  on Foremaster Lane near  Woodlawn Cemetery w a s  repor ted  

by the J o l l e y  Construct ion Company. 

Trees were t o r n  o r  broken over on t h e i r  s i d e s  a l l  around 

town, crashing onto t h e  tops of parked cars i n  a t  least  two 

cases ,  a t  2317 M c W i l l i a m s  and 2008 Marlin.  

Las Vegas Hosp i t a l  w a s  c u t  o f f  from telephone communica- 

t i o n  when a Southern Nevada Telephone Company cab le  went out.  

Power outages were caused i n  several parts of the  a r e a ,  

including some p laces  i n  downtown Las  Vegas, and a t  t h e  i n t e r -  

s ec t ion  of South Main and F i f t h  S t r e e t s .  

Heavy street f looding  w a s  repor ted  by p o l i c e  and t h e  Nevada 

Highway Pa t ro l  i n  many areas - notably Fremont and 25th where 

many ca r s  s t a l l e d ,  and E a s t  Bonanza Road and East Owens Avenue 

between 25th and Nellis Boulevard - b u t  waters were subsiding 

r a p i d l y  later i n  the  day. 

Power l i n e s  w e r e  down i n  a t  least  two p l aces ,  E l l i s  S t r e e t  

and the 1800 block of Hoover, according t o  r e p o r t s  b y  the North 

Las Vegas F i r e  D i s t r i c t  a lone ,  and outages plagued the  no r th  

end of the  S t r i p  and t h e  Desert Park neighborhood, as w e l l  as 

downtown Las Vegas and o t h e r  areas. 

Only a couple of t r a f f i c  acc iden t s  were repor ted  by late 
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Sunday, much t o  the pleasure and s u r p r i s e  of l o c a l  l a w m e n ,  

and both w e r e  minor, with nobody r equ i r ing  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n .  

No houses were f looded,  but  many streets became v i r t u a l  

canals .  

Las Vegas were e spec ia l ly  inundated. 

Col lege Avenue and o ther  a r t e r i e s  i n  low ly ing  North 

Two photographs of t h i s  storm were on the  f r o n t  page of 
t h i s  e d i t i o n  of t h e  Sun. The f i r s t  p i c t u r e  w a s  of a ca r  
which a tree had f a l l e n  on a t  2008 Marlin S t ree t .  The 
second p i c t u r e  w a s  of t h e  broken window of the  Public 
Finance Company o f f i c e  on 7 3 1  Fremont Street .  

L a s  Vegas Sun, August 1 2 ,  1961, # 5 3 ,  Volume X I 1  

On F r iday ,  August 1 2 ,  Las Vegas was h i t  by the worst f lood- 

ing  so f a r  f o r  the year. 

runoff  west of Las Vegas. 

The f looding  was caused by mountain 

Charleston Heights,  Hyde Park, Vegas Heights and North 

Las Vegas apparent ly  took t h e  brunt  o f  t he  s torm.  

No damage of s e r ious  consequence, nor s e r ious  auto acc idents  

were repor ted  as a r e s u l t  of the  f looding ,  bu t  a u t h o r i t i e s  

warned t h a t  mud, s i l t  and debri.s had been deposited along some 

of the  a f f e c t e d  s t r e e t s .  

Power company workers r epor t ed  a f l u r r y  of b r i e f  outages,  

six of them w i t h i n  a per iod  of one hour,  as a r e s u l t  of the  pre- 

c i p i t a t i o n  and r e s u l t a n t  f looding.  Two such in t e r rup t ions  of 

e l e c t r i c a l  s e r v i c e  h i t  the  Las  Vegas SUN o f f i c e s  and p r i n t i n g  

p l a n t ,  bu t  power was quick ly  r e s t o r e d  i n  both ins tances .  The 

Las  Vegas p o l i c e  department a l so  was a f f e c t e d  b r i e f l y  by power 

se rv ice  problems, as w a s  t h e  s h e r i f f ' s  department, but n e i t h e r  

agency encountered any d i f f i c u l t y  as a r e s u l t  of t he  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  
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A meteoro log i s t  a t  the weather s t a t i o n  a t  McCarran F i e l d  

s a i d  r e s i d e n t s  of Sproul  Homes i n  the West Charleston area 

repor t ed  h a i l  and f lood- l ike  condi t ions during the  la te  a f t e r -  

noon. M r s .  L e w i s  Thomas, 6105 Preston Circle,  s a i d  the  Charles- 

ton Heights area w a s  dashed by h a i l  which'bovered the  ground." 

The U .  S. Weather S t a t i o n  a t  the county a i r p o r t  w a s  n o t  

touched by the  ra infal l .  The weatherman on duty t h e r e  F r iday  

n i g h t  s a i d  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  measured a t  t h e  bureau was n i l .  

Two photographs of t h i s  f lood were on the f r o n t  page of 
t h i s  e d i t i o n  o f  t he  &I. The f i r s t  p i c t u r e  w a s  of t h e  
water on the  Municipal Golf Course. The second w a s  of 
two c h i l d r e n  p lay ing  i n  water which poured down the  4500 
block  of  Providence Lane. 

Las Vega.s Sun, August 20, 1961, #60, Volume X I 1  

The b r i e f ,  b u t  s p i r i t e d  winds and r a i n s ,  which h i t  t h e  

Clark County area, were heav ie s t  i n  Henderson and o ther  ou t ly ing  

areas. 

Most s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  v ic t im of storm-connected a c c i d e n t s  

was e ight -year -o ld  J a y  Pusty of San Berno, Ca l i fo rn ia ,  who was 

admit ted t o  Southern Nevada Memorial Hospi ta l  f o r  observat ion.  

Jay  and h i s  b r o t h e r ,  Guy, were taken t o  the  h o s p i t a l  by Mercy 

Ambulance a f t e r  a f r e a k  accident  on Washington S t ree t  involv ing  

a p i e c e  of heavy equipment which l o s t  a wheel. 

s t i l l  were i n v e s t i g a t i n g  the unusual acc ident  Saturday n i g h t .  

T r a f f i c  o f f i c e r s  

An u n i d e n t i f i e d  moto r i s t  slammed i n t o  a f i r e  plug a t  High- 

land and Bonanza, shee r ing  o f f  the f i x t u r e  and f looding the  

i n t e r s e c t i a n ,  L a s  Vegas Po l i ce  reported.  
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I n  the  County area, Highway Patrolmen w e r e  kept  on the  run t o  

fenderbending minor c o l l i s i o n s ,  many times f ind ing ,  .when they 

a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  scene, the  d r i v e r s  s e t t l e d  t h e  damages them- 

se lves  and departed.  

I n  Henderson, where the r a i n s  apparently were heavier  

than o the r  s e c t i o n s ,  the storm s t ruck  suddenly wi th  a s o l i d  

shee t  of r a i n  accompanied by l igh tn ing .  

no i n j u r i e s  o r  major  damages i n  Henderson, l i g h t n i n g  s p l i t  an 

umbrella tree a t  the Bud Feigley home, 442 National  S t ree t ,  and 

i g n i t e d  a power pole  a t  70 Magnesium S t r e e t .  Damage t o  lawns 

a l s o  w a s  repor ted .  

Boulder C i ty ,  l ike  some areas within the C i ty  l i m i t s  of 

L a s  Vegas, remained undampened while  the storm danced around 

them. 

Although t h e r e  were 

North Las  Vegas reported no accidents  or  i n j u r i e s  and 

only a q u i e t ,  "good" r a i n .  

a l s o  rece ived  heavy r a i n f a l l ,  i t  was reported.  

L a s  Vegas Sun, August 22, 1961,  #62, Volume X I 1  

The a rea  t o  t he  w e s t  of t h e  C i t y  

Heavy r a i n s  and winds up t o  48 miles an hour whipped 

through t h e  Vegas area Monday n i g h t  (August 21), causing a b r i e f  

power outage on the S t r i p .  

A tree a t  Las  Vegas High School was knocked down, and the  

roof of Sears Roebuck a n d  Company downtown, was damaged. 

McCarran F i e l d  had t o  use emergency power because of t h e  

storm. Lights  were knocked out  f o r  a period from San Franc isco  

Street t o  t h e  Thunderbird H o t e l .  The f r o n t  l i g h t s  on the  Sahara 
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H o t e l  were a l s o  knocked ou t .  

Las Vegas Sun, August 30, 1961, #70, Volume XI1 

Heavy t o r r e n t s  of r a i n  and h a i l  swept through Las  Vegas 

Tuesday n igh t  (August 29), pounding t h e  e n t i r e  area and caus ing  

power outages and e n t i r e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n s  t o  be inundated 

with water i n  the  eastern area. 

A number of t ra i ler  r e s i d e n t s  were repor t ed  t o  be evacuat- 

ing  t h e i r  t ra i lers  u n t i l  t h e  r a i n s  subsided and the S h e r i f f ' s  

Jeep Posse was c a l l e d  t o  ass is t  the evacuation. 

Lightning knocked down seve ra l  power l i n e s .  Power was 

completely c u t  o f f  f o r  a p e r i o d  a t  the new County Barn on Nellis  

Boulevard near  t h e  Boulder Highway. 

The e n t i r e  Trailer Estates area n o r t h  of College Avenue 

and east of  N e l l i s  Boulevard w a s  f looded. 

ed was the res idence  of M r .  and Mrs. F. B.  Stump, 2260 Glenwood 

Lane. 

Among trailers f lood-  

A r a sh  of t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t s  occurred earlier i n  t h e  after-  

noon, s h o r t l y  after t h e  r a i n s  f i r s t  s t a r t e d .  The storm s t a r t e d  

i n  the  af ternoon,  subsided f o r  a while  and then resumed wi th  

much g rea t e r  f o r c e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  evening, 

The area around t h e  2100 block of Ba l l a rd  Street  w a s  f i l l e d  

with water, p o l i c e  r epor t ed .  College Avenue was flooded, as 

was a good p o r t i o n  of the  College Park r e s i d e n t i a l  area. Many 

streets were flooded o u t .  

The power company r e p o r t e d  a number of power outages " a l l  

over town." A l l  of the  S t r i p  h o t e l s  a t  one t i m e  o r  another  
111 



during the n igh t  used a u x i l i a r y  power. Power l i n e s  w e r e  down 

a t  S t .  Louis Avenue and P a t r i c k  S t ree t ,  but  were r e p a i r e d .  

The e a s t e r n  p a r t  of  L a s  Vegas w a s  h i t  hard,  as was the  

Bonanza Road area. 

Golf  Course were blown away, and a t ra i ler  was turned over. 

Wires were down a t  Pecos and P a t r i c k  Streets ,  t he  S h e r i f f ' s  

O f f i c e  reported.  

Chairs  and benches a t  the Paradise  V a l l e y  

I n  Paradise  Val ley,  a t  least  two t r a i l e r s  were turned over,  

one of which w a s  owned by Norman Kaye, l o c a l  e n t e r t a i n e r  and 

r e a l  e s t a t e  man. 

washed out and impassable. 

Par ts  of Sunset Road i n  Paradise  Valley were 

A photograph of t h i s  f lood  w a s  on the f r o n t  page of t h i s  
e d i t i o n  of the sun. The p i c t u r e  was of a flooded t r a i l e r  
i n  the  Trailer Estates a rea .  

Las Vegas Sun, August 31, 1961, i171, Volume XI1 

@his  information i s  a supplement t o  the f lood of August 
29 ,  page 9 2 ) .  

Heaviest  damage w a s  i n  t he  County area t o  t he  east and 

no r th  of Las  Vegas. 

t he re  was a t  least $25,000 damage t o  t h e  publ ic  roads and county 

County Road Superintendent Press Lamb s a i d  

property.  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  was a l s o  ex tens ive  damage t o  p r i v a t e  

property,  mainly i n  t h e  Meikle Manor and T r a i l e r  Estates s e c t i o n  

Many homes i n  these  areas were damaged by water. 

Damage t o  C i t y  p roper ty  was es.timated a t  $5,000 by Vic tor  

B. Uehling, Deputy D i r e c t o r  of Publ ic  Works. 

make no es t imate  of t h e  damage t o  p r i v a t e  property i n  L a s  Vegas. 

H e  s a i d  he  could 

"Most of the  p u b l i c  damage w a s  done t o  the e f f l u e n t  d i t c h  
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a t  the C i t y ' s  sewage d i sposa l  p lan t  near the Vegas Wash. 

P a r t s  of t h e  d i t c h ' s  banks were washed away,' '  Uehling s a i d .  

Much d e b r i s  was strewn over c i t y  streets i n  var ious  

p a r t s  of L a s  Vegas and had t o  be c l ea red  away, he added. 

Wehling s a i d  water flowed over curbs,  washing away f i l l  and is 

n e c e s s i t a t i n g  regrading  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the e a s t e r n  p a r t  of town. 

Las Vegas Sun, September 18, 1961, #89, Volume 12 

A 25-year-old Nevada Power  Company lineman w a s  e lec t rocu-  

t ed  Sunday (September 17 )  as an af termath of the  sudden storm 

t h a t  ravaged the Las Vegas area Saturday n igh t  (Sepcernber 16) 

and caused t h e  near-death of another power company man. 

B i l l y  Faulkner of 11 Arizona Way, Henderson, died a t  9:25 

S.unday n i g h t  i n  Southern Nevada Memorial Hospi ta l ,  where he 

had been taken  after s u f f e r i n g  third-degree burns through h i s  

gloves and t r o u s e r s  from a l i v e  w i r e  whi le  on r e p a i r  duty. 

Don Fabbi ,  27-year-old power company employee who su f fe red  

widespread th i rd-degree  burns when a r a d i o  tower col lapsed on 

the  bu i ld ing  i n  which h e  was working during f i e r c e  gus ts  Sa tu r -  

day, s t i l l  w a s  r epor t ed  i n  c r i t i c a l  condi t ion i n  the County 

Hospi ta l .  

Meanwhile, L a s  Vegans surveyed a d e b r i s - l i t t e r e d  town and 

a h a l f - m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  proper ty  damage Sunday, following t h e  

savage storm with high " tornado-like" winds and huge h a i l s  tones 

t h a t  racked up the community from one end t o  the other .  

The S m i p  was e s p e c i a l l y  hard-h i t  by the sudden f u r y  of 
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the  s t o r m ,  which b l a s t e d  do,wn v i r t u a l l y  all o f  the b i g  s i g n s  

i n  the r e so r t  a rea  and t o r e  p a r t  of the roof o f f  t h e  Dunes 

H o t e l .  

Lamb Boulevard was washed out i n  places  by the deluge 

accompanying the  winds and h a i l ,  b u t ,  U.  S .  Highway 9 1  South 

was okay and power l i n e s  to rn  down near  the Tropicana Hote l  

were up aga in  Sunday, according t o  Deputy Russ Anderson of 

the Clark County S h e r i f f ' s  Department. 

A 138,000 v o l t  l i n e  serv ing  Mercury and Jackass F l a t s  w a s  

Power Company o f f i c i a l s  s a i d  a 69,000 v o l t  l i n e  was put  out .  

i n  a s  an emergency measure. 

The storm a l s o  knocked a po r t ion  of  the roof o f f  t h e  Jack- 

pot  Motel  a t  Second S t r e e t  and Wyoming Avenue. 

North Las Vegas w a s  a l so  h i t  hard.  The e n t i r e  o ld  town 

sec t ion  of t he  community was darkened from the t i m e  the  s torm 

h i t  u n t i l  power was r e s t o r e d  a t  3:30  A. M. Sunday. 

and clubs along Main S t r e e t  were blacked out ,  

Casinos 

Also knocked ou t  was power i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r eas  between 

Five  Po in t s  and College Avenue and from Main S t r e e t  t o  t h e  

r a i l r o a d  t r acks .  

of the S t r i p  from t h e  Dunes Hotel  t o  the Hacienda Hotel. Power 

was a l s o  knocked o f f  i n  the area.bounded by Bonanza Road, High- 

land Avenue , Tonopah Avenue , and Charles  ton Boulevard. C r e w s  

f rom C a l i f o r n i a ,  Boulder C i ty  and o t h e r  a reas  were he lp ing  

the power company t o  r e s t o r e  power i n  the  Las Vegas area Sunday 

n igh t .  

Power was o f f  Sunday n igh t  on the west s i d e  

Se rv ice  w a s  expected t o  be back t o  normal by Tuesday. 
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Dozens of homes and bus inesses  i n  L a s  Vegas had roo f s  

ripped off and/or windows broken b y  the winds which had g u s t s  

up t o  an estimated 80 mph and h a i l s t o n e s  i n  some cases  as b i g  

as golf  b a l l s .  Trees were t o r n  down o r  had branches broken 

off  a l l  over town and h a i l  smashed windows of a u t o s ,  i nc lud ing  

p o l i c e  cars. 

Doors were torn o f f  Devine Storage and Moving Serv ice  a t  

418  West Mesquite, according t o  C i t y  Po l i c  Sgt.  Paul  Deweert. 

Twelve photographs of t h e  damage done by t h i s  s t o r m  were 
i n  t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the  on pages 1, 2, 10 and 1 2 .  
P i c t u r e s  numbered 1, 3 ,  7 ,  8,  9 and 10 were of s igns  t h a t  
had been damaged on the  S t r i p .  P i c t u r e s  numbered 2 and 6 
were of the damage done a t  the S ta rdus t  Drive-In Theatre .  
P i c t u r e s  numbered 4 and 5 were of uprooted trees. P i c t u r e  
number 11 w a s  of a damaged s i g n  a t  7 2 1  South Main S t ree t ,  
and p i c t u r e  number 1 2  was of. an  overturned trailer near  
t h e  Dunes H o t e l .  

Las Vegas Sun, March 10, 1962, 8 2 4 0 ,  Volume XI1 

Near tornadic  winds accompanied by r a i n  and snow whir led 

through southern Nevada on F r iday  (March 9) as one of the  f i e r c -  

es t  storms of the year damaged bu i ld ings ,  sna r l ed  t r a f f i c ,  

downed power l i n e s  and c u r t a i l e d  Atomic Energy Commission opera- 

t i o n s  f o r  a t i m e  a t  Yucca F l a t s  and Mercury. 

A spokesman from the  Atomic Energy Commission o f f i c e  i n  

Las Vegas s a i d  the re  was no r ea l  work stoppage a t  t h e  tes t  s i t e ,  

however,workers d r iv ing  t o  t h e i r  jobs  were delayed by the snow 

and winds, and f o r  a s h o r t  per iod  of t i m e ,  when the  storm was 

a t  i t s  peak, work w a s  slowed considerably.  The spokesman s a i d  

no roads i n  the area were c l o s e d ,  bu t  t r a f f i c  moved a t  a s n a i l ' s  

pace. 
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The high winds blew of f  t h e  roofs  of t w o  houses a t  2604 

Webster Street  and 2628 C a r r o l l  Street  i n  North Las Vegas. 

The Nevada Highway P a t r o l  s a i d  l a t e  Fr iday af ternoon,  

t h a t  a l l  roads were open and no ser ious  acc idents  w e r e  reported.  

Blowing dus t  i n  t h e  Jean a rea  had t r a f f i c  a t  a mean-s tands t i l l  

f o r  a t i m e , C t h  heavy snow f a l l i n g  on the mountain pass south 

of t he  S ta te  l i n e .  To the  no r th ,  heavy snow w a s  repor ted  be- 

tween Beat ty  and Tonopah, but the road w a s  never c losed.  

Snow was r epor t ed  i n  Las Vegas and surrounding a reas  i n  

the va l l ey .  

S t r i p ,  San Francisco Avenue, i n  downtown Las Vegas, and i n  

Snowflakes, mixed with rain,were reported on the  

North Las Vegas. 

spokesman f o r  the  Nevada Power Company. A t ruck  d r i v e r  f o r  

the  power cmpany repor ted  heavy snow a t  Indian Springs. H e  

s a i d  he couldn' t see the highway. 

There was no snow a t  Whitney according t o  a 

The near  60 m i l e  per  hour winds caused theeNevada Power 

Company some t roub le  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  North Las Vegas where numer- 

ous power l i n e s  had f a l l e n ,  

A photograph of some damage done by t h i s  s t o r m  w a s  on 
the  f r o n t  page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the sun. The p i c t u r e  
was of damage done t o  the roof of  the home a t  2616 Daly 
S t r e e t .  

Las  Vega's Sun, September 5 ,  1963, 8 3 4 4 ,  Volume XI11 

A sudden t h u d e r s t o r m  h i t  the  Las Vegas area Wednesday 

af te rnoon (September 4 )  , f looding s t r e e t s  and slowing t r a f f i c  

throughout the Ci ty .  

T r a f f i c  .$n one area w a s  blocked fo r  about 20 minutes when 
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the  Bonanza underpass was closed by t h e  deluge. Live power 

l i n e s  were repor ted  down i n  the Huntridge area. 

A t  5 P. M., the  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  had reached .80 of an  inch.  

The U.  S .  Weather Bureau a t  McCarran F i e l d  repor ted  t h a t  i t  

‘was the  h e a v i e s t  r a i n  f o r  a 24-hour pe r iod  s ince  November 6, 

1960, when .96 was recorded. 

Las Vegas Sun, September 6 ,  1963, #345, Volume XI11 

A photograph of t h e  f lood  cond i t ions  caused by t h e  thun- 
derstorm of Wednesday, September 4 ,  was on the  f r o n t  page 
of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the  &. The p i c t u r e  was of t h e  water 
running across  the i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Sahara Avenue and 
Jones Boulevard. 

Las  Vegas Sun, March 1 2 ,  1965, #252, Volume XV 

Up u n t i l  4:OO P. M. Thursday, March 11, -57 of an inch  

A few acc iden t s  w e r e  o f  r a i n  f e l l  on the Las Vegas Valley. 

r epor t ed ,  b u t  none of t hese  r e s u l t e d  i n  any se r ious  i n j u r i e s .  

Other than these acc iden t s ,  no o the r  damage w a s  repor ted .  

A photograph of t h i s  storm w a s  on t h e  f r o n t  page of t h i s  
e d i t i o n  of the sun. 
ton Boulevard. 

The p i c t u r e  was of water on Charles-  

L a s  Vegas Sun, A p r i l  4 ,  1965, #275, Volume XV 

A mass of thunderclouds were expected t o  h i t  Las  Vegas 

from the southeas t ,  Sunday, Apr i l  4 ,  s t r e t c h i n g  a r a i n y  s p e l l  

i n t o  i t s  f o u r t h  consecutive day. 

More than 40 au to  acc iden t s  - the  bulk of them helped by 

r a i n  s l i c k e d  roads - were repor ted  Saturday (Apri l  3) i n  Clark 

County, where an inch of r a i n  had f a l l e n  during the  week. 

Most- of the acc iden t s  involved no i n j u r i e s ,  b u t  a h a l f -  

dozen people were t r e a t e d  a t  h o s p i t a l s  a f t e r  car crashes .  A l l  
117 



t h e  crash victims were r e l eased  a f t e r  t reatment .  

F lood ing  posed a hazard t o  t r a f f i c  along Nel l i s  Boule- 

vard fo r  about a ha l f -mi le  on both sides of i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  

wi th  East Charleston Boulevard. The Clark County S h e r i f f ’ s  

Department reported t h e  water was over a f o o t  deep i n  spots  

on Ne l l i s .  

A spokesman f o r  the  Nevada Power Company s a i d  the  r a i n  

and wind had brought only minor damage t o  l ines  wi th  only one 

s h o r t  c i r c u i t  l a s t i n g  more than a few moments. 

u r e  was reported when a l i n e  shorted near  Pecos Road and the 

S a l t  Lake Highway. 

p a i r e d ,  however, 

Las Vegas Sun, A p r i l  7, 1965, #278 ,  Volume XV 

The power f a i l -  

The downed l i n e  was a l m o s t  immediately re- 

Rains t h a t  began on A p r i l  1, dumped 2.41 inches  of mois- 

ture over the Las Vegas V a l l e y  i n  f i v e  days. 

I n  the C i t y ,  most o f  t h e  r a i n  damage was centered  i n  the 

nor theas te rn  sec t ion  where s o f t  d i r t  shoulders were washed away 

and there were some r e p o r t s  of driveways destroyed.  

Nicholson, Ci ty  F i e l d  Engineer,  said r e p a i r  c o s t s  would be 

H a r o l d  

m i l d . ”  1 1  

No s p e c i f i c  damage w a s  repor ted  f o r  t he  area surrounding 

Las  Vegas. 

Las Vegas Sun, A p r i l  9,  1965, 9280, Volume XV 

The measure of r a i n  which f e l l  on t h e  Las  Vegas area Thurs- 

d a y ,  A p r i l  8 ,  was .6 of an inch which brought t h e  t o t a l  moisture  
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f o r  the  yea r  t o  2.5 inches.  

The r a i n  kep t  C i t y  and County road r e p a i r  crews busy 

Thursday, as rush ing  water i n  some areas washed out  roadbeds 

causing some minor cave-ins where storm channels have n o t  

been i n s t a l l e d  , according t o  county road o f f i c i a l s  . 
No s p e c i f i c  damage w a s  repor ted  i n  Las Vegas. 

Las  Vegas Sun, J u l y  19 ,  1965, f 1 9 ,  Volume X V I  

A sudden af te rnoon thundershower raised a l i t t l e  bit of 

havoc i n  the  L a s  Vegas area, Sunday af te rnoon (Ju ly  18), dark- 

ening s e v e r a l  S t rkp  h o t e l s  and br inging  on a rash  of minor 

t r a f f i c  acc iden t s .  

I n  Las Vegas proper i t  was much the  same s t o r y  as the  un- 

announced downpour made s t r e e t s  s l f c k  and obscured v is ion .  

Po l i ce  s a i d ,  

minutes of each o the r .  Two mixups occurred a t  the i n t e r s e c t i o n  

of Las Vegas Boulevard South and Charlescon Boulevard, nea r ly  

1 1  I n  a l l ,  t he re  were six acc idents  w i th in  a f e w  

simultaneously.  I! I n  a l l ,  however, no i n j u r i e s  t o  occupants 

w e r e  repor ted  i n  any of t he  c o l l i s i o n s .  

A t  Lake Mead, a sudden deluge, accompanied by winds up t o  

50 miles per hour r ipped  a po r t ion  of the  roof off the Marina 

and toppled f i v e  l i g h t  s tandards ,  t he  Ranger S ta t ion  a t  Boulder 

Beach repor ted .  

The Nevada Power Company repor ted  a 20 minute power outage 

i n  the S t r i p  area Sunday af ternoon (Ju ly  18) from Flamingo t o  

Desert Inn Road. The blackout  darkened casinos a t  the Flamingo, 

Sands and Desert Inn H o t e l s  i n  add i t ion  t o  other  businesses  i n  
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t he  immediate a r e a ,  o f f i c i a l s  s a id .  

Las Vegas Sun, Ju ly  31, 1966,  $130, Volume X V I I  

A severe  thundershower passed through L a s  Vegas Monday 

( J u l y  30) causing a f l u r r y  of mul t ip le  car  smash-ups, f lood-  

ing,  and widespread power f a i l u r e s .  

A power outage was reported i n  a wide a rea  bounded by 

Maryland Parkway and Boulder Highway and Sahara Avenue t o  the 

C i t y  of Henderson. 

t r a f f i c  s i g n a l s  were n o t  working. 

Some power l i n e s  were reported down and 

Hip deep water p i l e d  up on N e l l i s  Boulevard, n o r t h  of 

Lake Mead and along s c a t t e r e d  sec t ions  of Paradise Road. 

A s t o p  s ign  was knocked down by l i gh tn ing  a t  Wilber and 

Cambridge Streets and high winds c a r r i e d  huge p i l e s  of deb r i s  

from t h e  warehouse s e c t i o n  south of Sahara Avenue onto lawns 

along Milo Way. 

Two photographs of f lood  damage caused by t h i s  s torm were 
on page 1 and 3 r e spec t ive ly  of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of t he  Sun. 
The f i r s t  p i c t u r e  w a s  of water covering an u n i d e n t i f i e d  
L a s  Vegas S t r e e t .  The second p i c t u r e  was a l s o  of water 
covering an u n i d e n t i f i e d  Las Vegas S t r e e t .  

Las Vegas Sun, September 19,  1966, #SO, Volume X V I I  

There w a s  darkness a t  noon i n  Las Vegas and surrounding 

areas Sunday (September 18) when heavy r a i n s  and high winds 

r ipped through town, causing extensive damage and i n j u r i n g  

s e v e r a l  people. 

Trave l ing  i n  a nor theas t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  the unexpected 

storm skipped i t s  way across town, damaging whole blocks and 

leaving o t h e r s  v i r t u a l l y  untouched. Rain poured i n  some areas, 
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o the r s  repor ted  i t  bare ly  w e t  t he  ground. 

Hardest h i t  by the sudden storm were t h r e e  t r a i l e r  parks  

t o  the e a s t  of town. Residents of R iv ie ra  Vegas Mobile Home 

Park f o r  a d u l t s  and the ad jo in ing  family park on Palm Avenue 

were l i t e r a l l y  picking up the  p i eces  of two t ra i le rs  which 

were "d is in tegra ted"  i n  the wind. 

Whispering Sands Trailer Park,  d i r e c t l y  ac ross  the  s t reet ,  

repor ted  one tree f e l l e d .  

Miracle M i l e  Trailer Park on Boulder Highway repor t ed  

two t r a i l e r s  blown over, a roof blown away and a c a r  demolished. 

Firemen worked f o r  several hours t o  i n s t a l l  temporary 

t a rpau l in  roo f ing  on houses i n  t h e  2800 b lock  of Phoenix S t r e e t  

i n  Francisco Park,  one of t he  most ex tens ive ly  damaged r e s iden -  

t i a l  areas .  

Nevada Power Company t r i p l e d  i t s  r e p a i r  crew as r e p o r t s  

of f e l l e d  s t r u c t u r e s  and power outages poured i n  from var ious  

p a r t s  of town. Power was repor t ed  out  i n  wide areas f o r  as 

much as an hour.  Four crews were set  t o  work the n igh t  through 

repair ing seven power poles  i n  a row, toppled on Flamingo Road, 

east of Maryland Parkway. A spokesman descr ibed the  outages 

as l!minimal" f o r  the  amount of damage. 

T r a f f i c  acc idents  i n  the C i t y  and County continued t o  

mount a s  f looding  developed and pavement remained w e t .  The 

Las Vegas P o l i c e  Department r epor t ed  10 a u t o  acc idents ,  t h r e e  

with in ju r i e s ,  and the Highway P a t r o l  r epor t ed  fou r ,  t h ree  wi th  

i n j u r i e s .  One c o l l i s i o n ,  a t  E a s t  Charleston and Mojave involved 
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three c a r s .  

Lightning s t ruck  a power p o l e  i n  Henderson and two c a r s  

co l l i ded  a t  Boulder Highway and Lake Mead Boulevard, when a 

power f a i l u r e  shorted the s i g n a l  l i g h t .  Heavy h a i l  w a s  re- 

ported.  

The Weather Bureau a t  McCarran F i e l d  repor ted  twelve hun- 

dredths  of an inch of r a i n  and wind up t o  35 m i l e s  an hour. 

Four photographs of damage done by t h i s  s t o r m  were on 
pages 1 and 3 of  t h i s  edi-tion of the a. The f i r s t  
p i c t u r e  was of one of t he  demolished trailers i n  e a s t e r n  
Las  Vegas. P i c tu re s  numbers 2 and 4 were of damaged 
telephone poles ,  and p i c t u r e  number 3 was of the  damage 
done t o  the roof of the house on 3142 Vegas Val ley Drive. 

Las Vegas Sun, June 20, 1967, #352,  Volume X V I I  

Las Vegas was turned i n t o  a " L i t t l e  Venice" Monday (June 

19), when a cloud b u r s t  s t r u c k ,  causing a f l a s h  f l o o d  t h a t  

stranded shoppersand moto r i s t s  by the thousands and claimed 

the l i f e  of an 11 year-old boy. 

When asked how the f lood  s i t u a t i o n  w a s ,  Highway Department 

D i s t r i c t  Engineer Jack Parvin remarked, " W e  have a l o t  of 

f l o o d i s  and the  r e p o r t s  are j u s t  coming i n .  

n e l s  are flowing and t h i s  inc ludes  the  Flamingo Wash a r e a o  

We've got  a small r i v e r  around the  Bonanza Road and S t r i p  area 

and a t  Five Points.  I 1  

A l l  normal chan- 

Power poles  were toppled by the winds and l i g h t n i n g  and 

temporary outages were r epor t ed  throughout the day. The West 

Charleston a rea  reported a 34-minute power outage. Southern 

Nevada Memorial Hospi ta l ,  loca ted  i n  t h e  same area, s a i d  t h e  
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outage had n o t  a f f e c t e d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  b u t  i t s  a u x i l i a r y  power 

u n i t s  were i n  r ead iness .  

Employees a t  Caesar's Pa lace  were ordered t o  move the i r  

c a r s  when f lood  waters s t a r t e d  overflowing a nearby drainage 

d i t c h .  Elsewhere on t h e  S t r i p ,  park ing  l o t s  were repor ted  

flooded w i t h i n  minutes. 

Six photographs of t h i s  f l a s h  f lood  were on pages 1 and 
6 of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the  a. The f i r s t  th ree  p i c t u r e s  
were of water pouring i n t o  t h e  Charleston Underpass and 
of water covering streets i n  Las Vegas. P i c t u r e  number 
f o u r  w a s  of some c h i l d r e n  p l ay ing  i n  the  water i n  f r o n t  
of t h e  C i t y  Library.  The f i f t h  p i c t u r e  was of t he  
a t tempts  t o  r e v i v e  the boy who drowned while playing i n  
the  water. 
t r y i n g  t o  keep t h e  d r a i n s  open a t  the Charleston Under- 
pass .  

The s ix th  p i c t u r e  w a s  o f  Doug Ponn who was 

Las Vegas Sun, June '2.1, 1967, #353.,. Volume XVII 

More than  100 crewmen worked on C l a r k  County roads and 

streets Tuesday (June ZO), mopping up mud and debr i s  churned 

up by a sudden storm on Monday (June 19) .  

very w e l l , "  s a i d  Richard Sauer,  D i r e c t o r  of Public  Works f o r  

t h e  City of Las  Vegas. 

Bonanza Road was washed out nea r  Vegas Wash, b u t  t h a t  t r a f f i c  

"We came out of  i t  

Sauer s a i d  a 30-foot long sec t ion  of 

was flowing normally i n  t h a t  area. 

The Di rec to r  of County Pub l i c  Works , George Monahan, s a id  

50 men had been c l ean ing  up county roads.  H e  s a i d  m o s t  of 

t h e  work e n t a i l e d  f i l l i n g  i n  washed-out road shoulders and 

c leaning  up mud and debris. 

Las Vegas Sun, July 1 6 ,  1967, #13, Volume X V I I I  

A w a l l  of water t r i gge red  by a heavy r a i n  and h a i l  
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cascaded down M t .  Charleston Saturday morning (July 151, 

gouging o u t  l a r g e  chunks of pavement and reportedly t rapping 

seve ra l  motor i s t s .  

Both the  S h e r i f f ' s  Of f i ce  and the Highway P a t r o l  immed- 

i a t e l y  c losed the  area t o  moto r i s t s ,  e s t ab l i sh ing  roadblocks 

a t  the Tonopah Highway and S ta te  Routes 32 and 52. Although 

the  S h e r i f f ' s  Off ice  l a t e r  reported the Lee Canyon and Deer 

Creek Roads open, they dispatched severa l  four-wheel-drive 

u n i t s  t o  the  area t o  a s s i s t  motor i s t s  and check road condi- 

t i o n s  . 
While telephone l i n e s  t o  the U.  S .  Fo res t  Service S t a t i o n  

i n  the area were down, Deputy Calvin Ruesch of the S h e r i f f ' s  

M t .  Charleston Sub-s ta t ion  repor ted  heavy r a i n  and one and one- 

ha l f  inches of h a i l  had f a l l e n  i n  a sho r t  t i m e  Saturday morning. 

According t o  Ruesch, the deluge which s t a r t e d  i n  the K y l e  Canyon 

area around 8 : O O  A. M. n e a r l y  trapped t h e  deputy i n  the  Deer 

Creek area. 

r e s i d e n t s  unharmed, severe  road damage was reported f u r t h e r  

clown the road  and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the Lees Canyon area. 

Las Vegas Sun, August 7 ,  1967, # 3 4 ,  Volume X V I I I  

While damage i n  the  Kyle Canyon area was l i g h t  and 

A sudden ra ins torm h i t  the Las Vegas area on Monday, August 

7 .  It c losed  underpasses,  f looded s t r e e t s ,  and crea ted  a muddy, 

rockstrewn havoc on a ci tywide basis. 

A capsule  ske tch  of  t h e  i n i t i a l  f lood damage from the  Las  

Vegas Po l i ce  Department revea led  ' I . .  .Flooding a l l  over w i th  

14th and 25th S t ree ts  caved i n  and p r a c t i c a l l y  impassable, 
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Bonanza Road, p r e s e n t l y  under cons t ruc t ion ,  and 14th  S t r e e t  

are loaded wi th  boulders  and m o t o r i s t s  are mired down and 

s t a l l e d  a l l  over t h e  place.  1 1  

i n g  Y 

area 

w i t h  

Across the  C i t y ,  the Nevada Highway P a t r o l  r e p o r t e d  f lood-  

but  no acc iden t s  and l i t t l e  proper ty  damage. Much of the 

covered by t h e  p a t r o l  was however, repor ted  under water 

heavy f looding  expected. 

The Clark County S h e r i f f ' s  Of f i ce  repor ted  Nellis Boule- 

va rd ,  near  Charleston Boulevard, impassable f o r  a wh i l e ,  bu t  

r a p i d l y  c l ea r ing .  

The b igges t  problem faced North L a s  Vegas, which h e l d  i t s  

b r e a t h  wa i t ing  f o r  t h e  f lood waters t o  pour through i t s  area. 

I 1  One po l i ce  o f f i c e r  s a i d ,  Bonanza i s  r e a l l y  running and when 

that water h i t s  n o r t h  of town, t h e y ' l l  real ly  have t h e i r  hands 

full." 

r epor t ed  being f looded out ,  with water bcmper deep around cars 

.The Skyview Trailer Park i n  North Las Vegas a l r eady  

and running i n t o  trailer houses. 

s ive . 
Damages were s a i d  t o  be exten- 

With the  f i r s t  downpour, the  Charleston-Main underpass 

began f looding  and was immediately bar r icaded  by p o l i c e  and 

Highway Department workers. 

Three photographs of the  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  storm were on 
page 1 and 6 of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of t he  a. 
t u r e  w a s  of c h i l d r e n  playing i n  the  water near  one of the 
underpasses. 
water on a downtown s t reet .  
was of an employee of the  Highway Department emptying 
one of h i s  boots  of water. 

The f i r s t  pic-  

The second was of a t ruck  plowing through 
The t h i r d  p i c t u r e  (page 6 )  
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L a s  Vegas Sun, August 9 ,  1967,  #36, Volume X V I I I  

Las Vegas w a s  h i t  by two storms Tuesday n i g h t  (August 8) 

.which bore i n  from the south and covered a 50-square-mile 

area. 

Damage was estimated i n  the  hundreds of thousands o f  dol-  

lars a f t e r  the  storms p a s s e d ,  a t  8:OO P. M. No s e c t i o n  of t he  

C i t y  escaped 

flooded f o r  m i l e s  i n  hip-deep water. 

the  powerful deluge and low ly ing  areas were 

The Showboat Hotel on Boulder Highway was forced  t o  c l o s e  

i t s  cas ino ,  r e s t a u r a n t  and showroom when muddy f loodwaters  

invaded through the  k i tchen  doors ,  passed c l e a r  through t h e  

l a r g e  bu i ld ing ,  and ex i ted  through the  f r o n t  doors. 

Sunr i se  H o s p i t a l  i n  Paradise  Val ley switched t o  a u x i l i a r y  

power u n i t s  when the  e l e c t r i c i t y  f a i l e d .  

w a s  crowded with t r a f f i c  v ic t ims  and persons c u t  by f l y i n g  

g l a s s  when ga le- force  winds r ipped  out windows. 

The emergency room 

A t  Caesar's Palace on the  S t r i p ,  a casino boss  s a i d  t h e  

I ?  1 1  water w a s  deep enough i n  the  f r o n t  of the h o t e l  t o  s w i m  i n .  

No drownings were r epor t ed  i n  the  C i t y ,  b u t  s e v e r a l  per-  

sons,  inc luding  ch i ld ren ,  had narrow escapes a f te r  be ing  swept 

i n t o  streets t h a t  had become rampaging r i v e r s .  Many of t h e  

newly c rea t ed  r i v e r s  c a r r i e d  l a r g e  boulders ,  g rave l ,  and s i l t  

i n t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  and business  d i s t r i c t s .  

Accompanied by l i gh tn ing  and thunder, t h e  storms dumped 

about a h a l f  inch of r a i n  on Las  Vegas during h e  40 minutes 

they took t o  pass  through the  bowl shape of Las  Vegas V a l l e y .  
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T r a f f i c  acc iden t s  soared  as wet brakes f a i l e d  t o  s t o p  

c a r s .  No major c rashes  were repor ted ,  bu t  scores of persons 

.were t r e a t e d  i n  h o s p i t a l  emergency rooms f o r  cu ts  and b r u i s e s  

i n  minor acc iden t s  throughout the  Las Vegas area. 

A t  t h e  Manor House Co lon ia l  F u r n i t u r e  S tore ,  1616 East 

Lake Mead Boulevard l i g h t n i n g  s t ruck  a n  a i r  conditioning u n i t ,  

knocking i t  from the  roo f .  Heavy f looding  was reported i n s i d e  

the bu i ld ing .  

eral  thousand d o l l a r s .  

Store o f f i c i a l s  said damage would run i n t o  sev- 

Civic Center Drive and Lake Mead Boulevard were under two 

f e e t  of water as were P a r a d i s e  and Flamingo Roads, Desert Inn 

and Maryland Parkway, and most .of Boulder Highway from Hender- 

son t o  Fremont Street. 

Power outages were r e p o r t e d  throughout the City f o r  s eve ra l  

hour s .  "This i s  t h e  worst  s torm we've had t h i s  year as f a r  as 

t h e  Nevada Power Company i s  concerned," s a i d  a dog-t i red r e p a i r  

c h i e f .  All extra crews were c a l l e d  back t o  work to  r e s t o r e  

power and l i g h t s .  Most were on the j o b  throughout the n igh t .  

Te lev is ion  s t a t i o n s  i n  Las  Vegas were of f  the a i r  i n t e r -  

m i t t e n t l y  due t o  power f a i l u r e  and both  newspapers repor ted  

power outages f o r  s h o r t  pe r iods .  

a F r  two hours .  

KSHO (Channel 13) was off  the 

Along t h e  600 and 700 blocks of North 14th S t ree t ,  a heavy 

r e t a i n i n g  w a l l  crumbled under the s t r a i n  of tons of w a t e r  and 

w e t  sand, sending l a n d s l i d e s  i n t o  back yards .  A t  15th and 
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Sahara water 'was repor ted  over t h e  curbs and cr,eeping i n t o  

houses 

Strangely ,  Mount Charleston repor ted  no Canyon f looding,  

passable  road condi t ions  and only minor r a i n f a l l .  

Three photographs of the r e s u l t s  of t h i s  storm were on 
pages 1 and 2 of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the Sun. The f i r s t  
p i c t u r e  w a s  of a busy i n t e r s e c t i o n  i n  L a s  Vegas which 
was covered by water. The second was o f  a s t a l l e d  ca r  
on Bonanza and 15th  Streets .  The t h i r d  p i c t u r e  was a 
s t reet  which w a s  covered w i t h  water somewhere i n  Las  
Vegas. 

- 

Las Vegas Sun, August 10,  1967,  # 3 7 ,  Volume X V I I I  

Damage estimates from Tuesday, (August 8) , rainstorm and 

f lood soared i n t o  t h e  mi l l i ons  of d o l l a r s  as Las Vegans dug 

out from what most o f f i c i a l s  agreed was the hardest  h i t t i n g  

storm s o  f a r  t h a t  y e a r .  

Hundreds of homes and apartments i n  low-lying areas, 

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  e a s t e r n  po r t ions  of the C i t y ,  were l e f t  with 

l aye r s  of s i l t  and mud when f lood  waters receded. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  homes and garages,  many cars  were inundated 

w h i l e  parked on s t reets  t h a t  became rapid-flow spil lways a t  

the h e i g h t  of t he  storm during ear ly  evening hours. 

Vic tor  Uehling, deputy d i r e c t o r  of publ ic  works i n  Las  

Vegas, s a i d  the  ent i re  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of the C i t y ,  from Oakey 

t o  Bonanza Road, was e s p e c i a l l y  hard  h i t  because of downhill 

t e r r a i n .  

Owens Avenue east of  Pecos Road, and a small sec t ion  of 

Lamb Boulevard, between Owens and Bonanza, was washed out ,  

Uehling repor ted .  
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A l l  t r a f f i c  s i g n a l s  i n  the C i t y  malfunctioned a t  one 

t i m e  o r  ano the r  during the  storm, Uehling said,  adding t h a t  

f i v e  s e p a r a t e  t r a f f i c  s i g n a l  c i r c u i t s  were s t i l l  out  Wednes- 

day a f t e rnoon  (August 9).  

Gordon Brockway, Deputy County Engineer , repor ted  h a l f  

of Sahara Avenue washed out f o r  approximately 100 feet  a t  Sand 

H i 1 1  Road. H e  a l s o  s a i d  County crews were scrap ing  p i l e d  up 

d e b r i s  and mud from many i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a long Sahara,  

P a r a d i s e  Road and Maryland Parkway. 

Winterwood Golf Course on Lamb Boulevard was repor t ed  i n -  

undated w i t h  mud and debr i s .  Two normally d ry  washes through 

t h e  18-hole course overf.lowed t h e i r  banks and spread t h i c k  l a y -  

ers of s T l t  throughout t he  surrounding area, o f f i c i a l s  s a i d .  

Four photographs of  some damage done by t h i s  f l a s h  f lood  
were on pages 1, 2, 5 and 6 of  t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the  sun. 
The f i r s t  p i c t u r e  was of a s t a l l e d  car on Nel l is  Boule- 
vard and K e l l  Lane. The second was of t h e  clean-up oper-  
a t i o n  i n s i d e  the  Showboat Hotel. The t h i r d  was of t h e  
Winterwood Golf  Course which was p a r t i a l l y  covered wi th  
water and the fou r th  p i c t u r e  was of a demolished gas sta- 
t i o n  a t  Paradise  and Twain. 

L a s  Vegas Sun, Aupust 20, 1967, #47, Volume X V I I I  

A v i o l e n t  h a i l  and r a t n  s t o r m  caused f l a s h  f looding  t h a t  

c a r r i e d  tons  of rock and g rave l  onto U. S .  Highway 95, between 

Las  Vegas and Searchl ight  Saturday (August 19) , f o r c i n g  t h e  

highway t'o c l o s e  four  hours beginning a t  5:30 P. M. 

Winds during the  f r eak  storm, .15 m i l e s  n o r t h  of S e a r c h l i g h t ,  

reached gale force .  Hai l s tones  the s i z e  of h a l f - d o l l a r s  f e l l  

and rain-lmeasured c lose  t o  an inch i n  22 minutes as t h e  
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s t o r m  t r a v e l l e d  toward the McCullough Mountains west of the 

highway and d i s s ipa t ed .  

Emergency highway crews , s t a t i o n e d  i n  Searchl ight  , w e r e  

c a l l e d  t o  remove l a rge  boulders,  g rave l  and sand washed onto 

the  highway f r o m  higher  ground. 

Las Vegas Sun, September 6 ,  1967,  #44, Volume X V I I I  

S ta te  Highway Department crews worked overtime Tuesday 

(September 5) , cleaning and r e p a i r i n g  roads  damaged by f looding 

i n  Southern Nevada. 

Many Las Vegans stopped over i n  Lathrop Wells and Beatty 

when f l o o d  waters r ipped chunks ou t  of t h e  Tonopah Highway, 

l a te  Monday (September 4 ) .  

Severa l  roads were closed,  b u t  t h e r e  were no r e p o r t s  of 

proper ty  damage or  missing c a r s .  

expected t o  be d r i ed  out by sunshine. 

Remaining pools of water were 

Storm-bred f lood  waters washed o u t  M t .  Charleston Road, 

S ta te  Route 39, i n  two places  according t o  Beryl Totman, Main- 

tenance Superintendent.  One 300-foot s e c t i o n  of pavement was 

to rn  out  and deep c u t s  along the  road  w e r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  deb r i s .  

State  Route 16 ,  south of Johnnie toward Pahrump, was wash- 

ed out  f o r  about 100 f e e t .  

The heavy downpour s e n t  four  f e e t  of water s w i r l i n g  across  

the Tonopah Highway near Cactus Springs,  about 60 m i l e s  nor th  

of Las  Vegas. 

Paradise  Road was a l s o  awash as water from mountain s torms 

swept toward Las Vegas. Water gushed a c r o s s  the road between 
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Flamingo and Tropicana Roads. 

The C la rk  County Road Department repor ted  extensive dam- 

The road was descr ibed  as bare ly  age on Blue Diamond Road. 

passable i n  spo t s .  

Las Vegas Sun, September 7 ,  1967, f 6 5 ,  Volume X V I I I  

A powerful thunderstorm b e l t e d  the  S t r i p ,  downtown, Char- 

l e s t o n  Heights and Red Rock on Wednesday, September 6. 

Winds of 35 miles pe r  hour preceded t h e  r a in  and r a i s e d  

clouds of d u s t  t h a t  caused v i s i b i l i t y  b lackouts  over l a r g e  

a reas .  Two minor t r a f f i c  acc iden t s  were r epor t ed  on the S t r i p  

caused by dus t  followed by r a i n  which s l i c k e d  t h e  s t reet .  

The storm was c r e a t e d  l o c a l l y  by hot  a i r  r i s i n g ,  cool ing,  

and condensing i t s  mois ture  i n t o  rain ' .  The storm missed s c a t -  

tered po r t ions  of  t he  Las Vegas Val ley,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  around 

East Las Vegas; Henderson and Boulder C i ty  r epor t ed  no r a i n  a t  

a l l .  The storm moved n o r t h  t o  south ,  across  the extreme west- 

e r n  por t ion  of t he  C i t y  and t h e  Spr ing  Mountain Range. 

d i s s ipa t ed  n o r t h  of Las Vegas, almost a s  qu ick ly  as i t  came up. 

The deluge f e l l  on t h e  Red Rock area f o r  one hour and f o r t y  

It 

minutes. 

The Weather Bureau a t  McCarran recorded three hundredths 

of an inch of r a i n ,  bu t  s a i d  the  downpour was much heavier  i n  

Charleston Heights  and t h e  d e s e r t  beyond. 

Heavy runoff  from upper areas began immediately and crea-  

ted r u s h k g  r i v e r s  a l o n g  such major east-west thoroughfares as. 

Charles ton,  Oakey , Sahara and Flamingo Roads. 
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L a s  Vegas Pol ice  Department reported r a i l r o a d  under- 

passes and low-lying s t r ee t  i n t e r sec t ions  clear wi th  no flood- 

ing anywhere wi th  the exception of Bromley and Michael Way 

where a hip-deep lake was created by runoff a f t e r  the  r a i n s  

had stopped. 

had no r epor t s  of damage o r  f looding with the except ion of 

Flamingo Road, which was blocked off  and closed between t h e  

S t r i p  and Paradise  Road f o r  a b r i e f  per iod a f t e r  the  storm 

abated because of flooding. 

Las Vegas Sun, J u l y  30, 1968, #30, Volume XIX 

The Clark County S h e r i f f ' s  Off ice  also s a i d  i t  

While Monday's (July 29) r a i n f a l l  only measured .08 inch 

a t  McCarran Airpor t ,  i t  b r i e f l y  turned severa l  C i ty  and County 

roads i n t o  streams - not  t o  mention a f l a s h  f lood  a t  M t .  Char- 

les ton .  

While minor f looding was repor ted  a t  Maryland Parkway and 

Desert Inn Road, the S h e r i f f ' s  Off ice  s a i d  the run-off was 

r ap id  and the area passable.  

some flooding as deput ies  were handling c a l l s  of ch i ld ren  s w i m -  

ming i n  d i t ches  and deep water. 

Tropicana Road a l s o  experienced 

On M t .  Charleston,  a downpour s t a r t e d  around 9:30 A. M . ,  

and continued through the af ternoon,  s lacking o f f  around 3:OO 

P ,  M . ,  according to  deputies.  Although a f l a s h  f lood knocked 

out  the road to  the  Mary Jane F a l l s  Campground, a l l  o ther  M t .  

Charleston roads were reported i n  good condition. 

I n  Las Vegas, Highland Avenue, both a t  Lake Mead Boulevard 

and I n d u s t r i a l  Road, turned i n t o  a knee or fender deep pond. 
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Three o t h e r  Ci ty  areas covered by water were Charleston and 

Decatur Boulevards and Washington Avenue. 

Both the Las Vegas Po l i ce  Department and Nevada Highway 

P a t r o l  s a y  no flood damage ca l l s  were received. 

A photograph of t h e  r e s u l t  of t h i s  storm7rJas on the  
f r o n t  page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the - Sun. 
of the water which covered a p o r t i o n  of I n d u s t r i a l  Road. 

The p i c t u r e  was 

Las Vegas Sun,  January 25, 1969 

Rainstorms pounding Southern Nevada yesterday washed out 

roads and bu r i ed  several veh ic l e s  i n  d e s e r t  mud s l i d i n g  down 

from t h e  mountains. 

No fa ta l i t i es  were r epor t ed ,  b u t  area h o s p i t a l s  t r e a t e d  

scores  of persons f o r  i n ju r i e s  s u f f e r e d  i n  more than 100 t r a f -  

f i c  accFdents s ince  t h e  storm a r r i v e d  Friday.  
1 1  

Law enforcement o f f i c i a l s  s a i d  most acc idents  were fen- 

11 der  benders.  

U. S .  95 North was c losed  near  Lathrop Wells. Nevada 

Highway patrolmen s a i d  six feet  of water covered a m i l e  o r  

more of washed out roadway i n  the  area. 

The highway leading  t o  the  Mount Charleston r e s o r t  area 

45 miles northwest of h e r e  w a s  washed ou t  a t  var ious poin ts .  

The Weather Bureau r epor t ed  18 inches of snow on M t .  Charles- 

ton and more f a l l i n g .  

A Clark  County s h e r i f f ' s  deputy w a s  h o s p i t a l i z e d  when a 

wave of water swept  h i s  v e h i c l e  o f f  t h e  Charleston Road and 

t h e  ca r  over turned. 

Seventeen people, i nc lud ing  e i g h t  Boy Scouts,  were res- 

cued by h e l i c o p t e r s  dur ing  th.e day. 
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S h e r i f f ' s  deput ies  s a i d  s e v e r a l  ca r s  were buried i n  mud 

and water, but  the  occupants escaped and .were later rescued. 

The Boy Scouts were i n  Red Rock Canyon when roads wash- 

ed away. Hel icopters  from Hughes Tool Company rescued motor- 

i s t s  s t randed on mud i s l a n d s  surrounded by swi r l ing  brown wa- 

ters.  "The f lood waters genera l ly  are following the  channels 

of n a t u r a l  d e s e r t  washes, which i n  many cases cross secondary 

roads i n  t h e  county," explained S h e r i f f ' s  deput ies .  

Some i n t e r s e c t i o n s  east of t he  g l i t t e r i n g  S t r i p  h o t e l s  

'were closed along Flamingo Road, Paradise  Valley Road, N e l l i s  

Boulevard, and Tropicana Avenue. 

Some r e s i d e n t i a l  s treets were flooded from curb t o  curb. 

Winterwood r e s i d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  a rowboat f l o a t i n g  down a 

s t reet .  

Nellis  A i r  Force Base dispatched men and equipment t o  

t h e  Winterwood s e c t i o n  t o  sandbag the  area a g a i n s t  rampaging 

f lood  waters  . 
Nevada Highway Department crews stood by t o  set  up b a r r i -  

cades on flooded streets.  

t o  warn moto r i s t s  of washouts. 

A spokesman s a i d  30 men were ready 

Most roads l ead ing  ou t  of Las  Vegas i n t o  C a l i f o r n i a ,  A r i -  

zona and Utah were open. However, chains  were requi red  a t  

F l a g s t a f f ,  Arizona, on U. S .  66 and mud s l i d e s  snar led  t r a f f i c  

near  Cedar C i t y ,  Utah. 

The Weather Bureau said r a i n  and winds a r e  expected t o  

move out of Southern Nevada la te  ton ight .  The storm i s  p a r t  
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of  a huge low pressure system engulfing Southern C a l i f o r n i a  

and moving in land .  

S ince  t h e  r a i n  began, McCarran Airpor t  measured .64 o f  

an inch.  

usua l  wi th  a c e i l i n g  of 4,000 f e e t .  

A i r  t r a f f i c  is moving i n  and out  of t h e  area as 

Forecas t s  c a l l  f o r  a quar te r  t o  h a l f  inch more r a i n  be- 

f o r e  t h e  .storm c l e a r s  out .  

inches i n  L a s  Vegas, almost three times more than normal 

r a i n f a l l  f o r  t he  month. 

January r a i n s  have dumped 1 . 3  

Las Vegas Sun, June 18, 1969, #353, Volume X I X  

A photograph of what had happened on Mojave Road a f t e r  
a heavy rainstorm was on the f r o n t  page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  
of t h e  Sun. 
Mojave Road. 

The p i c t u r e  was of t he  water covering 

Las Vegas Sun, September 13, 1969, #75, Volume XX 

Heavy rains pushed by P a c i f i c  coas t  t r o p i c a l  storms h i t  

Southern Nevada la te  Friday (September 1 2 j  and s e n t  tons of 

water cascading down from t h e  mountain ranges surrounding 

Las Vegas, i n s t a n t l y  converting the  south end of town inc lud-  

ing the  S t r i p ,  i n t o  a jumble of water soaked v e h i c l e s ,  mud 

and people. 

Conservative damage est imates  were i n  excess of a quar- 

t e r  of a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  

A second spi l lway t o  the  north of Las  Vegas a l s o  f i l l e d  

over f lood ing  Decatur Avenue, Highland Avenue, and a number 

of freeway underpasses and l i t e r a l l y  making an i s l a n d  o u t  of 

Western High School . 
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But by f a r  the hardes t  h i t  a r ea  was property bordering 

the  south spi l lway from Caesars Palace parking l o t  t o  the 

d e s e r t  south of Koval Lane. The flooded a r e a  included Spring 

Mountain Road, Maryland Parkway, and south to  Eas te rn  Avenue. 

Two major golf  courses ,  the Sahara-Nevada Country Club 

and the  County-owned Winterwood, were a l s o  hard h i t  w i th  mud, 

water and debr i s .  

L i t e r a l l y  hundreds of vehicles  su f fe red  ex tens ive  water 

damage with many considered a t o t a l  loss. More than a dozen 

automobiles were swept from the  Caesars Palace parking l o t  

i n t o  the spi l lway,  under the br idge c ros s ing  the S t r i p ,  where 

they jammed up causing a crude dam t h a t  forced  the  water  s t i l l  

h igher .  One vehic le  was washed i n t o  a motel ad jacen t  t o  the  

Flamingo Hotel. 

Bob Perkins ,  Clark County road department super in tendent ,  

s a i d  he had h i s  f u l l  crew on the  job  p lac ing  every a v a i l a b l e  

road b a r r i e r  i n  s u i t a b l e  loca t ions .  Perkins  s a i d  t h e  road 

department was forced t o  c l o s e  down Sahara Avenue, from Boulder 

Highway t o  Lamb Boulevard; Lamb Boulevard, from Sahara Avenue 

t o  East Charles ton Bo:-levard , Eastern Avenue, Maryland Parkway, 

Highland Avenue , and Decatur Boulevard. 

A r a sh  of so-ca l led  fender-bender acc iden t s  kep t  l o c a l  

t r a f f i c  d ivers ions  and the  Nevada Highway P a t r o l  busy, bu t  no 

se r lous  acc idents  were reported.  

Three photographs of the  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  f l a s h  f lood  were 
on pages 1 and 6 of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the  a. The f i r s t  
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p i c t u r e  was of a s t a l l ed  c a r  i n  f r o n t  of Western High 
School. 
b r idge  which crossed the  S t r l p  near Caesars Palace. 
The th i rd  p i c t u r e  w a s  of a bul ldozer  attempting t o  
push s t randed  automobiles o u t  of t he  way of s t i l l  r is-  
ing water. 

The second was of water rush ing  under a 

Las Vegas Sun, August 5 ,  1970,  # 3 6 ,  Volume XXI 

A 12-hour deluge dumped n e a r l y  an inch  of r a i n  on Las  

Vegas Tuesday (August 4 ) ,  f lood ing  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  and mak- 

ing some ou t ly ing  highways impassable. 

Nearly two f e e t  of r a i n  water c o l l e c t e d  i n  many C i t y  

s t r e e t s  slowing t r a f f i c  t o  a nea r  h a l t .  The U .  S .  Weather 

Bureau r epor t ed  -89 inch of r a i n  had f a l l e n  by noon Tues- 

day. 

By 2: 00 P.M. Tuesday, t h e  C i t y ' s  overworked drainage 

system was beginning t o  ca t ch  up wi th  t h e  near flood con- 

d i t i o n s  and t r a f f i c  w a s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  normal. 

Nevada Highway P a t r o l  o f f i c i a l s  r epor t ed  the  road t o  

Searchl ight ,  Nevada, was i r  extremely dangerous." The road 

reopened a t  11:OO A.M. af ter  b e i n g  blocked f o r  near ly  12 

hours . 
Severa l  Clark County streets su f fe red  heav i ly  during 

the  morning r a i n s .  The i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a t  Desert Inn and 

Eastern,  Pecos and Owens, Ne l l i s  and Munson and. Pa t r i ck  

and Bruce were a l l  f looded,  d e p u t i e s  said. 

A photograph of a r e s u l t  of t h i s  heavy r a i n  was on 
the f r o n t  page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the  sun. 
t u r e  was of the water cover ing  the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of 
A l t a  and Shadow Lanes. 

The p i c -  

Las Vegas Sun, August 15, 1970,  4/46, Volume XXI 

E l e c t r i c a l  f i r e s  spark led  around Las Vegas and envi- 
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rons F r i d a y  n igh t  (August 14) as an extensive s t o r m  f r o n t  

pushed ac ross  southern Nevada, dropping power l i n e s  and 

trees and .wreaking havoc wi th  t r a f f i c  i n  many areas .  

Heavy r a i n s  moving i n  behind t h e  ga l e - l ike  winds forced 

c losure  of  U. S .  Highway 95, j u s t  south of  Indian Springs,  

as over two f e e t  of water .washed over the road. 

There was no assessment of damage t o  the  roadway o r  

other  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  the  I n d i a n  Springs area nor th  of Las  

Vegas. 

had been h a l t e d  and t h e r e  were no known c a s u a l t i e s  from the 

heavy runoff .  

A s h e r i f f ' s  department spokesman s a i d  a l l  t r a f f i c  

The U. S .  Weather Department repor ted  the  winds peaked 

a t  58 miles per hour between 8 : 4 0  and 8:55 P.M. a t  t h e i r  

McCarran F t e l d  S t a t i o n .  

A s  many as 15 t o  20 power l i n e s  were repor ted  down a t  

one t i m e  i n  Las Vegas as t h e  storm headed i n t o  i t s  second 

hour. Severa l  e l e c t r i c a l  f i r e s  from downed and crossed wires 

'were r epor t ed ,  as w e l l  as some t ransformers  burning out .  All 

f i r e  departments i n  t h e  area repor t ed  answering numerous such 

c a l l s ,  bu t  t he re  were no major f i r e s .  

Major power outages were r epor t ed  along the e a s t  s i d e  a t  

the  Tropicana Shopping Cen te r ,  numerous t r a f  f i c  l i g h t s  were 

out and t r a f f i c  sna r l ed  i n  t h e  area. Live power l i n e s  were 

reported f l y i n g  loose  i n  t h e  .wind along Paradise  Road. 

Lights from Flamingo t o  Pa rad i se  were out .  

North Las  Vegas r e p o r t e d  "a l o t  of wires and trees down, I t  

but  no i n j u r i e s  o r  ex tens ive  darnage. 
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Henderson r epor t ed  l i g h t s  out and alarms going o f f ;  and 

r e l a y e d  informat ion  t h a t  t r a v e l  on the  Boulder Highway .was 

extremely hazardous with a l o t  of dust  and debr i s  choking the  

roadway near  Pit tman. 

The storm a l s o  brushed Boulder Ci ty ,  but t he re  was no 

damage r epor t ed  the re .  

L a s  Vegas Sun, August 27 ,  1970, 1/58, Volume 

Numerous b r i e f  thundershowers dumped nea r ly  an inch  Of 

r a i n  on L a s  Vegas Wednesday, August 26, f looding i n t e r s e c t i o n s  

and caus ing  momentary power and phone outages. 

The r a ins to rm drenched some por t ions  of t h e  C i t y  and l e f t  

o t h e r s  w i t h  p a r t s  completely dry. 

S t a t i o n  a t  McCarran Airpor t  recorded zero r a i n f a l l  a t  5:OO P. M. 

b u t  t o u r i s t s  and l o c a l s  a l i k e  were drenched along the  S t r i p  

and i n  Casino Center .  

The U. S. Weather Bureau 

Local lawmen repor ted  seve ra l  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  i n  the  County 

were f looded,  i n c l u d i n g  Tropicana Avenue a t  Paradise  Road and 

Mojave Avenue, a t  Desert Inn Road. T r a f f i c  on Charleston 

Boulevard and Bonanza Road was slowed t o  a near s t a n d s t i l l  as 

a u t o s  inched through flooded drainage canals .  

Severa l  power outages were repor ted  throughout t he  County, 

b u t  they were r e s t o r e d  wi th in  minutes,  

A photograph of a r e s u l t  of t h i s  storm was on the f r o n t  
page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the &I. 
f l d e d  5 -po in t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  on South Main S t r e e t .  

The p i c t u r e  w a s  of the 

L a s  Vegas. Sun, August 10 ,  1971,  #41, Volume XXII 

More than 5,000 Ci ty  street l i g h t s  were knocked out  and 
139 



a t  l e a s t  33 t r a f f i c  s igna l s  were a f f ec t ed  b y  the e l e c t r i c a l  

s t o r m  which h i t  L a s  Vegas Sunday night  , Augus t 8. 

C i t y  T r a f f i c  Engineer A 1  Boss i  s a id  t h a t  t he  m a j o r  damage 

t o  the  t r a f f i c  s i g n a l  sys tem came when t h e  master t r a f f i c  com- 

puter  c o n t r o l  w a s  inundated by water and "shorted out.  I f  Loca- 

t ed  a t  the  s i t e  of the cons t ruc t ion  of t he  new c i t y  h a l l  a t  

Stewart  and Las Vegas Boulevard North, t he  computer system 

was damaged when d i r t  p i l e d  a t  the cons t ruc t ion  s i t e  funneled 

the water i n t o  i t .  

No o the r  damage was reported.  

Las Vegas Sun, August 15, 1971,  1/46, Volume 

A sudden thundershower l a t e  Saturday af te rnoon poured i t -  

self out  on the lower s l o p e s  of M t .  Charleston,  f looding  roads 

i n  the w e s t e r n  p a r t  of the  Las Vegas a rea  and temporarily i s o -  

l a t i n g  the  Blue Diamond community. 

Las  Vegas i t s e l f  w a s  h i t  only i n  i s o l a t e d  areas, high 

winds caused a t  least  one i n j u r y  and caused a c a n c e l l a t i o n  of 

a play day a t  the  North Las Vegas Horseman's Park Arena. 

While co rnun i t i e s  on M t .  Charleston were n o t  themselves 

badly h i t  b y  the showers, Route 39 was covered with water and 

mud between Tonopah Highway and Kyle Canyon. 

Blue Diamond w a s  i s o l a t e d  f o r  two t o  t h r e e  hours a f t e r  

water f i l l e d  the wash between the  community and West Charleston;  

West Charleston was also covered between Blue Diamond and Las 

Vegas. Flooding .was a l s o  repor ted  on Cheyenne Road. 
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Since the  U .  S .  Weather Bureau's observat ion s t a t i o n s  

weren ' t  i n  areas p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f f e c t e d  by the b r i e f  storm 

they were unable t o  say how much r a i n  f e l l  o r  how high winds 

got .  

per hour gusts .  

L a s  Vegas Sun, August 13, 1972, #44, Volume XXIII 

The h ighes t  they recorded a t  McCarran F i e l d  were 30 m i l e  

Thunderstorms bu f fe t ed  the  Las Vegas a rea  Fr iday  n igh t  

and Thursday af te rnoon (August 10 and 11) , wreaking t h e  usual  

havoc of flooded streets and i n t e r r u p t e d  power se rv ice .  

Flooding occurred Fr iday  n igh t  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of 

Convention Center Drive and Paradise  Avenue, and 25th Street  

and S tewar t ,  bu t  the intersections were nQt put out  of se rv ice .  

Floodlng on Thursday affected Blue Diamond, Pahrump, Mount 

Charleston and Boulder Highway, between Tropicana Avenue and 

Nellis Boulevard, 

Hai ls tones t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  of  an inch  i n  diameter were ob- 

served i n  East Las  Vegas and h a i l  w a s  a l s o  repor ted  i n  Sunr i se  

Manor and Paradise  Val ley.  Sca t t e red  rainshowers do t t ed  the  

Las Vegas Val ley,  wi th  Sunr i se  Manor r e p o r t i n g  .82 inch of pre- 

c i p i t a t i o n  and E a s t  L a s  Vegas r e p o r t i n g  .51 inch. The Weather 

Bureau a t  McCarran I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t ,  which recorded .21 

inch of r a i n f a l l  e a r l y  Saturday morning, was apparent ly  bypassed 

by the afternoon shower. 

Power f a i l u r e s  plagued var ious areas of the  C i t y ,  Friday 

and Saturday inc luding  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Desert Inn Road and 

Marlyand Parkway and a neighborhood on E a s t  Charles ton Boulevard. 
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However, they w e r e  gene ra l ly  s h o r t  l i v e d ,  and a Nevada Power 

Company spokesman ind ica t ed  t h a t  t he re  .was l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  

encountered i n  r e s t o r i n g  s e r v i c e .  

A photograph of a r e s u l t  of t h i s  s t o r m  was on the f r o n t  
page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of the Sun. The p i c t u r e  was of two 
people r i d i n g  b i cyc le s  through a l a rge  pond of water. 

- 
Las Vegas Sun, August 14,  1972 ,  #45,  Volume XXIII 

A wide-range s t o r m  t h a t  dumped heavy r a i n  f r o m  Mexico t o  

Death Valley and across  t h e  e n t i r e  Mojave Desert, s t ruck  Las 

Vegas with a one-two punch t h a t  caused major f looding ,  road 

washout and a high number of t r a f f i c  acc idents  including one 

f a t a l i t y .  

More than a ha l f - inch  of r a i n  f e l l  i n  Las Vegas between 

midnight Saturday (August 13) and midnight Sunday (August 14) 

ending a six-month drought. 

Caused by the  d e s e r t ' s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  absorb water, r a i n  

t h a t  had f a l l e n  i n  the surrounding mountains flowed i n  shee ts  

down s l o p e s  i n t o  the  C i ty  and l ay  i n  pools as much as 10 f e e t  

deep i n  the  lowest p a r t s  of t he  Las Vegas V a l l e y .  

Struck h a r d e s t  was t h e  v a l l e y ' s  east por t ion  a t  the  f o o t  

of Sunrise  Mountain. Nellis Boulevard between Bonanza and 

Sahara was c losed  as w a s  Charleston Boulevard between N e l l i s  

and Lamb. 

L a s  Vegas w e r e  undercut by running waters  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  ~ 0 1 -  

l apse  of the  pavement. 

Po r t ions  of many roadways i n  the e a s t  s ec t ion  of 

Deep lakes  s t o o d  along Pecos Road. 

The heavy weekend flow of t o u r i s t s  r e tu rn i rg  t o  LOS Ang- 

eles from L a s  Vegas by c a r ,  w a s  abrupt ly  stopped a t  4 : o o  P o  M a  

142 



Sunday when f looding  washed out a por t ion  of I n t e r s t a t e  15 a t  

Alton Road i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  between Baker and Barstow.  

waters moving ac ross  and under the  four-lane divided freeway 

r ipped  out l a r g e  s e c t i o n s  of pavement and made o the r s  uns tab le .  

T r a f f i c  i n t o  C a l i f o r n i a  was turned back t o  Las Vegas a t  t h e  

S t a t e  border ,  whi le  c a r s  heading nor th  were stopped i n  Barstow. 

Flood 

C a l i f o r n i a  state highway crews were on the scene immed- 

i a t e l y  t o  s t o p  f u r t h e r  flooding and r e p a i r  damage. 

Tonopah Highway nor th  of Las Vegas was closed t o  a l l  traf- 

f i c  during a f te rnoon hours while shee t  runoff flowed o u t  of t he  

Spr ing  Mountains and crossed the  highway i n  a s t rong  c u r r e n t .  

Flooding w a s  r epor t ed  along U. S. Highway 95 between Sea rch l igh t  

and Needles, C a l i f o r n i a ,  where 1 2  t o  18 inches of water stood 

on the  d e s e r t  highway. 

Switchboards a t  l a w  enforcement agencies were swamped 

w i t h  cal ls  r e p o r t i n g  scores  of t r a f f i c  acc idents .  The r a i n  

claimed a t  least one l i f e  i n  a gr inding  head-on c o l l i s i o n  be- 

tween two sedans on E a s t  Lake Mead Boulevard near Pecos Road a t  

4 : 3 0  P. M. Four persons were in ju red ,  two c r i t i c a l l y .  

A major downpour drenched Las Vegas a t  5:30 A .  M. Sunday 

(August 13) and again during mid-afternoon. Despi te  s c a t t e r e d  

pe r iods  of sunshine,  water flowed s t e a d i l y  i n t o  the C i t y  i n  

normally d ry  s t r e a m  beds and i n  shee t s  f rom the surrounding 

mountains. 

On Monday, March 1 2 ,  1973, became the second wettest  year 
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i n  Las  Vegas h i s t o r y  w i t h  3 . 1 3  inches of p r e c i p i t a t i o n .  

While the r a i n  'was f a l l i n g  i n  Las  Vegas, M t .  Charleston 

w a s  having a heavy snowstorm. The U. S .  Fo res t  Serv ice  said 

t h a t  i n  a 24-hour per iod preceding 3:OO P. M. Monday, more 

than 14.5 inches of new snow was recorded a t  M t .  Charleston. 

The Clark County S h e r i f f ' s  Department reported much 

f looding  and a major obs tac le  a t  

A photograph of a r e s u l t  of 
page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of t h e  
water  covering a por t ion  of 
V a l l e y  Drive. 

Bonanza Underpass. 

the  heavy r a i n  i s  on the f r o n t  
Sun. The p i c t u r e  was of t h e  
Maryland Parkway near  Vegas 

Las Vegas Sun, June 1, 1973,  #336,  Volume X X I V  

F la sh  f loodings occurred i n  many areas as the Weather 

Serv ice  recorded u n o f f i c i a l l y  more than 2 inches of r a i n  i n  the  

nor th  east s e c t i o n  of Clark County. 

t he  unprecedented amount of r a i n  was caused by clouds t h a t  gen- 

e r a l l y  move r a p i d l y  through the  area, but t h i s  t i m e  they "hung 

around longer. ' '  

i n t o  the C i t y  and i n  a sho r t  t i m e ,  dumped h a i l  and heavy showers 

f u r i o u s l y  over t h e  area. 

County were enveloped i n  a water and wind holocaust t h a t  caused 

near-zero v i s i b i l i t y ,  s t a l l e d  v e h i c l e s ,  t r a f f i c  acc idents  and 

numerous m a j o r  f l oods .  

According t o  a spokesman, 

The b lack ,  water-laden clouds moved r a p i d l y  

Within minutes, most areas of the  

The heavy r a i n s  caused havoc throughout the Ci ty .  A t  t h e  

West Charleston underpass over e i g h t  f e e t  of water covered cars 

s t a l l e d  there .  

Department recorded th ree  o r  fou r  time's the normal amount of 
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t r a f f i c  acc idents .  

and the C i t y  Po l i ce  Department repor ted  ma jo r  f looding  condi- 

The Clark  County S h e r i f f ' s  Department 

t i o n s  a t  Sahara,  near  Ne l l i s ,  Bonanza Road, Lamb Boulevard, 

East Charleston, Mojave Road, and a l a r g e  po r t ion  of 

Highway. 

impassable. 

Boulder 

The major  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  of t h e s e  roads were rendered 

No cance l l a t ions  o r  de lays  were r epor t ed  by t h e  Federa l  

Aviat ion Administration a t  McCarran A i r p o r t ,  t h e  s e c t i o n  of 

town which received the  least amount of r a i n .  

The Sealy-Faberge Golf Class ic  a t  t h e  Desert Inn  Country 

Club was cancel led f o r  t h e  day, when a t h i c k  l a y e r  of h a i l  

covered the  golf  course g i v i n g  i t  a win te r  look. 

Some p m e r  outages w e r e  repor ted  throughout Las  Vegas 

V a l l e y .  One power l i n e  w a s  downed a t  Bruce and Bonanza Road 

by h a i l  and high winds. 

Four photographs of t he  r e s u l t s  of  t h i s  f l a s h  f lood  were 
on page 1 and 4 of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of t h e  Sun. The f i r s t  
p i c t u r e  was of an almost  t o t a l l y  submerged c a r  i n  t h e  
Charleston Underpass. 
man preventing c h i l d r e n  from play ing  i n  a l a r g e  pool of 
water. 
a street  curb and t h e  f i n a l  p i c t u r e  w a s  of a t r a s h  can 
f l o a t i n g  down a f looded s t reet .  

- 
The second p i c t u r e  was of a po l i ce -  

The t h i r d  p i c t u r e  was of f lood  water over-flowing 

Las  Vegas Sun, August 21 ,  1973, #52, Volume XXV 

The Las Vegas Wash Marina was seve re ly  damaged by a 

thunderstorm which s t ruck  t h e  Lake Mead and Las Vegas area 

Monday nTght, August 20. 

F i r s t  r e p o r t s  from the  Park Rangers i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  

Damage w a s  dock w a l k a y  w a s  co l lapsed  " l i k e  an accordian." 
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a l s o  reported a t  the Echo Bay Marina and the  C a l l v i l l e  Bay 

Marina . 
Meanwhile i n  the Las  Vegas area, downed wires, f a l l e n  

trees and numerous ' 'fender bender" type t r a f f i c  acc idents  were 

caused by the storm. 

No ser ious  acc idents  were repor ted  by l o c a l  l a w  enforce- 

ment agencies,  bu t  a spokesman f o r  t h e  Metropolitan Po l i ce  

Department s a i d  t h e i r  u n i t s  'were very busy with minor accidents .  

Motoris ts  d r iv ing  along Boulder Highway suddenly found 

themselves s tuck i n  e i t h e r  a puddle o r  a t  least  i n  a harrowing 

t r a f f i c  j a m .  

The tower a t  McCarran I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Ai rpor t  repor ted  a l l  

a i r  t r a f f i c  was leaving and a r r i v i n g  on t i m e .  

The Nevada Highway P a t r o l  s a i d  they w e r e  very busy w i t h  

minor t r a f f i c  acc idents  bu t  no s e r i o u s  problems. 

A spokesman f o r  Cen t ra l  Telephone Company s a i d  the re  was 

su rp r i s ing ly  l i g h t  damage" t o  any equipment and only s c a t t e r e d  11 

r e p o r t s  of d i s rupted  phom s e r v i c e  - mostly i n  the "457" ex- 

change area. 

Nevada Power Company w a s  kept  busy wi th  downed wires and 

one power pole  which, was s t r u c k  by l i g h t n i n g .  

Metropolitan p o l i c e  s a i d  a t o t a l  of 2 1  t r a f f i c  acc idents  

had been repor ted  wi th in  the  f i r s t  f e w  hours  of t he  heavy down- 

pour. 

Three photographs of t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  s t o r m  were on 
the f r o n t  page of t h i s  e d i t i o n  of t h e  Sun. The f i r s t  p ic -  
t u r e  w a s  of t he  water covering t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Nellis 
Boulevard and Boulder Highway. The second p i c t u r e  was of 
the  "umbrella" t r e e  on Per l i te r  St. i n  N .  Las Vegas which 
was s t ruck  by l i g h t n i n g ,  and t h i r d ,  N .  Las  Ve as C i t y  

14 6 
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Las Vegas Review-Journal, July 20,  1974,  #lOS, Volume LXVI 

Thundershowers dropped heavy r a i n s  on Las  Vegas Friday 

af te rnoon,  f l ood ing  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  and residences and causing 

power f a i l u r e s .  The sudden downpour stranded moto r i s t ' s  cars, 

f i l l e d  storm d r a i n s  and caused minor damage. 

p red ic t ed  more a f t e rnoon  and evening thundershowers through 

the  weekend. (There were photos on pages 1 and 3 . )  

Las Vegas Review-Journal, J u l y  24, 1974 

The weatherman 

S c a t t e r e d  f lood ing  and some power loss r e s u l t e d  from a 

thunder, wind and r a i n  storm Tuesday, and there  was a 50 per-  

cen t  chance of more of i t  i n  the Las Vegas a r e a  Wednesday, 

with winds g u s t i n g  as high as 50 m i l e s  per  hour. 

A National  Weather Serv ice  spokesman s a i d  .35 inches of 

r a i n  was r e p o r t e d  a t  McCarran I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Airport  Tuesday, 

and .15 inches a t  Sunr i se  Manor. 

Winds could be from t e n  t o  20 miles  per hour except i n  t h e  

thunder shower areas, wi th  gusts up to  50 miles  per  hour. The 

spokesman s a i d  t h e  showers were l i k e l y  t o  h i t  i n  the a f te rnoon 

and e a r l y  evening hours .  

The Nevada State Highway Department repor ted  minor road 

damage i n  Lee Canyon on M t .  Charleston with f looding a t  Boulder 

Highway and Sunset  Road. Lake Mead Boulevard near Sunrise  Moun- 

t a i n  and S ta te  Route 93 about 20 miles south of  Las Vegas had 

minor road damage and f looding.  Sunset Road was temporarily 

c losed and f looding  has  subsided i n  the damaged areas .  

The Clark County road department a l so  repor ted  f looding a t  
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Boulder Highway and N e l l i s  Boulevard about 5 : O O  P.  M. Tuesday 

with minor f looding  on Paradise  Road, Maryland Parkway and 

Eastern and Tropicana Avenues, 

Five p r i m a r y  Nevada Power Company power l i n e s  were downed 

i n  d i f f e r e n t  areas of the v a l l e y  from about 4 : O O  P. M. t o  1O:OO 

P. M . ,  .which caused outages f o r  sho r t  t i m e s .  

A spokesman s a i d  the ''rough evening'' d id  n o t  damage any 

l i n e s  i n  the western o r  northwestern s e c t i o n  o f  the  a rea ,  bu t  

l igh tn ing  and f i e r c e  winds dropped l i n e s  i n  East Las Vegas t o -  

ward the Pittman a r e a .  

The N e l l i s  Subs ta t ion  serv ing  Nellis  A i r  Force Base, was 

out for  a t i m e ,  a l s o ,  bu t  t he  spokesman s a i d  power was resumed 

t o  a l l  a r eas  by 1O:OO P. M. 

O f f i c i a l s  i n  Boulder C i t y  repor ted  t h e r e  was sone r a i n ,  

Ixlt no problems r e s u l t e d  from i t ,  and the Nat iona l  Park Service 

there  a l so  r epor t ed  the re  had been no unusual problems. 

County f i r e  department personnel were busy during the even- 

ing a s s i s t i n g  with a f looding problem i n  the  basement of the 

Humanities Bui lding a t  t he  Universi ty  of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

Las VePas Review-Journal, J u l y  31,. 1974 

The Nat ional  Weather Serv ice  repor ted  Wednesday, afternoon 

and evening thunder showers were expected t o  cont inue through 

Thursday with wind gus t s  during the  s t o r m  a c t i v i t y  t o  h i t  an 

estimated 50 mph. 

A spokesman f o r  the  weather s e rv i ce  a l so  p red ic t ed  there  

could be some s t r e e t  f looding  he re  and f l a s h  f lood ing  i n  creek 
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areas i n  t h e  d e s e r t  and near  t he  mountains. 

Tuesday's s t o r m  l e f t  Las Vegas with power l i n e s  down i n  

s e v e r a l  l o c a t i o n s  and some s t r e e t  f looding had occurred, b u t  

surrounding area communities reported the weather s i t u a t i o n  had 

not  caused undue damage o r  problems by e a r l y  evening. 

Las  Vegas Metropolitan Pol ice  repor ted  the weather had 

caused some t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t s ,  but a spokesman f o r  the depa r t -  

ment noted t h e r e  were not  as many acc idents  as during previous  

s toms. 

A key problem f o r  p o l i c e  here  was power lo s s  which r e s u l t e d  

i n  t r a f f i c  l i g h t s  being out  i n  a number of locat ions.  

Po r t ions  of North Las  Vegas were without  power du r ing  t h e  

peak of t h e  s t o r m  about 4:OO P. M. including the p o l i c e  depa r t -  

ment, bu t  a spokesman f o r  the department s a i d  l a t e r  i n  the  n i g h t  

the storm had caused few problems f o r  North Las Vegas. 

Henderson Po l i ce  r epor t ed  Sunset Road had been c losed  and 

bar r icaded  t h e r e  because of flooding, bu t  t h a t  the r e s t  of t he  

community w a s  n o t  unusual ly  a f f ec t ed .  

Boulder C i t y  Po l i ce  and the  Nat ional  Park Service r epor t ed  

there had been very l i t t l e  storm a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e i r  reg ions .  

Las Vegas Sun, S e p t .  15,  1974, # 7 7 ,  Volume XXVI 

Canyon of Death - 20 f ea red  l o s t  i n  county disaster!  

A w a l l  o f  floodwater w i th  the fo rce  of a bu r s t ing  dam 

yesterday,  smashed through Eldorado Canyon a t  Lake Mohave, 

sweeping up  mobtle homes, cars, a r e s t a u r a n t ,  and people and 

s e n t  them t o  t h e i r  deaths  i n  one of t h e  worst  d i s a s t e r s  i n  
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southern Nevada h i s t o r y .  

I n i t i a l  estimates were t h a t  anywhere from 1 2  t o  20 persons 

perished i n  the  s u r p r i s e  f l a s h  f l o o d  a t  the popular f i s h i n g  r e -  

s o r t  50 mi les  southeas t  of Las  Vegas. 

The tragedy b u r s t  a t  2 : 4 5  P. M. during the he igh t  of a 

severe thunderstorm t h a t  pe l t ed  mountains bordering the lower 

Colorado River w i th  heavy rainand h a i l .  

Sheet runoff f r o m  the r a i n  funneled i n t o  the long,  steep, 

narrow canyon. When i t  h i t  the  Eldorado resort, formerly c a l l e d  

Nelson Landing, t h e  wall of water was 20 f e e t  high and formed 

a surging r i v e r  more than a mile long. 

A s  i t  swept through the  mouth of the canyon, t h e  f lood  

c a r r i e d  away every th ing  i n  i t s  path including a gaso l ine  dock 

and a small marina. 

I 

The i n i t i a l  w a l l  of water  deposited people, t railers,  c a r s ,  

and t rucks  and d e b r i s  i n t o  a s m a l l  bay a t  the  mouth of the can- 

yon. The cont inuing f lood  then covered everything wi th  a sed i -  

ment depos i t  of rocks and mud estimated t o  be 40 f e e t  deep. 

The Eldorado Restaurant  had been 100 f e e t  inland from tk 

shore l ine .  

b u i l t  were found f l o a t i n g  along the  shore later. 

Only small s p l i n t e r s  of wood from which i t  had been 

Power and telephone l i n e s  had been downed and word was 

f i r s t  received by the  Nat ional  Park Service by a boa te r  who 

put i n  a t  Willow Beach, upstream, and n o t i f i e d  a ranger .  

Eldorado Canyon l i e s  wi th in  the boundaries of t h e  Lake 

Mead Nat ional  Recreat ion Area, administered by the Nat ional  Park 
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Service .  

Eyewitnesses s a i d  wave af ter  wave seemed t o  c r e s t  i n  t h e  

An est imated 50 t o  60 cars Canyon as floodwaters swept p a s t .  

were swept away. 

were s e n t  i n t o  the  lake,  many with people i n  them. 

As many as 20 mobile homes and t r a v e l  trailers 

Those mobile homes t h a t  were no t  swept i n t o  t h e  l ake  were 

demolished. After the  f lood  had subsided, they sat l ean ing  

a g a i n s t  each o ther  l i k e  a f a l l e n  row of dominoes. 

There had been more than  100 persons weekending a t  Eldorado 

Canyon before  the  flood. 

h a l f  t h a t  number s tanding numbly about i n  apparent  shock. 

When r e scue r s  a r r i v e d  there  were only 

Eldorado Canyon i s  600 t o  800 f e e t  wide, b u t  narrows t o  

150 f e e t  wi th  s t eep  walls a t  its mouth where the  r e s o r t  w a s  

loca ted .  

The t e r r a i n  ac.ts as a n a t u r a l  funnel  for f lood  waters mov- 

i n g  through t h e  canyon. 

as i t  reaches the  mouth. 

The water p icks  up depth and momentum 

National  Park Serv ice  o f f i c i a l s  more than a year ago pro-  

posed t h a t  r e s o r t s  and campgrounds, inc luding  Eldorado Canyon, 

be closed because of the potenc ia1  f lood  hazard. The move was 

blocked by l o c a l  fo rces  seeking t o  p r o t e c t  concession bus iness  

i n  the area and r e c r e a t i o n a l  oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  vaca t ione r s .  

The d e b r i s ,  with c a r s ,  t ra i lers ,  and people on the  bottom, 

and mud, s f l t ,  and rock on t h e  top, c r e a t e d  a new shore l ine  

a t  the  mouth of the Canyon, some 100 yards  f u r t h e r  out than the  

o r i g i n a l  sho re l ine  had been. 
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The National Weather Serv ice  e a r l y  yesterday i ssued  a f l a s h  

f l o o d  warning fo r  t h e  e n t i r e  Colorado River south of Hoover Dam, 

which w a s  t o  be i n  e f f e c t  u n t i l  midnight. 

Hoover Dam i s  27 m i l e s  upstream (north)  of where the tragedy 

occurred. 

(Photos of the damage a r e  on pages 1 and 3 7 . )  

Las Vegas Review-Journal, October 3 ,  1974 

The s to rm t h a t  swept through the Las Vegas Valley i s  on 

i t s  way ou t ,  according t o  the  Nat ional  Weather Serv ice ,  although 

there  i s  a s l i g h t  chance of showers wi th  cooler  temperatures 

through Friday. 

The r a i n  measured . 2 3  of  an inch  a t  McCarran I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

A i r p o r t  and 1.01 of an inch  a t  Boulder C i t y .  

tures  w i l l  be i n  t h e  mid 80s and the  overnight lows i n  the high 

50s. 

Daytime tempera- 

Winds w i l l  be v a r i a b l e  a t  10 t o  20 m i l e s  per  hour a t  t i m e s .  

The five-day out look c a l l s  f o r  f a i r  and m i l d  weather with 

var iab le  winds and a coo l ing  trend. Daytime temperatures w i l l  

be i n  the  mid 80s and the  overnight  lows  near 60 degrees.  

Sca t te red  r e p o r t s  of f looding  i n  low lying areas and fre- 

quent but  b r i e f  power outages were recorded by Nevada Power Com- 

Pany * 

The Weather Se rv ice  issued a flash f lood  warning f o r  the 

Lake Mohave area of southern  Nevada, where a f lood th ree  weeks 

ago claimed a t  least  fou r  l i v e s .  

The Weather Se rv ice  said thundershowers ,would be l o c a l l y  

heavy Thursday morning i n  Southern Nevada before  diminishing . 
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t h i s  a f te rnoon and ton ight .  

During the  24-hour per iod  ending a t  dawn today, Tonopah re- 

ported . 3 2  of an  inch of r a i n ,  whi le  . 2 3  of  an inch f e l l  i n  L a s  

Vegas. 

L a s  Vegas Review-Journal, October 2 7 ,  1974 

Sa tu rday ' s  storm ac ross  the  Las  Vegas V a l l e y  r e s u l t e d  i n  

power outages i n  Boulder C i ty  and f l a s h  f lood warnings, bu t  d i d  

n o t  seem t o  hamper t r ave l .  

The Nevada Highway P a t r o l  r epor t ed  a l l  roads and highways 

were open and al though f l a s h  f l o o d  a l e r t s  were i n  e f f e c t  through- 

out  Saturday n i g h t ,  t r a v e l  had n o t  been r e s t r i c t e d  by 8:OO P. M.  

Las  Vegas Rwiew-Journal ,  December 4 ,  1974 

Las Vegas woke up. t o  t h e  p i t t e r - p a t t e r  of raindrops Wed- 

nesday, and then ran  i n t o  f looded streets and low-lying areas. 

Early i n  t h e  day the weatherman s a i d  the r a i n f a l l  measured 

.25 of an inch---but  you c o u l d n ' t  prove i t ,  by the  number of 

drenched h a i r d o s  and flooded ou t  cars. 

Las Vegas Metropol i tan P o l i c e  were busy e a r l y  i n  the day 

with minor, skidding-type c o l l i s i o n s  and acc iden t s ,  one of them 

involving a p o l i c e  car. 

I t  appeared i t  was going t o  g e t  wetter. 

The Na t iona l  Weather S e r v i c e  a t  McCarra.n In t e rna t iona l  A i r -  

P o r t  sa id  more r a i n  and s t rong ,  gusty winds were scheduled 

through Thmsday 
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Las Vegas Sun, February 15, 1975 

Swiftly-marching thunderstorms arose suddenly yesterday 

af ternoon,  r i n g i n g  the v a l l e y  with b r i l l i a n t  l igh tn ing  as gale- 

force  winds b a t t e r e d  t h e  Ci ty .  

Parts of g l i t t e r i n g  downtown casino center  were darkened 

by power outages.  S t r e a m s  of inbound t o u r i s t  t r a f f i c  slowed t o  

a crawl, as wind and b l i z z a r d  condi t ions besieged highways jamm- 

ed with hol iday  weekend t r a v e l e r s .  

Dr i zz l ing  r a i n  and poor v i s i b i l i t y  teamed up t o  t r i g g e r  

count less  minor acc iden t s  i n  the  C i t y .  No ser ious  i n j u r i e s  'were 

reported . 
Winds gusted t o  more than 50 miles per hour,  uprooting 

seve ra l  trees i n  Pa rad i se  V a l l e y .  Lightning set a number of 

t r e e s  ab laze  i n  the Sunr i se  Manor area. 

Ha i l  p e l t e d  a 200-mile r ad ius ,  heavi ly  around Cal ien te  t o  

the nor th  t o  moderate i n  the  Red Rock area west of Las Vegas 

and l i g h t  around Lake Mead. 

S h i f t i n g  winds gus ted  e r r a t i c a l l y  a t  lakeside harbors ,  

causing high waves and minor boat damage. 

t o  avoid t h e  lake.  

L a s  Vegas Review-Journal, March 11, 1975 

All c r a f t  were warned 

The weatherman h e l d  t r u e  t o  h i s  promise of a ''chance of 

showers'; as a low p r e s s u r e  f r o n t  moving i n  from Cal i forn ia  a l l  . 

but  soaked the  Las  Vegas Valley Tuesday. 

The r e s u l t  was s l i c k  s t r e e t s  and flooded i n t e r s e c t i o n s  i n  

the lower  areas o f  the  Valley.  
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Rut i t  a l l  may go away by Thursday .with the  l o w  p re s -  

sure  system noving on, according t o  the Nat ional  Weather 

Service.  

The f o r e c a s t  Fs cloudy ,with showers and sou the r ly  winds 

a t  10 t o  20 m i l e s  per  hour and gusty near  the -0untains. 

showers w i l l  continue through Wednesday. 

Las  Vegas Review-Journal, -. J u l y  4 ,  1975,  # 9 0 ,  Volume LXVII 

The 

Death and des t ruc t ion  slammed i n t o  L a s  Vegas a t  t h e  be- 

ginning of t h i s  Fourth of July holiday as flash f l o o d s  

throughout the  Las Vegas r eg ion  h i t  wi th  s tunning suddenness 

Thursday . 
One C i t y  employee i n  North Las Vegas was confirmed dead 

and h i s  companion bel ieved dead, and damages t h a t  may run as 

high as seve ra l  hundred thousand Z o l l a r s  were r epor t ed  

throughout the Las  Vegas Valley.  

The dead man was j -dent i f ied a s  Mike Wi l l ! - ams ,  20,  who 

worked wi th  the  s t reet  department. The search continued f o r  

Richard Hunkins, 25, a fe l low worker. 

The men were swept away from t h e i r  veh ic l e  about 6:OO P.M. 

Thursday, when they were h i t  by a w a l l  of water a t  Losee and 

Craig Roads, s a i d  witnesses .  W i l l i a m s  was discovered about  

a m i l e  south of Losee, l y i n g  i n  a wash a r e a  near r a i l r o a d  

t racks  running along Craig Road. 

Las Vegas Metropolitan P o l i c e  a lso received unconfirmed 

r e p o r t s  abmt 8:OO A.M. F r i d a y ,  t h a t  ewo bodies were observed 

near Caesar ' s  Palace,  where a f l a s h  f lood  h i t  wl th  i n c r e d i b l e  

Lmpac t , Thursday nlgh t . 
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O f f i c i a l s  of p o l i c e  and f i r e  department agencies s a i d  early 

Fr iday ,  i t  was much t o o  e a r l y  t o  give est imates  of damage because 

t h e i r  forces  were involved with cleanup and rescue operat ions 

and there  had no t  been t i m e  t o  look a t  the ove ra l l  s i t u a t i o n .  

Some of the  c a r s  swept  away from Caesar 's  Palace were re- 

ported found mi les  away, and seve ra l  miles of roadway throughout 

the Las Vegas reg ion  were s t i l l  closed because of extensive 

damage o r  remaining f lood  waters. 

A spokesman f o r  the L a s  Vegas Public Works Department s a i d  

i t  was the worst  f looding  i n  the  a rea  s ince  1955 which caused 

an estimated t h r e e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  of damage. 

The C i ty  dra inage  system i s  n o t  designed t o  handle such 

heavy r a i n f a l l ,  so  t h e  s t reets  have t o  dra in  i t  s l o w l y ,  he s a i d .  

Widespread damage w a s  repor ted  throughout the Va l l ey .  

A t  Caesar's Pa lace  more than 100 ca r s  were submerged i n  

the parking l o t  where s i g n s  warn of the p o s s i b i l i t y  of f l a s h  

flooding. The c a r s  were parked i n  an a rea  c a l l e d  Flamingo Wash. 

In  a l l ,  300 t o  500 c a r s  were involved i n  the f lood,  a h o t e l  

spokesman sa id .  

Las Vegas P o l i c e  c losed  o f f  the  s t r i p  from the F r o n t i e r  

H o t e l  t o  the  Dunes Ho te l  and choked off some business a long the  

way fo r  several hours  . 
P o l i c e  a l s o  r epor t ed  gushing waters swept 25 cars  from t h e  

parking l o t  of t he  Marina Hotel .  

A r i v e r  of w a t e r  poured through L & H Bui lde r ' s  supply a t  

311 Bonanza Road, c a r r y i n g  lumber across the r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  

and f i l l i n g  t h e  underpass wi th  12 f e e t  of brown water. 
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Pol ice  repor ted  roads i n  the west p a r t  of Las Vegas had 

turned t o  r i v e r s .  

washed soil, rocks,  garbage cans and o t h e r  d e b r i s  down t h e  

s t reets .  

Flooding reached depths  of four  f e e t  and 

People worked through the  a f t e rnoon  t o  p u l l  s t a l l e d  

c a r s  out  of muddy lakes .  

Momentary power outages were repor ted  throughout t h e  

Val ley and more than 100 Central  Telephone Company customers 

repor ted  d i f f i c u l t i e s  with t h e i r  phones. 

Po l i ce  a l s o  r epor t ed  between 30 and 40 persons were forced  

from t h e i r  townhouses because of the mud i n  t h e i r  homes. The 

mud reached l e v e l s  of up t o  two f e e t .  

Po l i ce  worked through the n igh t  t o  clear clogged s t reets ,  

d i r e c t  t r a f f i c ,  and give a s s i s t ance  a t  t r a f f i c  acc idents .  

F i r e  Department and po l i ce  o f f i c i a l s  urged people t o  s t a y  

o f f  the streets u n t i l  f lood waters subsided s o  emergency v e h i c l e s  

could pass without problems. 

Las Vegas C i ty  H a l l  looked l i k e  a medieval c a s t l e  e n c i r c l e d  

by a moat.. 

Rushing, l i g h t  brown water flooded Las  Vegas Boulevard, 

S t e w a r t  Avenue and Fourth S t ree t  with about  two f e e t  of water. 

Although the s t reets  around C i t y  H a l l  were flooded, t r a f f i c  

o f f i c e r s  were a b l e  t o  keep the veh ic l e s  crawling along. Only 

one road near  C i t y  H a l l  had t o  be c losed  f o r  high water. The 

Fourth Stre.et-Las Vegas Expressway underpass was flooded wi th  

about th ree  f e e t  of water .  (Photos of the  Caesar's Pa lace  

parking l o t ,  Las  Vegas Expressway, and Bonanza Avenues on pages 
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Las  Vegas Review-Journal, August 2 2 ,  1975 

Las  Vegans a r e  i n  f o r  more showers and thundershowers 

,with s t rong  winds through Friday,  according t o  the Nat ional  

Weather Service.  

Flash flood warnings were pu t  i n t o  e f f e c t  Wednesday a f t e r -  

noon, bu t  were cancel led a t  8:OO A ,  M. Thursday. 

The National Park Service r epor t ed  heavy thundershowers 

with some flooding and s t rong winds around the  Lake Mead area.  

Lake Mohave was reported t o  have had some f looding ,  heavy show- 

e r s ,  and s i l t  i n  the  water,  about 15 fee t  out .  

Willow Beach reported heavy thundershowers. C a l l v i l l e  

Bay boa ters  repor ted  f l a s h  f lood damage a t  the edge of Lake 

Mead, but  no 'ex tens ive  property l o s s e s  o r  i n j u r i e s  were repor ted .  

A U. S.  Coast Guard t r a i l e r  and Nat ional  Park Se rv ice  t ra i l -  

e r  i n  t h e  C a l l v i l l e  Bay a rea  were damaged by gushing waters on 

Wednesday n ight ,  along with s e v e r a l  vaca t ion  mobil homes. 

The road leading  t o  Kingman Wash i n  Arizona was closed f o r  

r e p a i r s  f rom the f lood.  

Las Vegas Review-Journal, Septenber LO, 1975 

Tuesday r a i n f a l l  measured .23 of  an inch and t h e  Weather 

Service s a i d  Wednesday's p r e c i p i t a t i o n  should be cons iderable  

l e s s .  

mountain areas. Runoff from heavy r a i n s  near West Charleston 

and Rainbow Boulevard r o l l e d  i n t o  t h e  c'owntown Las  Vegas area 

Tuesday morning. 3y midday water w a s  over the curbs  i n  some 

downtown loca t ions ,  including the  v i c i n i t y  of C i t y  H a l l .  

However, i t  sa id  there  could be heavy showers i n  the 

The 
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L a s  Vegas S t r i p  rece ived  l i g h t e r  r a i n s .  

The Char les ton  and Bonanza underpasses were closed because 

of high water, but were c l ea red  by l a t e  af ternoon.  
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